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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED^' 

HEREIN IS UN0LASCIFI3D >' 

EXCEPT \7HERE SHOWN 
OTHER'/.'.'" 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 



Havana,' Cuba 
October 8, 1942 


Re: ERNES 


iWAY 


Dear Sir: 


deouIBIPUB BY.fe3 



The writer desires to acquaint 'detail, 

with a relationship that has developed under the direction of the 
Ambassador with Mr. ERNEST HEMINGWAY. 

As the Bureau is aware, HEMINGWAY has been resident in 
Cuba almost continuously during the past two years, occupying his 
?private finca at San Francisco de Paula about 14 miles east of 
Havana. 

j/'.Mr. HEMINGWAY has been on friendly terms with Consul 
KENNE.TTcPQTTEB since the spring of? 1941; recently he has become 
very friendly with Mr. ROBERT P^TO.YCE, Second Secretary of Embassy, 
and through Mr. JOYCE has met the Ambassador on several occasions. 

It is the. writer's observation that the initiative in developing 
these friendships has come from HEMINGWAY, but the opportunity of 
association with him has been welcomed by Embassy officials. 



V 

I 


At several conferences with the Ambassador and officers • ^ 
of the Embassy late in August 1942, the topic of utilizing HEMINGWAY'S > 
services in Intelligence activities was discussed. The Ambassador ' -_l 
pointed out that HEMINGWAY'S experiences during the.Spanish Civil * 

War, his Intimate acquaintances with Spanish Republican refugees 
in Cuba, as well as his long experience on this island, seemed to 
place him in a position of great usefulness to the Embassy's 
intelligence program. While this program is inclusive of all 
intelligence agencies and the Embassy's own sources of information, 
the fact is that the Ambassador regards the Bureau representation 
in the Embassy as the unit primarily concerned in.this work. The 
Ambassador further pointed out that HEMINGWAY had completed some 
writing which had occupied him until that time, and was now ready 
and anxious to be called upon. 

liEuDA-DED Jk indexed 



The writer pointed out at these conferenc&SD!<Mk§U!gft.tyOF KlVcSTIC, 
^information which could be secured concerning the operatijms \ 

'jfipanlsh Falange in.Cuba would be of material assistance in our work. 
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and that if HEMINGWAY was willing to devote his tlm 4 

to the gathering of such Information, the results would be most ' I 
wpI p.nmp^hq It was pointed out to Mr. JOYCE, who—ifl — 1 
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Director, 










Re:- Ernest Hemingway 



by the Ambassador as the Embassy's coordinator of intelligence 
activities, that some consideration should be given to the question 
of relationship between Mr. HEMINGWAY and the Bureau representatives 
directly. 


This question existed in the writer's mind for two 
reasons: (l) It is recalled that when the Bureau was attacked 

early in 1940 as a result of the arrests in Detroit of certain 
individuals charged with Neutrality Act violations for fostering 
enlistments in the Spanish Republican forces, Mr. HEMINGWAY was 
among the signers of a declaration which severely criticized the 
Bureau in that case; (2) in attendance at a Jal Al&i match with 
HEMINGWAY, the writer was Introduced by him to a friend as a 
member of the Gestapo. On that occasion, I told HEMINGWAY that 
I did not appreciate the introduction, whereupon he promptly 
corrected himself and said Iowas one of the United States Consuls. 

Mr. JOYCE made inquiries of HEMINGWAY concerning his 
attitude toward working with us, without disclosing the reasons' 
therefor, and reported that his attitude appeared to be entirely 
favorable to the Bureau; that he was unable to remember any details 
of the Detroit Incident of 1940, and that he regarded the Gestapo 
introduction as a Jest. 



It was decided, nevertheless, that HEMINGWAY would work 
directly in contact with Mr. JOYCE and not with the writer; this 
suggestion came from Mr. JOYCE, and no advantage was seen in 
making any different arrangements. It was also decided that the 
expenses he would incur would be paid by the Embassy directly out 
of special funds. 

Consequently, early in September 1942, ERNEST HEMINGWAY \ ^ 
began to engage directly in intelligence activities on. behalf of \ 
the American Embassy in Havana. These activities he manages from ! * 

his finca, with visits to Havana two or three times weekly. He is ! ' 

operating through Spanish Republicans whose identities have not \ 

been furnished but which we are assured are obtainable when desired. 

At a meeting with him at his finca on September 30, 1942, the 
writer was advised that he now has four men operating on a full 
time basis, and 14 more whose positions are barmen, waiters, and 
the like, operating on a part-time basis. The cost of this 
program is approximately $500 a month. Reports are submitted to 
HEMINGWAY, who dictates the material to a personal secretary and 
furnishes duplicate copies to Mr.- JOYCE, one being for the Embassy ^ 
and the other for our use. The material thus far submitted appears ■ 
to be carefully prepared and set out, and the Ambassador has noted ij 
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Director, 


Re: Ernest Hemingway 



on several memoranda that he likes HEMINGWAY'S approach, and. wishes 
to encourage him In the type of work that he Is doing. HEMINGWAY 
himself told me that he declined an offer from Hollywood to write 
a script for a "March of Time" report on the "Flying Tigers" In 
Burma, for which the .compensation was to be $150,000, because he 
considers the work he is now engaged In as of greater lmportaqc^ 

One 'o£ the aspects of Mr. HEMINGWAY'S relationships with ^rfe 
j Embassy 14 (the plan of the Naval Attache, Lieutenant Colonel 
\ HAYNE D/rBUSMEN, U.S.M.C., to utilize his services for certain 
'coastal patrol and Investigative work on the south coast of Cuba"^ 
[IJEMINGWAY, who has a wide reputation as a fisherman, knows the 
coast line and waters of Cuba very Intimately; he has also engaged 
over a 12-year period in some scientific investigations concerning 
0 the migration of Marlin on behalf of the Museum of Natural History, 
New York City. |0n tne pretext of continuing such Investigations, 

„ the Naval Attache has acceded to HEMINGWAY'S request for author- 
N izatlon to patrol certain areas where submarine activity has been 
^reported. Special permits have been secured for him, and an allot- 
l r ment of gasoline is now being obtained for his use. He has requested 
that some firearms and depth charges be furnished him, which is also 
©being donej and he .has secured from the Ambassador a promise that his 
crew members will be recognized as war casualties for purposes of 
. indemnification-In the event any loss of life results from this 
operation. 






With specific reference to the conducting of Intelligence 
investigations on the Island of Cuba by Mr. HEMINGWAY, the writer 
wishes to state that his interest thus far has not been limited to 
the Spanish Falange and Spanish activities, but that he has Included 
numerous German suspects. His reports are promptly furnished and he 
assures Mr. JOYCE that his only desire is to be of assistance on a 
cooperative basis, without compensation to himself, and that he will 
be guided at all times by our wishes. So far, no conflict has 
developed between his work and that which Bureau personnel Is handling 
In Havana; and HEMINGWAY told me that he wishes to be told where to 
limit his.Investigations whenever this Is thought desirable. (5S>^ 


The Bureau will be continuously advised of pertinent 
developments in this situation. Meanwhile, If there is any infor¬ 
mation or Instructions for the guidance of the writer, I would 
appreciate being advised.IBS) U ^ 

, v “ r Very truly yours, 



RGL :RM 


Legal Attache 


i 
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Direotor, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Havana, Cuba 
October 9, 1942 


PERSONAL A W P OQNFIDB H TIMj 


Re I ■ ERNEST ’■HEMINGWAY 


u 
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Dear Sir: 




Reference is made to my letter dated October %, 

1942 in this matter. For the further information of the Bureau 
regarding Mr. HEMINGWAY'S participation in Intelligence 
activities, under the auspices of the Embassy, it is now , 

understood that one GUSTAV(^DljRAN is being sent from Washington N 
for the special purpose of assisting Mr. HEMINGWAY in this work. 

Mr. HEMINGWAY advised the Ambassador that DURAN had 
been active with him in intelligence work on the Republican side 
of the Spanish Civil War, and recommended his abilities very 
highly, DURAN, he said, held some position in the Department of 
State, the exact position being unknown. He was uncertain 
whether DURAN who was formerly a Spanish citizen had acquired 
American citizenship. 

At the Instance of Mr. HEMINGWAY, the Ambassador 
communicated with the Department of State which agreed to release 
DURAN on leave of absence in order that, he might come to Cuba and 
work with Mr. HEMINGWAY as he did in Spain. 


Of /further Interest in this matter is a visit of 
Mrs. ERNESTj^HEMINGWAY (the former MARTHAftGELHORN) ■ to Washington 
during the week commencing October 12, 1942. Mrs. HEMINGWAY 
is to be the personal guest of Mrs. ROOSEVELT during her stay in 
Washington, and the Ambassador outlined to her certain aspects 
of the intelligence situation in Cuba in order that she might 
convey the same, in personal conversation, to the President and 
Mrs. ROOSEVELT. This has specific reference to the Embassy's 
request for approval of financing by the American Government of 
internment and investigative program brought out by the Cuban 
authorities. To date, no action has resulted from Washington on 
this proposal and it is thought by the Ambassador that some results 
may^iie obtained through this form of personal contact. 
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In view of the importance of this matter, you may 
desire to bring this and reference letter to the personal 
attention of the Direotor. 


Very truly yours. 



Legal Attach^ 
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O/ t^c 17th instant 

divided Avadc-C Amb-Z 





concern ir.j tAo u^c of Ln;;£Gt scci'J 
to Cuba, I of course realise the complete undesirability of this sort ■ 
of a connection or relationship* Certainly Jieoingweiy is the l&at :zan, ' 
in ay eotirzuti on, to be used in any erjeft capacity * • Hi a judgr. tent la 
not' of the beet, and if hio aobriety l o the' sens ac it E>ao seize yeero 
ayo, that is certainly questionable* 

However, 1 do not think there is anything wa should do in 
this matter, nor do 1 thints our representative at Havana should do 
anything about it with the Ambassador • The Ambassador is somewhat 
hot-headed and 1 haven*t the slightest doubt that he would imiodtQtely 
tell Jieningoay of the objections being raised by the PHI* Hemingway 
has no particular love for the P31 and mould no doubt exhort; upon c 
campaign of vilification* 

In addition thereto, you will recall that in my conference 
recently with the President, he inalcatad t?iat come r.csodgc k&d been 
cent to him, the President, by Hemingway through a mutual-friend, and 
ncair-gway mac insisting that one-half million dollars be granted to 
the Cuban authorities go that they could take care cf internees* 

I do not ace thot it io a aatter that directly affects our 
relationship as long cs ifmingtoay does not report directly to ue or 
we deal directly twit?* hin• Anything which he gives to the Ambassador 
which the Aubaeocdor in turn fortoardo to us, we can accept without any 
impropriety* 

y 0l \° D T -" 1 have no objection to Ur* Tamm informally talking isi.th 

O*. BeFTe-Gbout this matter, but impress Ur* Bc-rle with the fact 'that 


nt to become involved in any controversies cQ@perti3.ng 

Very t ruly years 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
Re: ERNEST HEMINGWAY fADLUBB 


Re: ERNEST HEMINGWAY ’ADL mBSHUMHCCM^CffiMW 

-l^EREI-NjISUJNDlASSBfi^ 

BACKGROUND (EXCEPT^WHEHESBHJSWS 

Mr. Ernest Hemingway, well-known American writer, recently, 
has been acting as personal informant of Ambassador SpruilleT^raden 
In Havana, Cuba. _ 


Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Kramer_ 

Mr. McGuire . 

Mr. Harbo_ 

A&rcsaQuinn Tamm. 

Sefe. Room_ 

mt. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss Gandx 



DETAILS 


FBI Attache R. G. Leddy, stationed at the American Embassy in >» 

Havana, Cuba, has recently advised that Ernest Hemingway, well-known American xj| 
writer, has been residing in Cuba, just outside Havana, for approximately Vi 

two years. Hemingway, it will be recalled, engaged actively on the side _ gi 
of the Spanish Republic during the Spanish Civil War, and it is reported that jr 
he is very well acquainted with a large number of Spanish refugees in Cuba H 
and elsewhere. Hemingway, it will be recalled, joined in attacking the Bureau 73 
early in 1940 , at the time of the "general smear campaign" following the 
.arrests of certain individuals' in Detroit charged with violation of Federal •-? 
statutes in connection with their participation in Spanish Civil War activities. ■ 
It will be recalled that Hemingway signed a declaration, along with a number 
of other individuals, severely criticizing the Bureau in connection with the 
Detroit arrests. Hemingway has been accused of being of Communist sympathy, 
although we are advised that he has denied and does vigorously deny any 
Communist affiliation or sympathy. Hemingway is reported to be personally 
friendly with Ambassador Braden, and he is reported to/enjoy the Ambassador's 
complete confidence. According to Agent Leddy, Efjemipgway is also on very 
friendly terms with United States jCfJnsul KennetlrtPbtter, presently stationed 
in Cuba, and with Mr. Robert P. Joyce, Second Secretary of the American. 

Embassy in Havana. 'if. ~ 

Mr. Leddy has advised 

formant of Ambassador' Braden for the past several months and in this capacity 
has been dealing closely with Ambassador Braden and Second Secretly! Joyoki 
Leddy stated that Ambassador Braden has made no secret of this connection, !: 

in so far as Agent. Leddy is concerned, and, further, that; tM'e 3 'A^b a'k'B^dfir^hft&I: 
ins tructed that all of Hemingway's reports and any in&jpaa“£ion furnished by him r 
fciiiNSE must be turned over to Mr. I^ddy. ^ • T -. 
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. Mr. Leddy has advised that the original arrangement whereby 
Mr. Hemingway would act as informant of Ambassador Braden was largely 
Concerned with certain political matters, particularly as to the con- 
Vnection or alleged connection of certain Cuban political leaders with the 
''"'■Spanish Falange and the involvement of Cuban officials generally in 
local graft and corruption within Cuba._ Ambassador Braden, as you will 
recall, is a very iraplusive individual and he apparently has had a 
"bee in his bonnet" for some time concerning alleged graft and corruption 
on the part of certain Cuban officials. Agent Leddy has stated that 
Mr. Hemingway has apparently organized a number of informants among the 
Spanish refugee group, whose identities are not known to Leddy, and, 
according to the best of his information, their identities are not known 
to anyone except Hemingway. 

Agent Leddy has advised that Hemingway's activities have 
branched out and that he and his informants are now engaged in reporting 
to the Embassy various types of information concerning subversive 
activities generally. Mr. Leddy stated that he has become quite‘con¬ 
cerned with respect to Hemingway's activities and that they are un¬ 
doubtedly going to be' very embarrassing unless something is done to put 
a stop to thgm. Mr. Leddy has advised that Hemingway is apparently under¬ 
taking ji rakner involved investigation with regard to CJub'^^fTiclals'’ - 
prominently conn spied "vritF the - Cuban Government," Including, ffanei’al” 
ManiieS^edltgZ~3^aldes~,. head" of _ the'“Cuban TTa tionalTPolice;""th^the im 
AgentLedclyT - £3 's\H‘e 'Cubans’"are^eventually going to find out_ 

about - thUrif"Hemingway continues operating, and that serious'trouble 
> may'W30ltr'~ ' , 

Mr. Leddy has advised that there is an individual attached 
to the Embassy by the name of Gustavolfouran,. who is of Spanish descent 
and is employed by the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs; that Duran 
is a very close friend of Hemingway and is apparently consulting and 
actually working with Hemingway in connection with the latter's 
activities. 

This matter has been discussed at some length with Mr. Leddy, 
and he was asked just what objection, if any, he has ever personally 
or officially offered to the arrangement or whether he has discussed its 
possible bad effects with the Ambassador. 


Leddy stated that he has not offered any objection whatsoever 
to thi s proposit ion; that the~~Ambassador has 'advi'sed~L'eddy~quite frankly 
and openly that Hemingway is the Ambassador's informant and that all in¬ 
formation of any kind whatsoever furnished by Hemingway will be immediately 
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Memorandum for the Director 
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turned over to Leddy, which, according to Leddy, is actually being 
done. Leddy suggested that the Bureau take this matter up with Am¬ 
bassador Braden while he is in the United.States. 


It was pointed out to Leddy that the Bureau certainly cannot 
take the matter up with Ambassador Braden and protest to him unless 
Leddy has first made the Bureau's position quite plain to the Ambassador 
himself. It was pointed out to Mr. Leddy that the Ambassador would 
undoubtedly resent any complaint or protest concerning the arrangement 
from the Bureau direct, which complaint and protest could only be based 
upon Leddy*s recommendations and information, unless Leddy has himself 
first discussed the matter with the Ambassador and pointed out the 
Bureau's position, this being particularly true inasmuch as Ambassador 
Braden has apparently been quite frank with Agent Leddy about the 
arrangement and has insisted that all information furnished by Hemingway 
be immediately furnished to Agent Leddy. 


When the above was pointed out to Mr. Leddy, he stated that 
he will, if the Bureau desires, approach the Ambassador and outline to 
the latter just exactly how he feels about the situation. Leddy stated 
that Hemingway 'b information is valueless; that our Agents in Cuba have, 
of course, to check on it when it is submitted; that it is ,coaplafegly 
unreliable informatipn.i that the time taken to investigate it and check 
on it is purely wasted time and wasted effort; that Hemingway has not 
actually interfered with any investigation that we might be conducting 
to date, but that from the way he'is branching out with his undercover 
informants, he undoubtedly will. Mr. Leddy stated that he has a com¬ 
plete record of all the information submitted by Hemingway and can state 
unequivocally that it is all completely unfounded and valueless and that 
the time spent in investigating it by Bureau Agents has been completely 
wastedjjfc 

Mr. Leddy stated that he can point out to the Ambassador that 
he, Leddy, has not checked any reports from Hemingway concerning .corruption 
in the Cuban Government; that he does not feel that Bureau Agents should 
become involved in any such investigations, it being entirely without our 
jurisdiction and a matter in which the- Cubans themselves alone are con- . 
earned and something that, if we get involved in it, is going to mean that 
all of us will be thrown out of Cuba "bag and baggage." 

Agent Leddy stated he can point out to the Ambassador the 
extreme danger of having some informant like Hemingway given free rein 
to stir up trouble such as that which will undoubtedly ensue if this 
situation continues. Mr. Leddy stated that despite the fact the 
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Ambassador likes Hemingway and apparently has confidence in him, he is 
of the opinion that he, Leddy, can handle this situation with the Am¬ 
bassador so that Hemingway's services as an informant will be com¬ 
pletely discontinued. Mr. Leddy stated that he can point out to the 
Ambassador that Hemingway is going further than just an informant; 
that he is actually branching out into an investigative organization 
of his own which is not subject to any control whatsoever. 

RECOMMENDATION 


. It is recommended that Agent Leddy take this matter up with 
the Ambassador, along the lines outlined above, prior to any protest 
being made by the Bureau at the Seat of Government. It is believed that 
if not handled this way, the Ambassador will lose complete confidence in 
Leddy, as well as other Bureau Agents operating in Cuba, this being 
particularly true inasmuch as the Ambassador has apparently been quite 
frank with Leddy about this matter. 


Mr. Leddy, if you approve, will be told to advise the Bureau 
promptly and in detail as to the outcome of his negotiations with the 
Ambassador concerning this matter, at which time we should, it is believed, 
advise Mr. Berle for the Bureau's protection. 



Respectfully, 


D. M. La d^x? 







\. 

\ 


The Bureau has previously been advised 
of the activities of Mr. Ernest Hemingway in the 
operation of an under cover ”ihtelligence" organ¬ 
ization in Cuba, under the auspices of the American 
Embassy. 

The writer has been, advised in confidence 
by an Embassy official that Hemingway's organization 
was disbanded and its work terminated as of April 1, 
1943. This action was taken by the American 
Ambassador without any consultation or notice to 
representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation. 



A complete report on the activities of 
Mr. Hemingway and the organization which he oper¬ 
ated is now being prepared, and will be forwarded 
to the Bureau in the immediate future. 
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THE DIRECTOR 


HEi EMt BST H raiWT 

BACKCROUKDr^ _ _ IqL 

■' "■■"■■'■ 1 —“f ' IRE!. S. I. 8 . l&.J.J 0 

r Havana, | 

E "-ba, has aavxsea xnat Km*at Hemxngway, « ». *l known writer, has bsan I 

xLoyed by tha American 3nbaosy as a confidential infonrwnt. I t*-"* 

PACTc- 

HMdngMQr la on friendly tarns with oortaln members of tha Enbaeay 
staff, especially with tbs United States Consul Kennett Potter and with Ur* 
Robert P* Joyoe, Second Secretary of the Embassy* Ambassador Bradon is also 
on ve ry friendly terms with Hemingway and apparently is "Bold’' on him and 
reposes oomplote confidence In him* 


imbasay" 

5 ^ 


It was thought that when Heningway be cane an info man t of the I-mbassy 
that he probably oould supply nuoh infbmatlon of valus oonoemlng the oper- 
ations of the Spanish Falsnge* Ur* Hemingway has worked directly In contact 
with ltr* Joyoe and not with j_r„ v v-^ 3 . j a 'J*?® J 

It will be recalled that when the Bureau was attacked early In 191*0 
as s result of the arrests in Detroit of certain individuals charted with 
neutrality act violations for fostering qnlistnents in the Spanish Republican 
foroea, Ur. Heningwsy was among tha signers of a declaration which severely 
orltioiced the Pureau In that case* Eewingway has ainco stated that he has 
forgotten that incident* 

v r * Since Hemingway has become sn Embassy infomant he has organised a 
.'group of operators whose Identities are not known and who engage in inraoti- 
Icative work. The reports of these operators 1 investigations are furnished to 
I the offies of the legal Attache. Heirlngwsy and his jrLaff have embarked on 
investigations of all types and not nerely^i^tjjBl$p^ah Falonge* One ouch 


u 


>t nerely 

t^a^io^ ha/^ General Denits* ^^jtuRftject*^ ^ 



fursdvlbetv that Ifetincwsy ht ^ s &esj rto official 
Embassy records sw slated that although he has insisted that. 

00 pi os of Bureau reports should not bo aliown toanyone, eoctit)i. ,;S 
limited number of Embassy officials, it is quit 4 ^Apparent that at 
least tha contents* ifnpt toe> rejyj^ta thft$s^ v fl n ♦ era known to 



Ur* Hemingway* 


/ 


CONTiO&NTIAL 






Ifeoorandua for tbs Director 
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As ihdivlcfcial by the n*te of fXMtavarjuran, who Alda D—tngwsy la 
hie investigations. Is eaplngrsd sad paid by the'Statu IWyrtaant, Dam'i 
operations and attitude* in direct relation with ir. Joyce* samnae rtrrroQ rtions 
of domination and direction rather than assistance to the agencies properly 
engaged in investigating subversive activities. The organization operated by 
Heoingwwy la reported to be unknown for its reliability or trustworthiness* 
Aooording to our lafuamation, date is transmitted to hie without an official 
check being weds on what happens to this infomation thereafter* 

l _ ^advised that he has not as yet opposed Ur. Hemingway's 

•ervioea but nad thought best to let the situation work itself out as long as 
no direct conflict with the Bureau 1 a work occurred, in view of the friendly 
feelii-j and autuel understanding be t w een the Sabasay and KenjLngwsy* 


ACTIfJi A Q ] 

tcm\ v. s. : «..40k.. | ■ 

If you approve* will ho inatn^kiui t * take up with 

f Ambassador Braden Use matter of Hacinpwsjr 1 s woploynent as a confidential 
informant in relation to Hmcinrway’a access \o the "mbaecy filer and His other 
<nesetigetiwe activities in Cuba* attached ie ths proposed letter to 

K 

nespeetfully* 
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Ladd 







TWPsmeb 









DMMter 17, 19U2 


T Tfc-RATIOS COSTAIS®. 



PERSONAL AHD COJUTDENTIAL 



Referamoe la m*da to your memorandum datad Dsooober 8, 19-U2? regard¬ 
ing Ernest ItsmlEgway 1 a employment by the Aamrlean Snbaesy as a confidential 
informant and hia activities In relation thereto. 

In view of the tmat end friendship repoaed in Hemingway by Embassy 
officials, you ara instructed to dlaoaaa diplomatically with Ambassador 
Braden the disadvantages which you pointed out in ycmr above referred to 
memorandum in relation to Hemingway's activities in Cube. It should be 
stressed that bo ca naa of the confidential nature contained In the Bureau's 
report# end the necessity of safe guarding its informant* that it- la unwise 
te allow anyone who la not a Qoveratoat offloial to have aooees to the 
inform* tico centalnad in your files. In this oannsetion It is pointed 
out that information la transmitted to you directly from ths Bureau whioh 
was gained fro* confidantial sources in the United States and elsewhere^ 
and it ia absolutely necessary that these aourose of information be protected7 


J 


fi 





Any information which you may have relating to tha unreliability / - -y*yi 0 t 
of Ernest Asm1newsy as an informant may be discreetly brought to tha 
attention of Amhaaaador Braden. In this reaped It will be recalled that 
recently Hndngwqy gave information oonoeming the refueling of submarines 
in Caribbean maters which has proved unreliable* 

I desire that you furnish me at an early date the result j of your 
conversations with Ambassador Braden concerning Ernest Hemingwey and hie 
aides and their activities. 
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/ In accordance with your request,O^jberd 'it attached a 

memorandum which summarizee the Information in our files regard¬ 
ing Ernest Hemingway, the author. 


Miss Beahm, 
Miss Gandy... 


■j, A . I Hr. Hemingway, it will be noted, has been connected with 

• > ... \ ( various so-called Communist front organ! sat fo rm n^rt w«g active jn 

\ /' aiding the Loyalist Pause in Spain.; In the latter connection he spent 
^' t/ J- sometime in Spain during the Spanish revolution and reported the events 
■ / transpiring there for the North American Newspaper Alliance. 

| Despite Hemingway 1 s activities, no information has been re- \ 

1 ceived which would definitely tie him with the Communist Party or which \ 

I would indicate that he is or has been a Party member. His actions, how- 1 

■ ever, have indicated that his views are "liberal" and that he may be I 

Inclined favorably to Communist political philosophies, \ 

Hemingway'is now in Havana, Cuba where he has resided for over 
two years. For sometime he acted as an under-cover informant for 
American Ambassador Spruille Braden, and apparently enjoyed the Ambassa¬ 
dor's complete confidence. You will recall that on December 17, 1942, 
there were set forth in a memorandum for you, the details of Hemingway's 
activities in Cuba, as well as the details of his association with the 
American Ambassador. 

Briefly, Hemingway established what was termed "an amateur 0 
information service" and gathered alleged intelligence data which he , 

turned over to Mr. Braden. In this work Hemingway developed hie own con- 
^ fldential informants and waB said to be friendly with a number of Spanish 
^ ' refugees in Cuba. His relationship with the Ambassador was quite friendly, 

/■; % but the Ambaesador wrb perfectly frank with the Bureau representatives in 

Havana regarding this relationship and made all of the information which 
- v ^ Hemingway furnished to him, available to the Bureau. These data, however,'?-'' 

..s'^T were almost without fail valueless. mcr^—, . ,_f . 

; cuss? - ! e?t. by <sXl( 
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the Bureau representative stationed at the 
American Embassy in Havana, Cuba has recently advised that the Ambassador 
discontinued Hemingway's services effective April 1, 1943. {At the present 
time he is alleged to be performing a highly secret naval operation for 
the-Navy Department^ In this connection^{the Navy Department is said to 
be paying tne expenses for the operation of Hemingway's boat, furnishing 
him with arms and charting courses in the Cuban area^/j^^ 

The Bureau has conducted no investigation of Hemingway, but his 
name has been mentioned in connection with other Bureau investigations 
and various data concerning him have been submitted voluntarily by a 
number of different sources. 


Enclosure 













ERNEST HEMINGWAY 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 



A. Personal History and Background 

B. Activities on Behalf of Loyalist Spain 

1. Abraham Lincoln Brigade 

2. American Rescue Ship Mission 

3. Emergency.Conference to Save Spanish Refugees 

4. Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 

5. Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy 

6. Motion Picture Artists Committee 

7. North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy 

8. Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign 

9. United Spanish Aid Committee 

10. United Youth Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy 

11. Writers and ArtlBts Ambulance Corps 

C. Possible Connections with Communist Party 
B, Miscellaneous Activities 

1. American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born 

2. American Writers Congress 


PAGE 
1 . 3 
3. 4. 5 
5, 6, 7 

7 

8 
8 
8 
8 
9 
9 
9 

9 

10 

10 , 11 

12 

12 


3. League of American Writers 13 

/ 

4. Mexican Trip 14 

E. General Information 14 





v^ndSComM- 1 — 

SiVOViS ERNEST HEMINGWAY 
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‘ CLASSIfiE 

PERSONAL HISTORY AND BACKGROUND DECLASSIFY 


Ur. Hemingway was born in Oak Par 
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on July 21, 1898, the ^, 

son of Clarence Edmonds and. Grace (Hall) Hemingway* He was educated in publi<^>*- 
schools and according to the New York Times of January 12, 1937, was an am- <y I 
bulance driver with the Italian Army during the World Ifer. He has devoted ^1 
his subsequent endeavors to writing and has acquired an international reputa- ^ 
tion as an author, his- best known recent work being "For Whom the Bells Toll". ■ 
her Works include "Three Stories and Ten Poems* 1923, "In Our Time" 1924, 

"The Torrents of Spring" 1926, "The Sun Also Rises" 1926, "Men Without Women" 

1927, "A FUrewell to Arms" 1929, "Death in the Afternoon" 1932, "Winner Take 
Nothing" 1933, "Green Hills of Africa" 1935, "To Have and Have Not" 1937, "The 
Fifth Column and the First 49” 1938. 

He has also contributed to Scribner's, Atlantic Monthly, New Republic ,%^ 
Esquire, Cosmopolitan and other magaBines. in addition he has had articles 
published in thp^Nei* Masses, hia^Fhscism is a Lie" having appeared therein 

i 1937 an<Pi938 he t»vered the Spanish Civil ffer for the 




on June z4> 1^37. In 1937 and<l938 
North American Newspaper Alliance. 


H 


In 1927 Hemingway married Pauline Pfeiffer, a fashion writer, in 
Parle, France. TWo children, Patrick and Gregory, were born of this union 
and their custody was awarded to their mother at the time she secured an un¬ 
contested divorce from Hemingway several years ago. With reference to the 
first Mrs. Hemingway it was reported in June, 1940, that she was very mv.ch 
against Ralph Ingersoll of the newspaper PM because she believed that he had 
"planted" Martha Gellhorn (to whom Hemingway is now married) because of "Com- u 
|munlst Party reasons". ” § 

In December, 1942, it was reported that Pauline Pfelffe^Haningway, p 
the divorced wife of Ernest Hemingway, had been living in Key West, Florida, 
since 1935. It was stated that both she and her sister, Vlrginii^Pfeiffer, 

«. were extremely pro-Nasi. Ihe former Mrs. Hemingway was alleged to have re- 
^ marked that what this country needs is a "strong disciplinary government"; 
h that Hitler had the right idea and that the people in tills country lived too 
■* freely and were in need of discipline. Her father, according to the informant, 
was either interned or suspected during the First World War. 

^ Based upon this allegation, an Investigation of her was conducted 

by a Governmental Agency, which failed to develop any information sustaining 
the above-mentioned allegation. 

^ g Hemingway allegedly had a passionate love affair with Martha Gellhorn 

_jp^' which subsequently led to^iis divorce frcm hie first wife. After the divorce 
Hemingway married MSartha^Gellhora who is said to be a journalist in her own 
I? right and a contributors© Colliers 

C ' ' _ 7C1U ll. 1_ 
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fia^ne. In October, 1942, he was t&j 
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portedly living with her on a farm near Havana* Cuba which hroxjeen^pvichaaed 
from Roger D'Orn. Martha Gellhorn apparently bought the fain before her mar¬ 
riage to Hemingway and after the marriage he moved there. Hemingway and Martha 
Gellhorn were In Spain at the same time during the Spanish Revolution as an 
article in the People's World for February 14, 1939, indicated that a person 
recently. back from Spain had remarked that he had met both Hemingway and 
Martha Gellhorn in Madrid, 


Hemingway is still residing in Havana, Cuba and on December 7, 1942, 
was reportedly receiving his mail at the Ambos Mundos Hotel, Havana, Cuba, and 
was said to be quite friendly with Manolo Asper, the manager of this hotel.- 

Hemingway is said to have a brother, Leicester Hemingway, who in 
April, 1942, was reported to be working for the Office for Emergency Management 
in Washington, D. C. 





ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF LOYALIST SPAIN 


During the Spanish Revolution Hemingway was very active in furthering 
the Loyalist cause and spent seme time in Spain during this period. The Pearson 
and Allen column in the Sunday Mirror of January 17, 1937, contained the following 
remarks concerning Ernest Hemingway and the Spanish Revolution: 

"Washington.—American sympathizers of the Spanish Reds have been wasting 
a lot of good fighting* 

"The left-wingers have been scrapping among themselves over who 
should rule the roost of a movement to aid the Red cause,, almost as 
violently as the Reds in Madrid trenches, have beau battling to hold off 
General Franco and his horde of Moors and Fascist mercenaries. 

"The story of this internecine'feud is. an amazing, tale of petty 
factionalism and partisan intrigue. 

"Last September, a group of prominent American liberals organized 

1 a non-partisan committee, to help the. Spanish Government. Active in the 
movement were such notables as Ernest Hemingway,. Suzanne La Follette, 

John Dos Passos and James Rorty*. A. fund was started to send a fleet of 
twelve ambulances with a score of drivers to Spain* 

"No sooner had the committee begun operating than factionali s m 
threw a monkey wrench, into the plan. 


- "It was discovered that of the twenty-one members on the committee, 
the Conmunists had quietly captured nineteen places. This embarrassed 
the original organizers, who had positively assured Spanish Ambassador 
de los Rios that the American aid would be. free of politics. 


"To offset this Communist coup, the Socialist organized a big mass 
meeting which they asked de los Rios to address. 


"The. Conmunists countered with.a boycott of the affair. A free-for-all 
seemed in the making when cooler heads intervened and induced the rival 
parties to suspend hostilities, and Join in the meeting. 


"Meanwhile, tiie ambulances, which it had been planned to rush to. 
Spain in two weeks, were months in getting under way." 


The following information appeared in the column entitled "Lyons-Den" 
by Leonard Lyons, in the January. 26, 1937. issue of the New York Post: 


"The report along Broadway last night was that Ernest Hemingway already 
has sailed for Madrid, and now is on the high seas, loyalist-bound.. .To 
those.who know him,, this doesn't seem so strange. But to a million others 
there is wonder—as. to why a man who has. fame, security and a .family he 
loves should risk hie^life in war-torn areas.. .What price Ideal? Yet this 
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Isn't the first sacrifice Hemingway has made in pu&Suance of what he knows 
to be Truth. For years he's been rejecting, invitations to. go to Hollywood 
And write for the movies—at $U,$OQ a week. But during the past two weeks 
he devoted his time here to writing sub-titles, without pay or screen 
credit, for Amkino films 1" 

While in Spain, during the Spanish Revolution, Hemingway was said 
to have associated with Jay Allen, of the North American Newspaper Alliance. 

It has been alleged by a number of sources that Allen was a Communist and he 
is known to have been affiliated with.alleged. Coranunist Front organizations. 

He also was reportedly associated in Spain with Dr. Hermann Frederick 
Erben, who was later alleged to be engaged in espionage activities in the United 
States. Dr. Erben, who was denaturalized on January 29, 19lil in San Francisco, 
California, has stated that Hemingway was a friend of his with whom he fought 
during the Spanish Civil War. 

| Hemingway apparently, spent same time in a concentration camp in Spain. 

A confidential informant who fought in the Spanish Civil War for the 
Loyalists, and who claimed to have been captured and placed, in a concentration 
camp at San Pedros, Cardenas, Spain, stated that he met. Ernest Hemingway while 
in this camp.^Qj^ 

One Sam Baron, while. testifying before the Dies Committee on November 
23, 1938, read into the record the following article. Which he stated had 
appeared in Walter WincheU's column, dated September 2, 1938, concerning Ernest 
Hemingway. This article and the testimony of Hr. Baron concerning Hemingway 
is as followst 


"Ernest Hemingway has a piece coming out in Ken about a correspondent 
for a powerful British newspaper. Because it would be libelous in England 
to mention the man's name it isn't. It tells haw this, correspondent tried 
to send out an uncensored story about Loyalist terrorism—that the soldiers 
are wantonly shot dead by their own fellows, etc. *** Hemingway tried to 
tell the newcomer that such terror happened last year—not anymore. 

-Nevertheless the man Insisted on sending out the. fabrication by a 

newspaper girl, who didn't know the contents of the sealed envelope. Had 
she been caught with it on her.person, she would have been shot. -— The 
newspapermen there finally intercepted the envelope and destroyed it. 


"What I want to bring out here is that Ernest Hemingway, a courageous 
individual, whom I admire, and an able story teller, who had Just gone 
to Spain, tried to talk upon political matters, which Ernest Hemingway 
does not understand, but has Just been whitewashing Communist terror- in ^ 
Spain in the various articles he had.written in the United States. He 
has here admitted that the Ccsmunlsts have been spreading terror in Spain 
and shooting their fellow loyalists in the backs." 
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According to the February. U,' 1939 issue of the Daily Record, seventy- 
eight, of .Americans leading writers released an appeal on February 3, 1939 by 
Pearl Buck, Ernest Sutherland Bates and. Ernest. Hemingway,. for the raising of 
the embargo which prevented the Spanish Republlo.from.buying.arms. in. the United 
States.for its defense» An.account of this.also..appeared.in the Peoples' World 
on February 7, 1939. 


On May 2U, 1939, the DailyWorker carried an article entitled, "Hemingway 


to Talk at writer's Rally?. This_article .stated_.that_Emest Hemingway,. distinguished 
American, writer,, would make, his _firs.t public_appearance.since_his_re.cent return 
from Spain, at the publio meeting of the American.Writer's Congresstobe held 
at Carnegie Hall, Friday evening, June. Ji,. that Hemingway, who had bought and 
equipped two ambulances for the Spanish Loyalists, reported, the Civil.War for a 
syndicate of American, newspapers. According to this, article, Earl Browder, 

General Secretary ef the Communist Party, would also address tills meeting on 
the problems of the intellectual and the people's front against Fascism. 


A clipping reportedly from Hew York Times of.September 21, 191*1,. was 
furnished by a confidential source. This clipping announced that a dinner 
forum on Europe wohld be held October ,9, at the Hotel Biltmore in New York, 
under the auspices of the American Committee to Save Refugees, the Exile Commit tee 
of the League of American-Writers, and the United American. Spanish. Aid Commit tee 
to raise funds for the transportation of anti-Fascist refugees from French 
concentration camps to the Americas. This clipping stated- that Lillian.Heilman 
II and Ernest Hemingway were co-chairmen of the dinner forum committee. 

I The above mentioned confidential source made the following remark 

\concerning Lillian Heilman and Ernest Hemingway: " Lillian He ilman , who together 
Iwith Ernest Hemingway Is co-chairman, is. an outright Communist. -Hemingway 
Who is on the outs, with the Communists, apparently, is. serving as. an innocent 
yjfriend." This source also made the allegation that the above mentioned 
|prganizationa.:were. "100$ Communist controlled apd run." MU 'A 

Abraham Lincoln Brigade 


The New York Times of May- 8, 1938 stated that Friends of the .Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade.,. 12$ West.U5th Street, New York City.put.out a quarterly magazine 
known as "Among Friends". Hemingway was. reported to be a contributor to this 
publication which was described as being.devoted to the Loyalist, cause, in Spain 
and more particularly to the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 


. The Daily. Worker .of February. 3 ,-1939 indicated that Hemingway, would 

I speak on February 22, 1939 at a memorial, meeting to be held in honor of the., 

I men who died fighting in the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. ^ 

The following article appeared in the February 11, 1939 issue of th«T 
Daily Worker* ' /' ■ 




4 


- 6 - 



"HEJUNQffAI TO TALK AT SPAIN VET: 

* Stella Adler Opens Tag Day Drire; Meetings 

Spur Spain Aid 

4 

"Ernest Hemingway will make his. first public appearance In two 
years at a memorial meeting to honor all ..the Americans who died fighting / 
for democracy In Spain. Die meeting will be held Wednesday, Feb. 22, 
Washington's Birthday, at 8 P. M. at the Manhattan Center, 3Uth Street 
and Eighth Avenue under the auspices of the Friends of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade. 

"In tribute to his splendid work in behalf of the American while he 
was in Spain, Hemingway, will be escorted to the platform, by a guard of 
honor composed of UO veterans of the Lincoln Brigade.. Hemingway personally 
purchased several ambulances which were assigned.to the Lincoln Brigade. 

n Our dead are a part of the earth of Spain now and the earth of 
Spain can never die, Hemingway, explained. 'Each winter it will seem to 
die and each spring it will come alive again. Our dead will live with 
it forever....And as long as all our dead live in the Spanish earth, 
and they will live as long as the earth lives, no system of tyranny 
1 ever will prevail.' 

Along with Hemingway, Vincent Sheean will also deliver a euology to 
the men who died in Spain. Langdon W. Post, will preside." 

One Joseph North wrote a book entitled "Men in the Ranks" which purported 
to be the story of twelve Americans in Spain and which was published by the 
Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in March, 1939. Hemingway wrote a forward 
for this book. 

In June, 1939 Hemingway's name was listed on the letterhead of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade as one of its sponsors. 

The May 5, 19Ll issue of the Daily Worker, Page 2, contained an article 
entitled, "Vets Parley to Stress Fight for Peace Policy". This article reported . 
a speech made by one John Gates a former Lieutenant Colonel, who fought in Spain, 
and credited Gates with making the following statement concerning Ernest Hemingway: 
"The war makers today," said Gates, "are actively using enemies who formerly 
worked with the movement for the Spanish Republic.'' 

The speaker named such men as Louis Fischer, Ralph Bates, Vincent 
Sheean, and Ernest Hemingway. He referred especially to Fischer's autobiography 
which slanders the Spanish Communists and the Soviet Union, and Bates referred 
to speeches attacking the Communist Party. Bates also reportedly stated that 
the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade must "boldly expose the partial 
war policies of the Roosevelt administration•" 



\ 




An article appeared in the November 25, 19l*l issue ofc the Daily Worker 
entitled "Hemingway Heme, Calls Chamberlain 'Known War Fascist, 1 Decries Nazi 
Terror." mis article announced that Hemingway had recently returned from Spain, 
and the Spanish Civil War, and stated that: 


"Hemingway characterized the new pact, between France and Germany 
'shameful' and added '.I think there is.no.doubt that. Chamberlain can be 
called.the No. 2 Fascist of Europe. Hitler is still No. 1, but Chamberlain 
can easily be ranked in.second place.' 

"The Loyalists are holding up splendidly against the combined armies 
of Hitler, Mussolini, and Franco, the report stated. 'However, they are 
badly in need of food, and supplies, and all democracies should come to 
their assistance.' » »»)O H hh h h h< He had strong praise for the members of 
tiie Abraham Lincoln Battalion, and called several of them by their first 
names. 'However, the work of the International Brigade is done,' 

Hemingway said. 'The Loyalist army is now entirely Spanish, and what a 
wonderful military machine it is. Their courage is almost beyond belief."* 

A letterhead on the stationery of the Friends of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade Rehabilitation Fund, Inc., 109 North Dearborn Street, Room 1*08, Chicago, 
Illinois, listed the name of Ernest Hemingway as a sponsor for this organiza¬ 
tion. This.letter was addressed to all "International Worker's Order lodges", 
and requested that the various lodges raise at least $50 each to be used for 
hospitalization of wounded veterans who had returned to the United States. 

American Rescue Ship Mission 

An article appeared in the January 16, 19Ul issue of The Dally Worker, 
entitled "Hemingway Reaffirms Backing of Rescue Ship", which stated "Ernest 
Hemingway, noted American author who covered the war in Spain, tonight reaffirmed 
his vigorous support of the American Rescud Ship. Mission, it was announced at 
the national headquarters of the project^ 200 ^th Avenue, by Miss Helen R. Bryan, 
executive secretary. 

"In a cable communication sent from Havana and addressed to Dr. Edward 
K. Bar sky. National Chairman of the United American Spanish Aid Committee, the 
administrating body for the mission,. Mr... Hemingway praised the work of Dr. Bar sky 
in Spain, and expressed the sincere.hope that a ship would be obtained 'as soon 
as it ia_ humanly.possible_to. do so'". 

Both the American Rescue Ship Mission and United American Spanish Aid 
Committee were reported as having.been Communis.treontrolled organizations. 

An article appeared In the July 26, 1938 issue of The Daily Worker, 
official Communist Party organ, which listed Hemingway aa one of the sponsors 
for the American Relief Ship for Spain. 



Emergency Conference to Save Spanish 



In December 19U1, It was alleged that Hemingway had been a sponsor 
of the Emergency Conference to save Spanish Refugees, which at the time of the 
receipt of this information, waa no longer in existence. 


Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 

Hemingway was listed in a memorandum received on August 27, 19U2, 
from a confidential source as being a national sponsor for the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee. This source made the following comment concerning the committee: 

"On February 2U, 19U2 the American Committee to Save Refugees and 
the United American Spanish Aid Committee met in executive session and 
amalgamated to form the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, hereinafter 
referred to as JAFRC. The purposes of the JAFRC are reported to be the 
returning to the United States of American, members of the Loyalist Army 
of Spain who have been in prison or internment camps in Spain or France 
since the conclusion of the Spanish Civil war and to furnish a refuge 
1 for refugees from the present government of Spain. It seems to have 
I broadened its alms to include the refugees of any of the countries of 
Europe which have been overrun by the Nazis. The two original organiza¬ 
tions were decidedly Communistic and were controlled by Communists for 
the benefit of Communists, extreme radicals, and the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade. It is believed that the present organization is of the same 
(nature. It is reported that it has approximately fifty active members." 

I 

Medical Bureau To Aid Spanish Democracy 


A circular bearing the date of January, 1937 with the title, "Medical 
Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy", and reportedly issued from 381 Fourth Avenue, 
New York City, stated that this organization had furnished eight hospitals, 

113 nurses, and fifty-two ambulances, and that the writers, artists, screen and 
stage workers had been most active in securing medical aid for the Spanish 
people, that during 1937, they had contributed about $10,000 to the medical 
bureau. This circular named Ernest Hemingway as having purchased two ambulances. 
Hemingway was also credited with the purchase of these two ambulances in a New 
York Times article on January 12, 1937* This article named Saul Carson, the 
Executive Director of the Medical Bureau as ita source, of Information. In a 
telegram to the Medical Bureau office in New York City, Hemingway had reportedly 
signified his intention of going.to Spain soon. 

On May 10, 1937 there appeared a large ad in the New York Times by 
the Medical Bureau which the ad itself described as being affiliated with, the 
North American Committee to aid Spanish Democracy* Hemingway was listed as 
one of the sponsors who had already helped than. 

Motion Picture Artists Committee 


The "News of the World," which was published by the Hollywood Anti- 
Nazi League and which has been described as "a Journal in defense of American 



democracy" contained an article on November 19, 1937- which listed Hemingway 
as one of the speakers for a huge "Christmas Drive for Spanish Children 11 . 

This drive was reportedly sponsored by the Hotion Picture Artists Committee. 

North Ameri^n Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy 

H. L. Chainaux, Director of the National Americanism Commission of 
the American Legion, while testifying before the Dies Committee on August 17, 

1938, read, into the record an article which appeared in the April 16, 1938 issue 
of the Daily Worker concerning the North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. 

The information from this article, as furnished by Mr. Challlaux, is 
as follows: 


Following an appeal by Ernest Hemingway, Vincent Sheehan, and Louis 
Fischer for funds for ambulance to meet emergency conditions in Spain, 
$1,002 was received by the Washington chapter of the Medical Bureau and 
North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy, 381 Fourth Avenue, 

Dr. Herman F. Reissig, executive secretary announced yesterday. 

"The telegram from Joel Berrell, of the Washington Friends of Sp ani sh 
Democracy, reads: 'In response to recent cable from Hemingway, Sheehand, 
and Fischer for ambulances, we are wiring, herewith $1,002. We understand 
ambulances will be at tha front within 3 days of receipt of the money in 
Paris. If time permits, the ambulance should be marked: ’Gift of the 
Federal employees of Washington, S. C., 0. S. A. 1 Advise by wire today 
that th-ia money has been cabled abroad.•" 

Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign 


Ernest Hemingway was listed as a sponsor on a letterhead of the Spanish 
Refugee Relief Campaign dated April 19, 1939. 


United Spanish Aid Conmittee 


A circular was reportedly issued by the United Spanish Aid Committee, 
Room 55b, Bradburg Building, 30b South Broadway, Los Angeles, California, having 
no date but bearing an address of Room. 810-200 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

This circular declared that the object of the above mentioned organization was 
to "help free men of the International Brigade in French and Spanish prison 
camps," a campaign for the release of the International Volunteers, U,000 of 
whom were allegedly in French concentration camps. This circular listed Ernest 
Hemingway as one of the endorsers of the campaign to aid International Volunteers. 


United Youth Conmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy 


A report was received from a confidential informant who had covered 
a meeting of the United Youth Conmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy, held^at the 
Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles, California on February 2k, 1937. According 



to this informant, approximately 1|,000 persons attended this.meeting. which had 
been previously advertised .by. the Communist press, and at organisational meetings. 
Donald Ogden Stewart presided, at the meeting, and lauded Ernest Hemingway for 
donating an ambulance to the Spanish.Loyalists. 

Writers and Artists Ambulance Corps 

The Daily Worker of January 12, 1938 described Hemingway as one of 
the sponsors of the Writers and Artists Ambulance Corps which was said to have 
sent ambulances to Spain. Hemingvray was credited with having personally purchased 
the first two ambulances which were sent to that country in May, 1937. 


Possible Connections with Communist Party 

The following information was secured from a confidential, sources 

"Ernest Hemingway, New fork specialty writer for New Masses and Daily 
Worker, page 1, Daily Worker, 9-13-35; wires greeting to Soviet Union, 
page 2, Daily Worker, 5-2-38." 

v 

A former letterhead of the Deutsches Volksecho, which bore the date 
of February 16, 1939, carried the name of Earnest Hemingway as one of the 
contributors to this, group. 


In the fall, of 19U0 Hemingway's, name was.included in a group of names 
of individuals who were said to be engaged in Communist activities. These 
individuals were reported to occupy positions on. the "intellectual front" and 
were said to render valuable, service as.propagandists. According to'the informant, 
those whose names were included on this list loaned their efforts politically 
as writers, artists and speakers and traveled throughout the country supporting 
and taking part. s in COBnnunist front meetings and In the program of the Party 
generally. They were alleged to be particularly active in the then paramount 
Communist Party objective,, namely,, defeat, of the preparedheas. program. 



Washington, 


Hemingway, according to a confidential source who furnished information 
on October U, 19Ul, was one of the "heads" of the Committee for Medical Aid 
to the Soviet Union. This informant alleged that.the above-mentioned committee 
was backed by the Communist Party. 

On December 27, 19U1, an individual Et the Russian-Embas. 

D. C., reportedly made inquiries relative to Hemingway'8 address, 
of these inquiries is not known. <X>A 

Dr. Alfred Kantorowica listed Hemingway as a reference at the time ^ 
he filled out his alien registration form. Kantorowica is a German alien and 'f’" s 
has been reported to be one of the chief liaison men between the German Communists'C 
In Mexico and the German Communists in the United States*. He was also allegedly 
the founder of. the League of German Writers in Exile in Paris, France. / , 


purpose 
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In January, 19h2 it was reported thatthe American..Russian Cultural 
Association, Ino., of New York City, put out a small jpamphlet. soliciting support. 
The name of Ernest Hemingway, appeared, therein.as a member of the Board of 
Honorary Advisors. 

This group was purportedly .organized to foster!better relations between 
the United States and Russia. 

A confidential informant reported on September. 23., .l?hl, that Ernest 
Hemingway had broken all ties with tire Communists. 
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American Committee for the Protection of Foreign-Born 


In January, 1940, Hemingway addressed letters over his personal 
signature endorsing the work of the American Committee for the Protection 
of Foreign-Born and soliciting the assistance of various persons. He re¬ 
quested that any contributions in the form of checks be made payable to him* 

A confidential source furnished a memorandum dated October 18, 1941, 
concerning the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign-Born. This 
memorandum states that on March 2 and 3, 1940, the above-mentioned organisation 
held its Fourth Annual Conference in Washington, D. C. and disseminated a 
circular soliciting sponsors. According to this memorandum, the circular 
contained a printed picture of the head and left am of the Statue of Liberty, 
and opposed "registration and fingerprinting of non-citizens", which was re¬ 
garded as a discrimination against the foreign-born. This circular was signed 
Jointly by Ernest Hemingway and Dr. William Allen Neilson, as co-chairmen 
for the Committee of Sponsors. 

A list of the sponsors of the American Committee for the Protection 
of Fbreign-Born, 79 ** 5th Avenue, New York City, which was dated August 1940, 
contained the name of Ernest Hemin&ray. 

According to a confidential source, Hemingway and one Dr. William 
A. Neilson, who were co-chairmen of the Committee of Sponsors for the Fourth 
Annual Conference of this organization, wrote to the Editor of the People's 
World, an alleged Communist newspaper at San Francisco, seeking financial 
support for the committee in its drive against anti-alien bills then pending 
in Congress. 

The Daily Worker of January 2, 1941, stated that Carey Williams, 
the California Commissioner of Immigration and Housing] Professor azlter 
Rautenstrauch, Dean of the School of Mechanical Engineering at Columbia Uni¬ 
versity, and Dr. Max Tergan, President of the National Negro Congress, had 
accepted invitations to serve as co-chairmen of the 150 sponsors for the 
Fifth National Conference of the American Committee far the Protection of 
Foreign-Born to be held In Atlantic City on March 29 and 30, 1941. Hemingway 
was named as one of the sponsors of the Congress. 


American writers Congress 

A circular advertising an "American Writers Congress* to be held- 
at Carnegie Hall, New York City, on June 4, 1937, stated that Ernest Hemingway 



and Earl Browder were to be speakers at this Congress* An account of this 
also appeared in the New York Times of May 24, 1937, which carried an article 
stating that Hemingsay, who bad spent some months in Spain, would make his 
first public talk on conditions there at the opening session of the National 
Congress of American Writers on June 4, 1937, at Carnegie Hall. Other speakers 
at this meeting, over which Archibald MacLeish presided, were Senator Gerald 
P. Nye, Birl Browder, Donald Ogden Stuart and Representative John P* Barnard* 

A confidential source commenting on this article stated that Hemingway was 
close to the Communist Party, but that he had no knowledge of Hemingway’s 
actual membership in the Party* 

An article appeared in the New York World Telegraph of Juno 5, 1941, 
entitled "Writer's Congress Held Communist Cultural Front*. This article 
was written by Frederick Woltman, a staff writer of the newspaper, and stated, 
"the Fourth American Writers Congress opening tomorrow at the Commodore Hotel 
is part of a Communist cultural front which, since its origin six years ago, 
consistently has followed the political deviations of the Soviet Union and 
the Communist Party, a survey by the World Telegraph showed today*" 

This article goes on to state that the writers Congress had been 
supported by many prominent individuals who resigned from this organisation 
when the Communist Party "scrapped collective security and went in for 
Isolationism following the Hitler Stalin Pact." Listed among the persons 
who were no longer connected with the writers Congress due to its alleged 
following of the Communist Party Line, was the name of Ernest Hemingway* 


League of Am erican Writers 

On February 21, 1941, Hemingway was reported as being a vice- 
president and member of the Board of Directors for the League of American 
Writers, Inc., which is reportedly a Communist Front organisation* 

A circular purportedly published by the National Board of the 
League of American Writers, Inc., carried the name of Erne at Hemingpray as 
President of this National Board* This circular solicited financial aid for 
those individuals who had fought with the Loyalists in the Spanish Revolution, 
and stated that the attempt was being made to bring them to Mexico* It con¬ 
tained the following statement concerning the alleged need for these persons 
to be removed from a {Tench concentration camp* 

"This cry no longer comes from seme twenty writers thanks 
to the $13,200 which was raised at a dinne r we held on October 17 
in cooperation with a committee of leading publishers. Passage to ^ 
Mexico has been bought for these fortunate exiles. But at least .75 
others are awaiting our help. It now costs $600.00 per person to get 
than safely out of France to Mexico* While they wait in Lisbon for 
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their chance to board the over-crowded boats, /theymust live, they 
mast have food, money, medicine* And they count on us. Democratic 
Americans, to bring them to the safety of the New aferld." 


Mexican Trio 

_On Februar y 2* 1942, one _ 

I I wrote to l I 

l stating that he was expecting the Heaingwayw for a visit. The 
writer of the letter suggested that the addressee come to Mexico for a visit 
also and said that if she got as far as Cuba the Hemingways would bring her 
to Mexico on their yacht* A communication from another source dated August 
20, 1942, indicated that Hemingway was expected in September, 19A2. U 


According to a confidential informant who furnished information 
on March 27, 1942, Ernest Hemingway was then residing at the Hotel Refoxma 
in Mexico City, Mexico, under an assumed name. This informant stated that 
he had not been able to ascertain this assumed name, but alleged that 
Hemingway was spending "all his time and most nights* at the apartment of 
one Gustav Regler, "the German Communist author", who, the informant stated, 
was attempting to get into the United States* It was this informant's opinion 
that it was "highly significant" that Hemingway spent so much time with 
Regler in such a secretive manner./jr) 


GENERAL INFORMATION 

On one occasion Heaingway wrote an article against war which 
appeared in Esquire Magasins. This article was later incorporated in a 

pamphlet prepared by the American Youth Congress and one individual at least 
was arrested for distributing these on November 11, 193$, in Seattle, 
Washington. 

According to the April, 1939, Bulletin of Films for Democracy, 

Ernest Hemingway was at that time a member of the Advisory Board of this 
group. 

On an unspecified date Honirgway tried to contact French Ambassador 
Gaston Henri-Heye. The reason for his desire to contact the Ambassador is not 
known* Mrs* Hemingway also tried to contact the French Ambassador on December 
18, 1940. 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
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Re: ERNEST HEMINGWAY 
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Dear Sir: 
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Habana Communist dally newspaper7\"Hoy" on A prll 25, 
an extensive attack against ERNEST HEMINGWAY, dis- 

~?HE 1 H 

Lr 


’’THE LAST POSI- 


The 

1943, carried 

played under a four-column heavy title-line: 

TION OF THE TRAITOR HEMINGWAY". J 

This article, written by Raul^onzalez/fTunon, labeled 
HEMINGWAY'S "For Whom the Bell Tolls" a book "so'miserable, so 
slanderous, that It met with excellent reception among the' 
Fascists, .the Trotskyists and the Munlchists". 

,,It condemned Hemingway .as one of the "war tourists" 
who went to Spain, "not to seek the popular and eternal Spain 
but to seek curious 'effeminate' queer characters". On his 
failure to find such characters In the Loyalist zone, the article 
says, he made friends with the most "dellrius" adventurers In¬ 
filtrated In the CNT (Confederaclon Nacional de Trabajo) and with 
the Individualists of the Trot sky la$«„&r.Q.UP- of the POUM (Partldo 
Obrero Unlficado Marxista). - 

"The attacks on Andre Mari^vf^Pv. copggjtj&£j 
tltlon of known slanders whose origin mi 
propaganda office of Dr. Goebbels", ti 

(sisj 

It continues with the charge 
the champion of the race theory in reverse, 
the United States a campaign for the sterlllz^ 
mans as a means of preserving peace. That is 
this a racial war against Germany. He shakes hands with Goebbels 
who, trying to prevent the disaster of the German people, says 
that 'the iskln of every German Is at stake in this war'. This 
idea of Hemingway's is a Trotskyist Idea at 
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The article closes with the statement: "Here Is the 
literate Hemingway, author of a slande’roue book which Is a re¬ 
hash of others of his, this time directed against the Communist 
party and against the Spanish people. Here Is the portrait of 
the revolutionary tourist. His deBtlny will be the destiny of 
all traitors, of all provocateurs who maneuver openly or In 
cover against the Communist party, against the people, against 
history. And against good literature.JV 

According to 



_ Hemingway was much exer- 

clsed by the publication of this article. He stated that 
Hemingway had circulated among Spanish refugees In Habana, 
among whom are many Communists, and had branded the article as 
"untrue and unfair", (Eft Lt 

Istated that Hemingway feared the attack 


b6 
b7C 
b7 D 


would affect sales or his book and at the same time cause many 
of Hemingway's Communist friends to- turn against him. He stated 
that Hemingway told certain of these friends that the article 
had "made him so sick he couldn't eat" 4 


_ 1 



| said the Basque Republicans, with 


tne exception or a few Communists, regarded Hemingway as being 
"too extreme" for them. They are particularly critical of him 
for what they regard as his anti-Catholic viewpoints. Most of 
the Basques are staunch Catholics.^jp) 
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I EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


HABANA, CUBA 


ie 26, 1943 


taTpear Siry AT2l J0 ;6 . 


Re: ERNEST HEMINGWAY -- 
Cr.VSST^TKD w.Tsim¥mm CE ACTIVITIES IN CUBA 
BY nrm Rr.'Y.YT REVIEW COMMITTEE (DRC) _ _ 

&ii, id ■ a 8 U defers 


As of interest to the Bureau, the following matters 
‘affecting general intelligence activities are set forth. s 

k u 

|1) Communist Attack on Ernest Hemingway 

[ SIS #360 has submitted si memorandum concerning the 

► attack in the Communist newspageTJJ^Hoy" of April 26, 1943, 
against Ernest Hemingway. The article is entitled, "The Last 
iJ^^i-tlon .of the Traitor Hemingway," and is written by Raul 
rvJonzale aftfunon. 




The article attacks Hemingway on several grounds. 

► First, it condemns him as being one of the "war tourists" who 

S went to Spain, not to seek the popular and eternal Spain, but F. 

to seek curious, "effeminate", queer characters. Not finding WaH 
I such characters in the Loyalist zone, they made friends with 
| the most "delirious" adventurers infiltrated in the CNT and 
.with the individualists of the Trotskyist group of the POUM. ^ «r*J 
On Hemingway's return to America, he published a book that was 
"so miserable, so slanderous", that it met with excellent recep-vHT^ 
ition among the Fascists, the Trotskyists and the Munichists. 

This was "For Whom the Bell Tolls." "The attacks on Andre 
Marty.. .constitute a repetition of known &Lgg.ders whose origin 
Jmiat be sought in the propaganda office j$>f, Dr. (j^fo be ^La." . ^s. 

|r Now, the article states Hemingjy ( py* Is a ifaam pion. o i fzns ^ 

race theory, in reverse. He advocates in. ^i^®fnit ed States a| 
^campaign for the sterilization of all Ge*ra8ns as t .msans of pre¬ 
serving peace. That is, he wants to make a his a i afiy.arMrar'o 1943 
against Germany. He shakes hands with Goebbels, rho, trying to 
‘ prevent the disaster of the German people, says tl " the skin 
of every German is at stake In this war." This idea of Hemingway's 
is a Trotskyist idea at the service of Nazism. >- 
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The article closes stating - "Here is the literate 
Hemingway, author of a slanderous book which is a rehashing of 
others of his, this time directed against the Communist Party 
and against the Spanish people. Here is the portrait of the 
revolutionary tourist. His destiny will be the destiny of all 
traitors, of all provocateurs who maneuver openly or in cover 
against the Communist Party, against the people, against history. 

And against good literature." ' 

The original of the above article is retained in the 
files of this office since the above sets forth a complete and 
adequate summary. 

b6 

2) Intelligence Activities of Mr. Hemingway b7c ' 

N 

i It is learned that at the present time, Hemingway is ^ 

continuing a project /for which he received permission from the 
Naval Attache, Colonel" Hayne D. Boyden, USM(Q^nvolving a check ^ 
of coastal waters off northern Cuba for thfiTpossibility of enemy 
submarine or clandestine radio activity. |He is ftftcnwmflnind in hia , 
,bqat by an employe’s of the Naval Attache's office, | ^ 

who has some training in radio monitoring and direction 7^ ^ 

finding, and has some equipment with him for this purpo s 

Although the^emingway land intelligence organization [ 
was shut down by the Ambassador on April 1, 1943, this office 
continues from time to time to receive copies of m^moranpla sub- 1 
mitted to Mr. Hemingway's assistant, Mr. _, Gust avg»& uran.‘who is I 
now employed at _the -American- Embassy as -a membernf" the Auxiliary 
Foreign Service. These memoranda -are few in number and relate to 
cases which were previously under investigation. Mr. Duran has 
stated that they are submitted to him by the former Operatives of 
the Hemingway organization-on a volant ear", basis. It is neverthe¬ 
less known to the writer that Hemingway personally had 122 gallons 
of gasoline charged to him from the Embassy's private gasoline 
allotment, for the month of April 1943. When the Hemingway organ¬ 
ization was functioning, arrangements were made that gasoline 
necessary for transportation in connection with the intelligence 
work would be allotted from the Embassy's private stock, which is 
apaf*t from and not subject to Cuban rationing restrictions. 

J Mrs. Erne^fctffiemingway, the former MQJthaTGellharn,- a 

writer fof^Cbilirdi'a,'ftvecenEly solicited fromT^Tn.r i ?r > Joyce, 

Second Secretary of Embassy, information- concerning conditions on 
the island of Martinique, with special reference to American-French 
relations in regard to the "blocade" of Martinique. She sought 
this information in order to complete a book setting forth results 
of a cruise in Caribbean waters which-she took in the fall of 1942. 
Mr. Joyce obtained the information from Mr. James Bonbright, who 
is handling the French desk in the Department of State. 
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3) Relations with Bureau Informants 






assisting/'Chi3 office, 
did it wish its work known to 


which has been actively 
Informed SIS #788 that under no conditions 


anyone in the Embassy outside of'this 


office, because of their fear that their connection ? and activities 
would thereby become known to Mr. Ernest He mingway. 


stated that the Basques 
resent the pro-communist sympathies’or Mr. Hemingway, who is well 
acquainted with many members of the Basque Colony through his 
interest in Jai Alai players; and also, being themselves a deeply 
religious people, they feel offended by what they consider the 
open anti-Catholic sentiments of Hemingway X jjt)IjM 


On the other hand, Mr. Hemingway entertained Secretary 
of the Treasury Henry Morgenthau at his finca during the visit 
of this, official to Habana in March of this year. Since that 
time, correspondence has passed from the Secretary of the 
Treasury to Mr. Hemingway through the State Department diplomatic 
pouch. 


RGL:RM 


Very truly yours, 

Legal Attache 
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a relations with 



, Erneat Hemingway haa resided almost continuously In Odba oh 

small country estate at San Francisco da Paula, outside Harana, during 
(/■if the past two Tears, In this time he completed his latest hook, a com- 
kj^pllatlon of war stories, published In the fall of 1942. 

! 1 

A- Hemingway knows Cuba well and has lived on the Island for 

* various periods during the past 12 years. He is well known as a sports¬ 
man, engaging In deep sea fishing from hla own fishing boat and maintaining 
a pigeon shooting range on his own property. He is a well known figure at 
jai alal matches and a back-slapping friend of the Basque jal alai players. 

In Havana ha frequents the Florldlta and Basque Bar, two famous spots where 
prominent Cabans and Americans gather at Lin-bke^eveolag*- —— 

During the current period of hl»]Mgl4aiJ^^^^^^^gway'<md' 
no contact with the American Embassy until August, ( iotf^ir^ 

cultivate the friendship of an American Consul on a per^g^L ^slsj^e^ore 
this date. An Smbassy employee and friend of this Consul.remarked to., the. 
Legal Attache that Hemingway's purpose appeared to ;baite.T^htJOtfme:Jmaii:::!! ' 1 
of an "in” with American authorities at a tlms whan he was only interested 
In completing his book. In August>^1942, Hemingway was^lntrodnced to^ne s f 
American Ambassador, Mr. Spruilltfpraden, and volunteered hla service* to « 
engage In Intelligence work. The 'Ambassador Inquired of the Legal attache 
whether Hemingway would be useful to Investigate the Spanish Falange with the 
aid of Spanish Bepubllcan refugees known to him. The Ambassador said 
jEjxjp. that he regarded Hemingway's experience in the Spanish Civil War and 
his longtime acquaintance with Spain and the Spanish people as giving 
BUY him unique qualifications to investigate the Spanish Falange In Cuba 
uHino which the Ambassador regarded as an Imminent danger. 
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The Ambassador's inquiry vac taken op by Mr. Joyce, Second 
Secretary of the Knbaety, with the Legal Attache and Mr. Joyce was ad* 

▼lead that there waa some que at ion aa to the attitude of Mr. Henlagway 
to the FBI, with which organisation he had presumably been requested to 
work. This question existed. Mr. Joyce was advised, because of Hemingway's 
action aa a principal algner ofjthe denoonolation of the FBI In the 
Detroit Commnniat-Spaaiah enlistment case In 1940 and also because of 
Hemingway's remark on meeting the Legal Attache some weeks previously at 
which time he referred to the FSI as "the American Gestapo.” Mr. Joyce 
volunteered to sound out Hemingway on his attitude toward the FBI, as 
casually as possible, and returned with the advice that Hemingway had 
paid no particular attention to the petition he signed in 1940 denouncing 
the FBI and could now hardly remember what It said; Hemingway told Mr. 
jJoyee that people are always shoving petitions under his nose and like 
many famous people he is inclined to sign them on the request of a friend 
without full information as to their contents. Hemingway also dismissed 
the reference to the FBI as "the American Gestapo” as a mere Jest. 

The American Ambassador, neverthelsss, decided to engage Hemingway's 
services under his own personal direction without any direot contact with the 
Legal Attache. Arrangements were made whereby copies of Hemingway 1 ■ reports 
would be furnished to the Legal Attache In order that the latter might be 
advised of development* in.investigations conducted into the Spanish 
Falange by Xmest Hemingway. | 


These report■ began to be submitted in September, 1942. At \ 

first they related principally to individuals tingled out ae pro-Falang* | 
or pro-Franco regardless of nationality. The form of the report consisted 1 
of the original Spanish dictation of Hemingway's operative to which a sheet 
of comments was attached by Hemingway signed only "X. H.” The information 
submitted by the Spanish operative haa almost always been of the denounoiatlon 
type characteristic of European police investigations. Thus, a Spanish or 
Cuban merchant would be reported ae "violently pro-Franco, filled with 
Totalitarian ideas and opposed to the United States and the Democratic 
Powers,” Detail* of the subject '* activity or statements on tdtich the fore¬ 
going conclusions were based were almost always lacking. In one case a 
subject was denounced ae a Fascist because of the out-worn character and 
obstinacy of his ideas (”For la Antlguedad y Contumacla de sue Op ini one a”), 
although the informant's report stated that he had no other indication of 
the character or sympathies 0 j the subject. Ho follow ups of the subjects 
were made. a 

The organisation which Hemingway gathered for this work was com- \ 
posed exclusively of Spanish Republican refugees in Cuba. Their identity ' \ 

was not disclosed in Hemingway's reports but they were designated by a 
number. They grew from an original fores of four full-time operatives, 
alleged to be former members of the Spanish police force, and.,12^partrtim* 
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undercover agents employed as 'barkeepers, waiters, eto. to a total number 
of 36 informants composed of six full-time operatIres and' 30 undercover 
informants. The organisation was located not only la Havana but also at 
Mat ansae, Oamagney and Santiago de Cuba, all down the island. The ex¬ 
penses of the organisation we^e paid from the special foods of the 
American. Xmbassy at the direction of the Ambassador and came to total 
nearly a thousand dollars a month. It is not known whether the 
identity of Hemingway*s informants was ever disclosed to the Aaerloan 
Ambassador but it is the belief of the Legal Attache that their Identity 
was known only to Hemingway. i 



Hemingway Claimed to operate the organisation with the greatest 
possible discretion, hawing sub-chiefs who contacted the actual Investi¬ 
gators and in turn reported to him, thereby separating him from any 
direct contact with the investigative work. To prevent any pollee f 
action, however, the Ambassador personally requested of General Benltes . 
a letter stating that Hemingway wae known to. the Ambassador and was a 
person of hie confidence. General Benltes responded with a letter for 
Hemingway stating that Hemingway was known to him. General Benltes, and 
should receive every consideration. This is not ea exact statement since 
the only contact between General Benltes and Hemingway has bsen through 


the letter from the American Ambaesador making the above request. 

In acting on Hemingway* ■ reports, the Legal Attache investigated 
■lx eases which appeared to be of importanoe. In all six eases which wore 
taken up with the Cuban Polios, the information was found to be erroneous. 
The Legal Attache thereupon pointed out to Mr. Joyce that It would be in¬ 
advisable for the Legal Attache to further rl.sk the prestige which the 
PBI enjoyed with the Cuban Police by referring to the Police reports' 
which were obviously ill-founded. Mr. Joyce said he fully appreciated 


this position and would insist that a thorough check be mads by the 
Hemingway organisation on the accuracy of its information before the 
Legal Attache was aisked to take any hotlon^^^| 

In August, 1943, Hemingway suggested to the Ambassador that 
^pf^^Oustavo Durah* a Spaniard employed by the American Government in Washington, 
oe' Jl br oughfso Cuba to operate his organisation during a 30-day absence of 
W Hemingwurfon a government mission for the Vavul Attache along the ooaet 

of Cuba!} Hemingway stated that he knew Duran well during the Spanish Civil 
Lnff at which time Duran was a corps commander in the Spanish Republican 
P Army and successfully defended the Valencia Trout against the franco 
a forces until further resistance wae made impossible because of the 
^ collapse of other fronts. Hemingway described Duran as a "military and 1 
intelligence genius of the type like lapoleoa that comas along once in a 
hundred years. ■ Hs said that Duran, who had married an American girl in * 
Ingland after the Spanish war, spoke Trench, German, Xngllsh and soms^j^ 

5p|b. 

J yfxi 


Memorandum for Hr. Ladd. 
PageV 


CONFStf 


J "'i 


Russian; that ha was pure Republican, not a Communist, and would gat 
to the bottom of tha falaage In short order. Hemingway said that Doran 
was wasting his time as an employee of tha Division of Cultural Halations 
In tha Departna&t of State and should be brought to Cuba to direct 
Hemingway*■ intelligence organisation at least for this Halted period. 

It was learned by tha Legal Attache that Doran was actually an employee of 
the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, for which reason it was pointed 
out by the Legal Attache to the Ambassador that Daraa*s. assignment In 
'connection with lntelligonoe work In Cube might raise jurisdictional questions 
in Washington. The Ambassador took the position that Doran would be woxking 
directly under the Snbassy and In any event Ms assignment was only 
temporary for a period of 30 days.(jjp ^ 

CMr« Durand arrived In Cuba early in Hovember, 1943, and began 
working with Hemingway. Hie work has not been of the same sensational 
character as Hemlngwayh, as noted below, but has not been in any way 
different or distinct from tbs type of reports which Hemingway had submitted. 
These reports as mentioned above are of the type received by Bureau field 
Divisions from voluntary oomplainants, being unapeelflo and unverified 
and showing no continuing investigation to establish a line of conduct or \ 
■usplelous activities by the subject. V. 

j '■ t » m in. w ^ 

The only innovation introduced by.ljtr^Daran^ras an attempted 
partial eovarage of public opinion in Cuba in relation to the war and the 
Dhited States submitted in reports entitled "The Yoice of the Street." 

These reports contain quotations from persons in cafes, Mrs and pool rooms 
and claim to set out the opinion of the people regarding developments in 
the war. They are, however, limited to the type of individual met in 
such places and, in the opinion of the Legal Attache, do not represent a 
fair cross section of general public opinion. Likewise, in the extent of 
their coverage, these reporte have not given the opinions of sufficient 
persons to warrant the conclusion that they refleet the thoughts ef even 
this general class of Cuban individuals. 

The American Ambassador, however, has been highly impressed with 
this type of information and on Ms return from a trip to Washington in 
December, 1942, remarked that the reports were very well thought of in 
the Department of State. 

Although Hemingway's services were engaged to investigate the 
Spanish Valange in Cuba, he soon branched out to eover the entire field 
of intelligence. j 

After reading an article in the lew York Tines about a new type 
of oxygen-powered submarine Used by the Germans, Hemingway instituted an 
investigation of the supply and distribution of oxygen and oxygen tanks in 
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Cuba* He Immediately advised that "at laet with thle development ve 
have ooae to the point after months of work where ve are about to crack 
the submarine refuelling problem* 8 Shortly afterwards* his Investigation 
was referred to the Legal Attache by the Xmbassy and a check was made on 
the supply and distribution of oxygen and oxygen tanks throughout Cuba 
with the result that the available supplies were well-accounted for. 

[The Haval Attache also participated in this InvestigationT) lothlng 
further vae heard 4 from Hemingway abdut the subject* 


Hemingway's Investigations began to show a masked hostility 
to the Oubaa Police and in a lesser degree to the VBX* 

About a week before the visit of President Batista to Washington* 
Hemingway sent in a report, presumably prepared by him, alleging prepara¬ 
tions by General Benltes to eelse power in Cuba and make himself President 
during Batista's absence from the country* This report stated that' ~ 
Benltes had no such Idsas until his own trip to Washington "which had been 
so successful." The report alleged that Benltes was training a large 
squadron of motor cycle police officers with patrol care and that the 
police force was being trained dally with rifles as a military unit* 

The report said that It was Benltes 1 e plan to take Cuba while Batista and 
the American Ambassador, the two strongest Individuals la Cuba, were absent 
and that an Investigation should be commenced at oaee to uncover the 
preparations of Benltes In securing fire arms and steel protection shields 
for the motor cycle and squad cars* 

Mr* Joyce asked the Legal Attache to check on this report. 

The Legal Attache pointed out that no such preparations as Hemingway 
alleged were observed by PBX Agents working in daily contact at Police 
headquarters and that the training of the Cubern Police force with rifles 
Is a practice vhioh hat gone on for years Inasmuch as the Cuban national 
Polios Is an Integral part of the Cuban Army* The danger of alienating 
police cooperation by thle type of report was also pointed out to Mr* 

Joyce inasmuch as, according to a well known maxim "there are no secrete 
In Cuba*" 

\ i 

In the cate of Prince Oamllo Buspoll, Italian Tascist leader 
Interned by the Cuban authorities but confined to a clinic because of 
illness, Hemingway reported that Buspoll had paid off the Cuban Chief of 
Police, General Benltes, and was not really 111, and Inferred that the 
Legal Attache had accepted the word of the police as to v the guarding of 
Buepoll at the clinic without any investigation. Through Mr* Joyce, 
Hemlngwey was requested by the Legal Attache to secure details as to the 
actual state of health of Buspoll* He promised to do so through an under¬ 
cover operative employed as a male nurse at the particular clinic where 
Huepolt was confined. Nothing further was heard from Hemingway about 
this phase of the investigation* , 
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In December* 1943* however, Hemingway reported that Buspoll 
had attended a public luncheon In honor of the new Spanish Charge 
4'Affaires* Pelayo Carols Olay* at the Hotel ladonal* This report 
greatly disturbed the Ambassador; there was an Immediate check at the 
Hotel Haclonal by the'Legal Attache and no substantiation of the public 
luncheon or the presence of Bnspoll could be found either from the 
hotel manageaent and employees or from two of the guests alleged to hare 
been present. The Ambassador was so advised and later Hemingway wrote 
a memorandum asking that''his source* a waiter at the hotel* not be 
"grilled* by the PBX as this would destroy hie usefulness; he also asked 
to see our proof■ regarding the absence of Prince Snepoll from this 
publle luncheon* 

\ * | ’ ' 

Hemingway reported sighting a contact between a submarine 

and the Spanish steamer S3 Marques de Ooalll&s at high noon on December 9, 
1948* off the Cuban coast* Hemingway was ostensibly fishing with Vlnstbn 

four Spaniards as mv members, [but actually was on a confidential 
mission for the Haval Attache*] The reportwas referred to the Legal 


wr 


a-**-**** mission for the HamL Attache*j The report was referred to the Legal 

- A. Attache* both bythe Imbaesy'and by [the Haval Attache/with the request for 

..I f r- r /r ^ nveet last ion. The Legal Attache's investigation consisted of interview* 
1th Cuban Polios cooperation* of forty crew members and some fifty 
*- *My\T ***~paeeengere of the vessel* most of the latter known antifascists re- 
patrlated from Spain* Hone of the persons Interviewed would admit 
elating a submarine as Hemingway had from hie 3&»foot launch* The 
negative results of this lnquixy were reported* Thereupon Hemingway sub- 
? mltted a memorandum stating that It would he a tragedy if the submarine 

were carrying saboteurs possibly let off the steamship at this point on 
a mission to the Uhited States and that the Legal Attache discounted 
Hemingway's rsport because it had'not come from an IBI Agent* thereby 
permitting the saboteurs to land in the United States without advance 
notice* 

/ In January* 1943* Mr* Joyce of the Embassy asked the assistance 
of the Legal Attache in ascertaining the contents of a tightly wrapped 
box left by a suspect at the Bar Basque under conditions suggesting 
that the box contained espionage Information* The box had been recovered 
from the Bar Basque by an operative of Hemingway. Tha Legal Attache made 
private arrangement■ for opening the box and returned the contents to 
Hemingway through Mr* Joyce. The box contained only a cheap edition of 
the "Life of St. Teresa*" Hemingway was present and appeared Irritated 
that nothing more was produced and later told an Assistant Legal Attache 
that he was sure that we had withdrawn the vital material and had shown 
him something worthless* When this statement was Challenged by the 
Assistant Legal Attache, Hemingway Jocularly said he wae only Joking but 
that he thought something was funny about the whole business of the box* 
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Hemingway'* ill-disguised hostility to the FBI became more 
evident In February, 1943 when!the Ambassador received charges that 
Special Agent Knob lough. Just assigned to the bbassy as Assistant Legal 
Attache, was a participant of the franco movement in Spain and had 
acted as a paid franco propagandist. The Ambassador declined to die- 
dose the source of these charges when they were promptly challenged 
and proof demanded by the Legal Attache. The latter learned, however, 
positively that the charges were given to the Ambassador by Sraest 
Hemingway an^h^avc^PuraS^ia ascertained from a highly reliable and 
confidential sourc e w i t hin t ie Bsbaeay./ The chargee centered about a 
book written by Special Agent Knoblaugh"Correspondent in Spain" upon 
hie return frost assignment as Associated Press correspondent in Ma&rld 
in 1938, Hemingway knew Special Agentj Knoblaugh at that time and wee 
most friendly with him. He had met Ms in Havana immediately after , 

Special Agent Knoblauch's arrival. Although ostensibly friendly, 

1 Hemingway made no remark to Special Agent K&oblanCh concerning his book 
I or to the Legs! Attache but took hie complaint directly to the Ambassador. 

I The latter admitted that he had read only the first forty pages of the 
I book and after originally requesting the Legal Attache to have Mr. 
llnoblaugh transferred to some other position where the Spanish Talange 
|was not the acute problem which the Ambassador bsllsvsd it to be in Ouba, 
Ithe Ambassador dismissed the sub j sot as "not as important as he had 
originally thought." 

In personal relatione Hemingway has maintained a surface show 
of friendship and Interest with representatives of the FBI. Through 
statements he has made to reliable contacts of the Legal Attache, however, 
it la known that Hemingway and his assistan t/^Quatavo PoranlZ Bavs a low 
esteem for the work of the FBI which they conkidejrto be methodical, s' 
unimaginative and performed by persons of comparative youth without 
experience in foreign countries and knowledge of International intrigue 
and politics. Both Hemingway and Duran, it is also known, have personal 
hostility to the FBI on an ldeelogleal basis, especially Hemingway, aa \ 

he considers tbs FBI anti-liberal, pre-Fasoist and dangerous as develop- \ 

lng into an American Gestapo, j J 

Although Hemingway's opinions coincide with those of tome 
Communists in this regard, he has repeatedly asserted that he is anti¬ 
communist and that ha waa as much opposed to the Communist influence in 
the Spanish war as he was to the Fascist. 

As of April 1, 1943, However, Hemingway's activities as an \ 

undercover Informant for the American Ambassador were terminated. This ' 
resulted from general dissatisfaction/over the reports submitted, and the 
strong position against these services taken by Mr. Albertpufer,. Commercial 
Counsellor of the Embassy and a highly respected State Department official. 


An additional factor in nu>tlvatii.a/the Ambassador'e action wa 
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inconsistency of continuing to employ an undercover organisation operated 
by Hemingway at a time when the Ambassador was discouraging and restricting 
the employment of paid informants hy the official attaches of the Babasay. 

) While the investiga tion of suspects as such is discontinued, 

I the JLabassador has request edr-MFI Onstavo Dufitt^ to continue to turn In 
preports on public opinion in"‘3 : aS* : as previously undertaken by him In 
^ B ^he T olc e of the. Street." The Ambassador made this request of Mr. 

Duran because ha feels that these reports giro hia m "Inside picture" 
of what people are thinking in Cuba which he did not get In any other ways 
further, on his trip to Washington in Decenber, 1942, the Ambassador waa 
informed at the Department of State that these reports are reeeived with 
great Interest and for this rea im be is desirous of continuing to subnit 
then to Washington. A force of itwo or three Spanish agents.will continue 
to gather this material for Mr. puran with expenses estimated at no mors 
than $200.00 per month. Mr. Du£an is now employed at the American Aibasay 
at Havana on a permanent basis^as a member of the Auxiliary Foreign 
Service. His time is devoted to analysing political comments and articles 
in the Cuban press and assisting the Ambassador in the preparation of 
apeechea to be delivered in Spanish. 

f 

The Legal Attache has mentioned to the American Ambaasador that 
FBI representatives ara prepared to gather and submit reports on puhlio 
opinion. The Ambassador has shown no daalre to taka advantage of the 
investigative service of the FBI in this field. The Legal Attache at 
Havana states that the Ambassador has always regarded the Hemingway 
organisation as a pet projeot of- his own and in continuing a minor phase 
of its work the Ambassador has given the Legal Attache the impression 
that he le unwilling, not merely for Hemingway's sake but his own, to 
order a complete dissolution of Hemingway's organisation. Hemingway, 
however, is not directly operating "The Foies of_t he_ Street" Investigations 
but has tuned them ovsar entirely to-Mr;Gustavo Oaru^Ufi 

\ .. . —. r i Vn 

The fetlon of the Ambassador/was delicately handled, being baaed 
on the position that Mr. Hemingway'e organisation had filled the breach 
at a time when the FBI and Cuban Police were Just beginning to organise 
their services in Cuba but as all this was now done no farther need existed 
for the "exoellent work" produced by Hemingway. ifff ~L{_ 

Regarding this work, the Legal Attache point a out that while none 
of it on cheeking has proved of value, it, is nevertheless so extensive and 
all inclusive regarding the reporting of suspects that at any time a real 
espionage case nay develop on a subject signaled by Hemingway. The Legal ' ' 

Attache therefore points out that it is unwise to characterise Hemingway's 4 
work in a derogatory manner as subsequent evidence may uncover a oase 
which he could claim originated from 
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_ I that the Ambassador acted because the IBI 

was Jealous of his wo?Eand fearful lest he, aa untrained investigator, 
should uncover a case which had escaped the highly-trainsd IBI agents; 
further that for this reason the IBI wished no competitive organisation i 
in the ease field and would endeavor to eliminate it* Hemingway added 
that the IBI agents were not very smart individually, hut by sheer 
weight of detail they eventually hurled the opposition under index cards 
and files and so came out on ton. L| 

_|who has known Hemingway intimately 

for ten years advises that he is so naturally egotistical and self-centered 
that he is certain he can do intelligence work hotter than anyone, and 
with the temperament of aa artist he re acts violent ly to any criticism 
or opposition to his own work or ldoas» [~~ I also says that , 

Hemingway has a vindictive nature and will not rsst until he has settled 

Hsmingway 'gas mads this dear in regard to the film production 
of his book;fTor Whom the Bell Tolls.* He sold the movie rights to the 
book more than two years ago; the picture was filmed and has gone through 
several editing processes and according to Hemingway's latest information, 
a final revision of tho picture and reshooting of many scenes has re¬ 
sulted in the removal of all of what he considers the vital parte of the 
story relating to the Spanish Civil War and reduced it to what he terms 
a mere "Graustark romance,* Hemingway hat vigorously assorts! that he 
will soon go to Hollywood to find out who is responslbl# for this treat¬ 
ment of hie book and when he finds out he will make aa Incident of it 
which will cause the persons responsible to regret having ever inter¬ 
fered with the etory itself, Hemingway believes that influences which 
he terms *Iaseist* namely tha Vatican and eons elements in the Ohited 
States Department of State have been moat influential in taking the teeth 
out of hie story, 

Begardlag Hemingway's position in Cuba, the Legal Attache 
advisee that hia prestige and following are very great. He enjoys the 
complete personal confidence of the American Ambassador and the Legal 
Attache has witnessed conferences where the Ambassador observed Hemingway's 
opinions as gospel and followed, entbusiestieally Hemingway's warning of 
the probable eelsure of Cuba by a force of 30,000 Germans transported 
to the island in 1,000 submarines. A clique of celebrity-minded hero 
worshippers surround Hemingway wherever be goes, numbering such persons 
as WinatouWeat, Lieutenant Tommy/ Ihevlini (wealthy son of a famous Tale . 
football !>i%er), Mrs. Kathies: '.Van lerbllt/Urostegui and several Sabassy 
officials* To them, Hemingway » a man of genius whose fame will be 
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Hemingway claims great politleal influence and told an Assistant 
Legal Attache that the FBI had hotter get along with him because he 
carried a lot of weight in Washington. The principal political Influence 
of Hemingway known to the Legal Attache le that Hemingway's wife, the 
former Martha Gelhorn, is a personal and literary friend of Mrs. Sleaaor 
BooseveIt and has a standing invitation to stay at the White Hones when 
in Washington. 



Hemingway is gathering naterlal for a ho ok: at the present time. 
Although his intelligence activities have ended, [he is on a special con¬ 
fidential assignment for the ffaral Attache chasing submarines along the 
Cuban coast and keeping a careful observance on the movements of 
Spanish steamers which occasionally come to Cuba. This naval patrol voxk 
of Mr. Hemitujjj&r is regarded by him and the Vaval Attache as extremely 
confi dent ialVend is known to the Legal Attache purely through unofn^^l^^^ 

rr? ^ 
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The Legal Attache at Havana expresses his belief that Hemingway 
it fundamentally hostile to the FBI and night readily endeavor at any time 
to cause trouble for us. Because, of hie peculiar nature, It le the belief 
of the Legal Attache that Hemingway would go to great lengths to embarrass 
the Bureau If an incident ehould arise. In view of his preetigs as a 
literary man, accepted by large eeotlone of public opinion in matters 
not related to writing, it le the recommendation of the Legal Attache at 
Havana that great discretion be exercised in avoiding an incident with 
Brnaet Hemingway. 
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Be meet fully. 


C.' 



Carson 
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Addendum 6-51-45—J do not concur with the conclusion 
reached in this memorandum . The Bureau has by careful 
and impartial investigation from time to J;ime disproved 

the so-called Hemingway information • I don't core what Hie contacts are or 
what his background is — J see no reason why we should meyIre any effort , to 
avoid exposing him for the phoney that he is, I don't think we should go 
out of our way to do this but most certainly if In the protection of the p» 
Bureau's interest it is necessary to meet him head-on, I don’t think we * j 
should try to avoid such an issue. I am also in strong disagreement with the 
statement contained in the last paragraph on page 8 of this memorandum • 

Since our investigation has disproved all of Hemingway's alleged facts, I see- 
no reason why, if and when we are asked by persons entitled to a frank answer t 
that we should fail to so state . J think it is preposterous to take the 
position that we should not speak disparagingly of ht&\informqtion "because it 
might be of some valuein the future "j. Such a premise is basically unsound . 
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;?ith regard to the attaohed monornndun which too prepared 
by Mr, Leddy, Legal Attache at Havana, Cuba, and with regard to Kr. 

Tarns'e addendum thereof, I thintc it only fair to point out that 
the neaorandum is probably misleading In ao far as correctly or 
accurately expressing exactly whnt Hr. Leddy had in mind. In the 
first place I think that the report with regard to Leddy 'a dealings 
with Hemingway and Ambassador Braden in connection with Hemingway's 
organization nore or lass apeaks for itself. Leddy has never at any tine 
bo far aa we can tell at the Seat of Government shown the slightest inclination 
to sidestep any challenge with regard to Hemingway -iherever he felt that Bureau 
interests were involved to the slightest extent. It will be recalled that Hr. 
Leddy insadiotely after Ambassador Braden cade his arrangements whereby fleming-ay 
would curry on investigations through bis so-called inforcantB for the Embassy, 

6r.light Bureau i:«r»i3sioa to approach Ambassador Braden and point out that this 
would. constitute a violation of the Burca.u f o jurisdiction. It will be recalled 
that the Bureau did not authorize Agent Leddy to toiia suoh action. I do know, 
hOi.ever, that upon every occasion whore opportunity presented Itself for Heming¬ 
way and the quality of hie work and hi® informants to be discuss id with Braden 
arose, Leddy unhesitatingly pointed out to Hr. Brade n oxa ctly what the true 
situation and facts were to the knowledge of Lee 

becobdi 

During a conversation which I had «i4h BobeT 
of the Embassy at Havana, Joyce oentioneSNftW^hat Leddy.. 
of Heoingray's operations, convinced Joyce that the Romin^wdy not II 

propitious and sms not altogether sound, Joyce is a professed perq 
Toi tpgg ara d - of Hemingway and of Braden. Joyce told me ihpt Leddy-hs 
E. 

cieiKpsxtial and direct ennner. 
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Antlraraciatter both with Joyce and Ambassador Braden a scrupulously fair, 
nnd mimoi*- X believe it quite pe.TTiHJiHi 1 tw Ttu«t»^that 


cOIfeae r.lte A obansador Braden's and Joyce's protestations of friendship and adaira- 
Giadfi cn for Heoinguav. the latter io no longer in any ray connected with the 
Lad^ worlcan Embassy in Havana, which fact, is attributed to Leddy having furnished 
Nicft&Et true facto to Joyco and the Ambassador and also having utilized the opportunity 
RosStf Asbass ador Braden insisting upon knowing the identity of the Attache's in- 
Tra^p raants by pointing out to the Anbacsador the incongruity of having the Attaches 
^uirod to furnish the identity of informants and Hemingway not similarly required 
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“It should be further recalled that In connection with the matter in- 
Tfolving Special Agent Knoblaugh In Havana, Leddy handled tills in a very 
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firm and uncompromising tsauner. He ac/apf^ds ifcjb chailange and insisted that 
the Ambassador produce substantiation with regard to the allegations that • 
Snoblaugh is a Falangist; this the Ambassador could not do;'whereupon, Leddy 
together with Hnoblaugh pointed out to the Ambassador inf creation which would 
seen to completely explode any charges to the effect that Knoblaugh ia Falapgist. 
This caused Ambassador Braden in so far as his dealings with Leddy are concerned, 
to immediately backdown with regard to his request that Knoblaugh be removed from 
Cuba. 

With regard to the wording contained in the last paragraph of the 
(cemorandun on pare 8, it is believed that this is somewhat unfortunate in 
setting out hat Hr. Leddy actually had in mind. It Is known to the writer 
that Leddy has upon his own initiative whenever called upon to do ao by th^ 
Ambassador and by Joyce, advised these two unhesitatingly that the information 
furnished by Hemingway and the letter’s organization was completely unfounded 
and unsubstantiated in every single instance. Leddy,' of course, accomplished 
this by furnishing the results of his, Leddy* s, check as to the reports of 
Hemingway. I a» quite sure that what he intended to express in the unfortunately 
worded paragraph ia that he does not feel that information furnished by Hemingway 
should be ignored and disregarded as having eeme from unreliable sources cerely 
because such information has in the past proved unsubstantiated. It is believed 
that he is also seeking to point out -'hat is true with regard to many informants, 
professional In character, namely, that these individuals furnish information 
in such a way and in such an all-inclusive a iture with regard to conjecture, 
probabilities, and vaguely worded allegations that it ia Impossible to definitely 
establish that no truth whatsoever is contained in tho allegations end information 
furnished. It is believed that Hr. Leddy will agree -rith tho Bureau if inquiry 
Should be male by persons entitled to knoi the truth, he. respond by furnishing 
the exact facts in so far ao information furnished to the office of the Lag^l 
Attache by Hemingway la concerned, that ia that the infarctstion has boon in no* 
way verified or substantiated by investigation.\K, 

Respectfully, 


C. H. Carson 


CW. y,..L‘’?T 

CONFIDENTIAL 





I 




HEBEIM IS UHCIASSIFISB 
EXCEPT WHERE shows 
1W0SRWIS5 »-'* 


CONFIlfeNTIftL 

crate 






August 13, 4 1943 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D« C. 

Re: ERNEST HEMINGWAY 

, -I 

- Dear Sir: 


cuss.’** 

DATE 0? ® 


1It , ? 




SIS #357 advises that Ur. Hemingway, o f v wh oao ■ 
Intelligence activities under Ambassador Spruille/^radon 
tho Bureau has been previously advised, is currently 
engaged in writing a book based on Ms experiences in 
that work. Horaingway states that all of the people T 

whom he has known during tho last year In Cuba In con¬ 
nection with Intelligence work will appear in his book. 
Including Ambassador Braden. Ue are not yet informed 
^ as to what role the representatives of the FBI will 

play, but in view of Homing;;ay’s known sentiments, will . ; 

probably bo portrayed as the* dull, heavy-footed .-^ . . 

%■ untoiagln atlvo profess ional P^}g M, S?8©®|> ' IslJ—A 33l 

^ [ias advised that in ^eefent con$&y^ REAU0F 

J|W sations bltfl. Hemingway, he has indicated that the _ AUG 2 & \ 
lljp Federal Bureau of Investigation is only a mediocre . 

-|||* intelligence organization. lie has also made 

to the departure of SIS #783, with the statonent thaty^wjaC 
N he succeedod in having thisi Bureau Agent ry, f4y 

Cuba by use of his great personal iMluonce with Y> / , 

Ambassador Sprullle Braden.r ^ JMt| tA. ^4 

. y aiA-j^lfcaL. Very truly yours, ' 

f*C0HF. ISFT. S. I. S. 


iVuSTljfATiD 

1943 

j)7 AiCHCS 
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R. G. LEBDY 
Legal Attache 

afltfkfcO 

beasoh - PCIM 
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iroctor 

"Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
ashington, D. C. 

Re; _ _ 

Confidential^ Embass; 

Cia; 

Dear Sir: 

Attached is a memorandum satti; 
indicating the possibility that Gustavo 



orth information 
an was an active member 


or the Communist Party in Spain during the Spanish Civil feaiy 
, ” IS As the Bureau is previously advised, Gustavo Duran is presently 
' U n assigned to tills Embassy as a noxabor of tho Auxiliary Foreign * * 
Service. 

The Bureau will note from the attached raomor CnQmaa^''' 
that no active investigation has been made into this matt** 5 , 
but a discroet attempt to verify whether there ic any ^doatan-* 
tiation to the original allegations. Thoso careful jLiquirt*s 
have indicated that the allegation of membership %*C the GommunjUit 
Party is »U substantiated as far aa inquiry hna bee.^de.^^ 

5? 1 Although tho assignment^ of Gustavo Dursn in tho Embassy 

^ 1 is apart from our responsibility, our interest is* directly at 

1 stake, inasmuch a3 all of the reports from this office pass „ 

1 through the section where ilr* Duran is working, so that he is in 
I a position to be aware of all of our activities as reported to 
^■1* l the Embassy. In many cases, suchJ as our recent report on the 
A convention of the CTAL, It is comparatively easy for a person- , 

3 with the delegates to identify our confidential sources 

^ “ »*of information. If ho has our report to read. . In that particular 

[case, Gustavo Duran was Msigaod -bo^^vort 

<3^ r#/# a <f 

In his relations with meab^S oi| i 1 '" 

be stated that hr. Duran has been; cordial and j&tfl has 

in no way whatsoever reflected the spirit jar ' 

Jr I the FBI which has characterized his mentorLx 





;ase, Gustavo Duron was assigned, tov 
lively for the Embassy. 'KgP 


? His friendship ha3 appeared genuine, and hp has t 
interest in our work which might indicate Soma a 
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Among other duties, Mr, Duran reviews the local 
press for the Ambassador, and prepares speeches and letters 
for the Ambassador in Spanish, i The Ambassador has a high 
regard for his abilities. This, coupled with the fact that 
tho Ambassador brought Mr. Duran into the Embassy on his own 
initiative, creatos a problem for handling this matter which 
tho writer do3irea to rofer to the Bureau. L«0“ 

addition, tho close relationship between Duron 
and is emphasized, and the Bureau Is advised 

tha^TTZ" "uApSbt a violent attack fror. ;.or.:tngnay If a 

report concerning Communist Party membor.sh.iy> >r the part of 
Gustavo Duran becomes known to him. In ny.it of tho termination 
of his Intelligence organisation on Ayi-iA 1, 19 'f, ^eiiLngw'iy*s 
influence with tho Ambassador appoqrr. nnclu^vry-d. (^/ 4A ° r 

Ho further investigation ‘is contotwtirt.,** without 
Bureau instructions. Your advice at m early data will be 
appreciated. ^ 

>> -^4.. 11.:v truly yours, 

3?£ 
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Habana, Cuba 
August 13, 1943 



CLAS£^^ A 

FF'^OS 

GUSTAVO DURAH DiTE 

Confidential Embassy Matter 



rwz7- tj 


Gustavo Duran came to Cuba on November 12, 1942. He was 
then in the employ of the office of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs. His trip to Cuba was requested by the American 
Ambassador, the Honorable Sprullle Braden, in order to engage in 
intelligence work under the Ambassador’s direction. The Ambassador 

f was then operating an undercover intelligence organization, 

■ XK. directed by Mr. ERNEST HEMINGWAY, for the special purpose of 
securing Information on Wfanlsh-Fal ange activities. Duran was 
v recommended to the Ambkssador'by Hemingway, who described him as 
the ideal man to conduct this work, "an intelligence and military 
\ genius that comes along once in ! a hundred years." Originally 
"Sr Intending to remain here on thirty days * special leave from the 
^ Coordinating Committee, Gustavo; Duran was, through the Ambassador's 
influence, taken into the Embassy as a member of the Auxiliary 
foreign Service early in January 1943. 

Ernest Hemingway, who was in Spain during the Spanish 
Civil War, knew Duran at that time; he is mentioned in Hemingway’s 
book, "For Whom the Bell Tolls" t and was active with the Spanish 
Republican troops, finally attaining the rank of Lieutenant Colonel 
and being in command of the Army Corps defending Valencia at the 
end of the war. 




to June 1943. 


.XL. 


Habana, Cuba, turned over~lnrormatlon to sis j$P78B to 
thd OtrOct that Gustavo Duran was an active member of the Spanish 
Communlat Party during the Civil War. This information whb secured 


by 


from conversations with numerous S paniards I n. - 


Habana wno Knew Duran in Spain, 
as received from informanti 


(_as 


It is set 

enclosure 



exaq. 


Gustavo Duran is the son of ^'Spanish itflneral of. .the 
same name, who in his time enjoyed reputation ¥1 aHMLlitaW 

man. Duran received a good education^ihd hisuaS.ffliaRlTieaailtoedttatCE J > 
foundation, but he never obtained any academii^-dogl'bd BSCUuuu h 
quit school to pursue his theatrical ambitions* Although thesa^ 
seem to have been all-consuming^ he never rdttCfled CflB 
he desired. He spent some time in studying the theater, hoWigjter, 
and went to Hollywood where he was given trials before the camera 

COPIES destroyed £&* Vhi. 
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He was known politically In Madrid as a fervent 
Communist, militant in the party In which he held various high 
posts of authority and representation* When the Civil War broke 
out, he joined voluntarily the Communist militia, and was assigned 
to a command In the forces under Colonel MAHGADA on the Madrid 
front. He spent the best part iof the war on this front, ascending, 
always with the aid and support of the Communist Party, in military 
rank until he reached the rank of CoBsoander, before 1938. In the 
latter year, he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel — 
highest rank granted by Republican Spain to non-professional 
officials — and served as chief of an army corps on the Matallana 
(Valencia) front* 

Close friends who served with and under him have highly 
praised his military conduct. He was known as a brave soldier and 
intelligent leader, although always seeming to work for political 
rather than military ends. 

In the last days of the war, when Catalonia had already 
been occupied by the Francoites, a National Defense Junta consist¬ 
ing of General MXAJA, EESTEIHO, Colonel CASADO and others was 
formed to negotiate the surrender of Madrid with Franco. The 
Communist Party violently opposed this plan, arising in arms 
against the Junta. Orders were given to all comrades to march 
against Madrid and otherthrow the Junta. 

The military chieftain pf the CUT (Anarchist Labor 
Union of Syndicalists), giPRIANQ^M SBA, allied himself with the 
Junta, and one of the bloodiest battles of the war resulted, with' 
the Communists on one side and the Republicans and CRT on the other. 

Duran, on this occasion, obediently followed the party 
call, deserting his assigned post and leading the forces under him 
against the Republicans and CUT In Madrid. He took a leading role 
in the fight, which however ended in defeat for his men. 

He fled Spain via the port of Candle, Valencia, on a 
British destroyer. By coincidence, on the same boat was Colonel 
Casado, against whom he had fought in Madrid. So well known was 
the enmity between these two that they were kept separated and 
under watch during the trip to France lest they stage an incident 
on board ship. From France he was able, by virtue of having a 
North American wife, to go to England and thence to the United 
States and Cuba, where he is now stationed. 

The statements of persons who knew him well in Spain \ 
and who fought with him are unanimous in that Duran Is a product 
of the Communist school, and follows the code — "the end Justifies 
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the means. 11 They say he can adapt himself to any situation which * 
may be ultimately beneficial to the political beliefs with which 
he is so firmly Imbued. j 

He has become a naturalized American citizen* and pretends 
to conform absolutely with the Ideals of American democracy* but 
those who know him state that they do not believe him when he 
talks this way* They believe that he is merely using these tactics 
for his own ends, and that he cannot divorce himself from the belief a 
which he has defended so many years during his life. Others state 
that the Communists frequently boast they have within the American 
Embassy now a man who is absolutely trustworthy as a source of 
information for them. It would not be surprising to many who knew 
Duran if the person referred to was this man. 


In an effort to secure some independent corroboration 
of the above report* at the instruetion/bf SIS #396 further inter¬ 
view was had by SIS #788 with DrJ JDAg$CHABAS* a Spanish refugee 
how in Cuba, A report of this coiSrefsation^Is as follows s 

The writer last night had dinner with Dr. Juan Chabas, 
75-year old Spaniard who prior to the Spanish Civil War was 
Juvenile Court Judge in Madrid. Although the^pld gentleman was 
not active in politics himself* his son, JDAI^JHflLBfl^CMARTIIf, was 
a Lieutenant Colonel in the Spanish Loyalist 'Army, and JSSJ*” this 
reason the father fled Madrid on November 7* 1936 when it looked as 
though Franco were going to enter; the city at any moment. The elder 
Chabas went to France and then came on to Santo Domingo with a group 
of Spanish refugees* finally reaching Cuba* where he has settled at 
Clenfuegos. 

During the evening, events which took place in Madrid 
during the war days wore discus Bed. The old man frankly stated that 
his son* now also a resident of Cuba* had been linked with the 
Communists in Madrid. Since coming to Cuba* the son has been 
doing various bits of work for the Casa de la Culture in Habana* 
the father said. 

The writer asked the old man if he had happened to meet 
Gustavo Duran in Madrid. Chabas said that he had* and that his son 
had been a very close friend of Duran. Duran and the son had fought 
together in Spain during the war*ithe father stated. The writer 
asked whether this meant that Duran also was a member of the 
Communist Party in Spain. Chabas said: "Yes, Gustavo became a 
Coaanunist. But he was not actually a member of the party at the 
beginning of the war as far as I know. He had many friends among 
the Communists and had worked with them* but it was not until after 
the war had been going awhile that he joined the party." 
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When Informed that Duran now is In Habana, the old man 
was quite surprised. He said that his aon had told him Duran had 
come to America, but he did not know that he was here^'''Hg. then 
changed the subject to. painting, at which he now makes his living. 
He ia residing in Clenfuegos, but had come to Haban^ to see about 
an exposition. The above conversation took place in the presence 
of JESUgMg^tHft.lyrdQf Pemas y Cia,, Habana. 


Thereafter, this inquiry was referred to SIS #360, 
assigned at Habana in an undercover capacity and actively engaged 
in Communist investigations. SIS #36Q turned the name of Duran 

over to his confidential infomanl_(who has access to Communist 

Party information 
follows: 


The memorandum submitted by SIS #360 is as 


The writer referred the name of Gustavo Duran to 
.telling the latter only that Duran had fought in the SpanisE 
/Republican Army, and impressing upon him the need for c aption 

and discretion* ..A. ft y or two later the writer saw ] 

> -»-— jl Said at that time that Duran worked 


few moments, and| 


jfor a 
in the 
L ttle. However. 


American Embassy, which surprised the writer no t a li t 
as a matter of pure curiosity, the writer asked l |o find out 
what he could, again stressing the need for discretion 


brought the writer a report which probably does no 


more than generally confirm what is already known about Duran. 
The report follows - 

Duran was a Lieutenant Colonel of the Popular Spanish 
Army, son of General Duran, is 33 years old, has wavy bl ond hair. 
short in stature, regular physical build, and is married. P 


insisted on the physical description to make sure that we were 
talking about the same character.) 


a 


ran, according.to aha: 


Gustavo 

out by referring to._ 

and now political refugee In Cuba 


£ 


Jaas able to find 

_ [ of the Spanish Army 

occupied EKe position,of..a_ 


Hepubllcan and at the same time a mason. _ 

to know Duran in Teruel, but had little to 



_v 


do wl 

because Duran belonged to the Communist Party of Spain, 


is a Spanish’ 
the opportunity 
him there 

and the 


masons and Conanunists were affirme d one: 
the Anarchists .and, .the Communists. 


some thing 


that 


es, even more so than 

_ epeated that this la not 

has learned in Cuba, but that the latter was 
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in Spain and had dealings with the moat responsible elements of 
the Republic, and he knows that; Duran belonged to the Spanish 
Communist Party. I 


said that he believed that Duran’s position 
regarding politics has changed since he married the daughter of an 
American magnate, who is a friend of President Roosevelt’s wife, 
and that it is believed that there was a lapse of intimacy between 
Mrs. Duran and the President’s family, and for that reason he was 
given a post in the American Embassy — in the same way that Batista 
might give a friend a foreign post so that the latter would not 
intervene in the former’s affairs. 


said that when Duran arrived in Cuba, he imme¬ 
diately hired two or three Spanish refugees to collect and bring 
him information on the Spanish movement in Cuba. (These individuals 
might bo members of E.H.’s organization.) Duran paid these indi¬ 
viduals §80 to §90 a month for their work, and the fact that they 
were working for him is well known among the Spanish refugee element 
Among other things that these informants did was to determine the 
attitude of the Republican Spanish on a possible landing of the 
forces of the United nations in Spanish Morocco. 


According toi 


]the 


Communists of the Casa de 
Cultura are now attacking Duran without any consideration, and that 
up till the present there has been no report that Unran has 

rolatiohs with the Communist Party of Cuba* |_pays in this 

connection that such attacks by the Casa de Cultura do not neces¬ 
sarily mean that he has no Communist connections, because they 
might be no more than a blind.) 


also went to see a 


a 


in Pinar 


ho latter b eing situat ed in the region of Valencia / 

Civil War. I ] confirmed the fact that Duran was ' / 



del Rio, 

during the__ _ _ _ __ ____ 

a Lieutenant Colonel at Valencia, and that Duran belonged to tho 
Communist Party of Spain. 



It should be noted that the n E.H. n referred to in the 
fourth paragraph from the end of the above memorandum is ERNEST 
HEMINGWAY, who at that time was operating an intelligence organ¬ 
ization with Gustavo Duran as his assistant. 


The name nf* flu at a vo Duran was referred by SIS #396 to 

~] with the request that inf or- 


£ 


nation concerning his background be discreetly secured. 






reported 
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that Gustavo Duran vas well known In 
Spain, or at least in Madrid, as a member of the young intel¬ 
ligentsia before 1936; that he was a musician having studied 
music in Paris, and was widely acquainted and known in musical and 
artistic circles of the capital* At the outbreak of the Spanish 
Civil War in July 1936, Duran immediately joined the Republican 
Forces, and although he had no previous military experience, his 
rise was rapid. After some service in the field around Madrid, he 
wae transferred to the Valencia front in 1936, and soon became 
commander of an Army Corps with a rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He 
was a vigorous military leader, a stern disciplinarian who tolerated 
no cutting up on the part of the soldiers, and was considered out¬ 
standing both in council and in the field. His corps was so well 
controlled and disciplined that when the soldiers had leave from the 
front, thoy did not become involved in any incidents with towns¬ 
people; and this was because Duran personally held them responsible 
for their conduct, both in service and on leave. He was well thought 
of as a leader, his soldiers respecting him greatly. 

The rapid ascent of Duran in the Republican military 
ranks was'due to the favor he enjoyed with the Communist Party, 

He was very close to the Communists, and is believed to have been 
one of them, although the informant* cannot say this for a certainty, 
Eecause of his political acceptability and the rellanee which the 
Communists placed upon him, he went ahead much more rapidly than 
other officers of far greater exporience and equal ability. He 
enjoyed great influence in the Army and with the civilian officials 
because of his favored position with the Communists. 

Since arriving in Habona, Duran has not associated with 
his former friends, and no one knows just what his present sent!-, 
ments are* He has kept aloof from the Communists in Habana, and 
had only a limited association with the .general class of Spanish 
refugees. 


said that his informat 


s gathered from 

_did not wish to state 

Understand that they had 



.several Spanish refugee intellectuals, 
who they were, but said we would have t 
spoken to him entirely "off guard”, as the information had b een 
drawn out in general conversation* A fter some conversation, f 
said that his principal Informant wasf 
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It should be noted that this 
Republican, who> although a Cuban* has bee 
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a rabid Spanish 
in opposing the 
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\ Franco movement since 1936} 
\ in any way pro-Communist. 



In order to check on the accuracy of the foregoing 
statements, informal interview was had with Gustavo Duran by 
SIS #498 on July 30, 1943, without of course disclosing in any 
way the purpose of the conversation. The complete memorandum 
submitted by SIS #498 is set out as follows: J 

When questioned regarding the strength of th^pommianls 
Party in Spftin^at the outset of the Spanish Civil War anu why - 
Spaniards embraced the Communist cause, he stated that the Party 
In 1936 Is reputed to have had 30,000 members in Spain, although 
he doubted that more than half this number were actually regis¬ 
tered members, the other half being Communist sympathizers. He 
emphasized the fact that a great many ardent Republican Spaniards 
who believed in Spain had embraced the Communist cause since the 
Russians were the only ones furnishing aid to the Republican forces 
He pointed out that although the Russians did not say so in so many 
words, it v/as apparent that they wanted Communist Party members to 
pilot their planes and to handle the materials they furnished, 
Russian officers were, of course, sprinkled throughput the Repub¬ 
lican forces to see that this policy was carried out. Therefore, 
many Republicans joined the Communist Party in order to best 
serve their country. 


bP 


He observed that had the Fascists, for example, furnished 
planes, munitions, and other war equipment to the Republican forces, 
these same Spaniards in the interest of the cause for which they 
were fighting would have become Fascists under the same circumstance i 
However, as the war went on. Republican forces found that the equip¬ 
ment furnished by Russians was obsolete, outmoded, and almost 
Invariably old. As an example, he mentioned field artillery equip¬ 
ment furnished by the Russians which he identified as having been 
used by the Russians during the Russo-Japanese war In 1905. As a 
result of this half-hearted support by the Russians, many of the 
so-called Communists lost interest and enthusiasm for the cause. 

He also pointed out that following the defeat, a great many former 
"Communists" dropped their membership and affiliation with the 
Party. To summarize, he emphasized that many Spanish Communists 
Joined the party simply as a matter of expediency in order to best 
utilize the aid furnished by the Russians* 





Duran stated that he was last in Madrid in June 1938, 
at which time he received his assignment to the Valencia sector, 
where he was In command until the end of the war, never having 
returned to Madrid. He mentioned that BHAJA was in charge of the 
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defense of Madrid while Col. CAS ADO was in charge at Andalucla 
holding a similar position as Duran at Valencia, 

Regarding the alleged difficulty "between certain 
Republican officers and the Comammists with respect to the sur¬ 
render of Madrid, he stated that he only heard that there was differ¬ 
ence of opinion on this point, but was Unaware that any actual 
violence took place between the two factions. He emphasized that 
since he never returned to Madrid, facts as to what took place 
there ore unknown to him. 

Following an unsuccessful offensive at Teruel made by 
Duran, his forces retired to Valencia, and military operations 
were rather quiet from then until April 28, 1939, at which time 
he received orders to cease firing. On the following day, he 
received orders to proceed to a certain prisoners * camp with his 
men, but they wore stopped a short distance from Valencia and 
ordered to return to the city. He pointed out that the Franco 
government had made no provisions or plans whatsoever for prison 
camps, and guards were therefore placed around the city of Valencia 
and the Republican troops were allowed to move freely within tho 
city. 


Prior to the surrender of Madrid, Duran had been 
contacted by STUART WARMER, American Consul, and Col. FUQUA, 

American Military Attach^, as well as a Mr. BALLAHTYHE, British 
Vice Consul, and the British Military Attache. These men had 
contacted him for military information, and he had become particu¬ 
larly friendly with Ballantyne. Following the surrender, Duran 
requested Warner to give him asylum in the American Embassy. 

Warner pointed out that the American government had not recognized 
the right of asylum, and therefore his request could not be granted. 
Duran also requested that he be permitted to live in his, Warner’s, 
home. Warmer also refused this request. In desperation, Duran 
finally decided, to present himself to the military commander at 
Valencia, whioh ne did. He found this individual to be an old frienc 
of his family. He ordered Duran billeted in a private home awaiting 
decision as to what action If any would ‘be taken against him. While 
there, he wrote to Warner'requesting him to telephone Ballantyne 
at the British Embassy, which wqas done. Ballantyne contacted Duran 
clandestinely, and advised him that a British destroyer was leaving 
from the port of Valencia that same night, and he would endeavor to 
get him on it. After considerable maneuvering, Duran was taken in 
an Embassy car to the British Embassy, and subsequently without 
passport or documents, posed as a British subject and succeeded in 
getting on board the vessel. Ballantyne also furnished him funds. 
The destroyer left Valencia, and Doran was later transferred to the 
British hospital ship "Maine”, which, took him to Marseilles, France. 





From Marseilles, he took a through train to Dieppe on the channel* 
From Dieppe he crossed to London, and there was received by a 
British relief organisation for Spanish refugees,^ 

He is very grateful for the aid given him by the 
British in Valencia, which he believes saved his life or at least 
many years in prison, ^ 

During the course of his conversation, he mentioned 
that he had never been to the United States prior to his marriage 
to his American wife. He also mentioned that he studied literature, 
music, and art In Madrid and Paris, although was unable to finish 
these studies on account of the civil war. y 

While discussing the Communists in Spain and the part 
they played in the war, Duran constantly referred to them as 
"they", and never gave any indication that he personally was a 
member of the Cosmunlst Party. ^ 



The following conclusions are noted: 

1) According to_three Independent sources, which have previously 
been reliableTjit is reported that Gustavo Duran was a member be 
of the Comnufilst Party in 3pef n riming- tha ffowniah Mvii ff«r». b 7c 

Recording to a fourth sourc eT) _ b7D 

Duran, if not aotually a CofflEunlst, owed his advancement to 
Communist favor. According to Duran himself, he was not 
associated with the Communists* 

„ * 4 X 

2) Gustavo Duran,(according to the Basque informant s/was once 
in Hollywood and received a screen test. According to his 
own statement, he was never in the United States prior to 
1940. 

3) Before the close of the war in Spain in April 19397j^ccordlng 
to the Basque informants JJ Gustavo Duran wont to Madrid to 
oppose with the Communist® the surrender of the city to Franco/', 
According to his own statement, he never returned to Madrid 
after June 1938. The statement of Duran that he was unaware 
of any violence between the two factions at Madrid appears 
inconsistent with widespread information, printed* in the 
press of the world at that time concerning disorders in Madrid . 1 
over the Communist refusal to Join with other Spanish Republican 
elements in the final surrender of the city. 
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(The Basque informant s^^ition du^fcavo Duran was able 

\o go to England-from France, having an American wife* It 
is known definitely from conversations, clippings, photos, 
etc. which Duran has shown, that ho mat his wife, who is 
American, in England after arrival there from France in 
1339* In this detail, the original information appears inaccu- 


5) 


According to several independent sources, tho best possible 
check on the alleged activities of Gustavo Duran as a member 
of the Communist Party can be made as follows: 


a) 


b) 


d) 


RGL:RM 


By interview of Col. CASADO, Spanish Republican leader I 
charged with the defense of the Andalucian front, who to\J 
was the man assigned to expel Communists from positional \ 
of power in the Republican Army prior to the surrender 
in March 1939. Col. Caaado, whose first name is not 
available, is very well known in Spanish Republican 
circles, and is reported to be presently in London, 

England. ^ lA 

Through contact with Leftist Republicans and Communists 
of, the Spanish Republic presently in Mexico as^jcofagsee 
Tim greater number of radical Spanish Republicans who 
,iucaocdott iii' t±QG±ixe~fr r i )&'"Spain are presently In and 
about Mexico City, D.F. Gustavo Duran is well known 
among this group, and from confidential sources it ShouJ. 
be possible to ascertain whether he was actually a memfce: 
of the Communist Party, and if so what part he tool: in 
Party affairs. ^ \A 

Through a check of newspapers, periodicals, and owner 
publications in Loyalist territory between July 1936 and 
April 1939. In the event that Gustavo Duran was as 
active in Communist Party affairs as is reported, it i3 
almost certain that there will bo a documentary record 
of his activities in the files of such publications. 

It is not known here where such files may oxistj it Is 
possible that such institutions as tho Library of 
Congress, the library of the Uorkoro’ University at 
Mexico City, the archives of tho New York "Daily Worker", 
or the offices of such Spanish Republican organizations 
as the JARE (Junta de Auxilio a los Refugiados Espsfiolcs) 
in Mexico City, may have files of such publications. 

Check could be made of the records of MID, War Department, 
for any Information on Duran reported by Col. Stephen A.^ 
Fuqua, then Military Attache at Madrid. »» * 
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Office of the Legal Attache 


HBPEIS is UNCIiASjXSIED 
EXCEPT where shows 

CSHERWISS 


EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
HABANA. CUBA 

August 13, 1943 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigat 
Washington, D. C. ' ' 


CLASSX* 
REASON# 
DATE/0F\ 


ERNEST HHML 


... •i*-* 1 *-" 


Dear Sir; 


DOW y // 

Uoh» ncrf/a 

SIS #357 advises that Mr. Hemingway, of/jvhose 
intelligence activities under Ambassador Spruilla^Braden 
the Bureau has been previously advised, is currently 
engaged in writing a book based on his experiences in 
that work. Hemingway states that all of the people 
whom he has known during the last year In Cuba In con¬ 
nection with intelligence work will appear in his book, 
including Ambassador Braden. We are not yet Informed 
as to what role the representatives of the FBI will 
play, but in view of Hemingway's known sentiments, will 
probably be portrayed as the dull, heavy-footed'j 
unimaginative professional policeman type. <£>“ 

l has advised that in recent conver¬ 
sations with Hemingway, he has Indicated that the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation is only a mediocre 

Intelligence organization. * n ‘ nn n1,M . —|de reference 

to the departure of SIS #78 0, 1 -m tm e »a uI tement that 
he succeeded In having this Bureau Agent removed from 
Cuba by use of his great personal influence 
Ambassador Spruille BradenvKSSkDEDlMNDEXED 


CLASS, ft EXT. 

BEAS &B - yclH 11JT 
DATS Of. REVIEW— 1/4 


Very truly yoursr, 


SURAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


RGL:RM 


Classified by ft 
^classify oh” 

f ' l 





17 1943 j 

i OF JUSTld 


Atta 


77 AUG 271943 / - / 


Hi*** f* ***' 
y*prV 3 Aft A 


yH*. 







ARAiFJS A , /, 

Memo to Ladd fr. Carson dated 8/2iyU3 






OtWAl 


rector dated 9/20/U3 

SJONS FINALIZED . 
REMEW COMMITTEE 


J s"~ 


ease refer 


File Ho, 




... 'gSgjjBg* 

PERSONAL MID CQEFH33^IAL 
VIA DIPLOMATIC AIR C0D23SH POOCH 


i SIS #396 


f» C- • 


SEASON - FCrJl 1 - 1- 

DATE of. b%™_ 


jlabs. *s 

K1S41CN-FC 

pAjfo*; 


Ernest Hemingray 
Latin American L!attors 


Dear Sir* 


jj*. # 

-*> ^ 

(O. 

!%-*% ^ 




V|» Hefsronoo is made to your radiogram dated Sep<temodr'iO| IgJ!#, * 

^concerning a book thich had been previously reported to be under coJfc* -J* g* ? 

6%sideration by Ernest Hemingway, the subject taattor to bo based on hi®. '■? 
^intelligence sfcperiemcao in Cuba* ($k)\X 

8 It is desired that yoi take steps to Insure thaj^&uraau per- ; 

* connel assigned to the Sabaasyland operating under covo^7M§*on tho alert 1 


It is desired that yoi take steps to insure tgaj^aroau per- 
connel assigned to the Sabsssyland operating under covaQm’oh tho alert 
to report any Information roedwod that would indicate Ernest Hemingway* e)| 
plena to iaoludo mention of the Bureau in any publication which ho mey JE?< 
be preparing or about to prepare* OMMY -U 



• m^r 

i rs 






it tluj 


3S5EU he 

thSckij 


fpt advi^c^aa^tc^ 
of Tdo^doSSrturo 




It Is suggested that this letter should be destroyed whan ife. 


has served your purpose. 





COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

A A ILED 7 


a*— Very truly yours, 

Sb 

Edsw^over 


■5 q a 


3,0* 


U1CTX4 1943 fiW. 

• . . \‘v;^ k T, 

WffiAi. BUREAU 3F IHVWaSAflOH /w. 
(ItW, P6PA0TMEKT OF iUSTKE / «£! 




s 


, Q 


.At» . 


n 


CONFIDMIli 


/TV- - 


I 












Recently, Ernest Hemingway advised a Bureau undercover re 


tlve In Cuba concerning a book which Hemingway la curren _ 

on hl3 experiences In Intelligence actlvltlaaunder theAmerlcan Ambassador. 
Hemingway stated that all of the people idiom he has dealt with during the 
past year In Cuba in intelligence matters will be mentioned in the book. 
Including- Ambassador Braden. In this connection the Bureau legal attache 
at Havana states that no information has been received as to what extent 
FBI representatives will be mentioned In the book. (W« 

However, Hemingway's attitude toward the FBI is already known, 
as indicated by Hemingway's action in signing a petition castigating the 
Bureau in connection with the Detroit Spanish Enlistment Case in 1940,, 
and more recently indicated in Hemingway's remark that the FBI is "the 
American Gestapo". 

A confidential informant of the Bureau legal attache In Havana 
reports that in a recent conversation with Hemingway, the latter indicated 
that the FBI is but a mediocre intelligence organi sation- Hemlni>wa y also 
commented on the recent departure of Special Agent I Ifrom 

cub«. ^ ^ 'Wwed - — 1 

ts&r V7-.fi-srSf *fTto* 


£/$ A**- I / 


Xo r<ir "** 


fTOCt m, 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION j 

D-OCT 19. 1943 i 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


TTNF0RHAT1VE MEMORANDUM 






















Ho action is recommended in this matter at the present time, 
and the above information is being set out to supplement information prev¬ 
iously called to your attention concerning Ernest Hemingway -Q0 || 






'ARAlFOS 


"V j* ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

‘'SE^FT • mk IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT , ■*& 

trf*HOOVEj?r WHERE SHOOT OTHERWISE ' Jg| 

\ 

s V x dfeiteral SurVau nf inucstigation 
^ ^ pjV^faliartl^^atgg Separtment of Iwatice 
IfeEiHisuHCLASSiFi® J»a«f?mston, B. <11. 

EXCEPT WHERE SHOWS * £t^L* 

OTHERWISE -r Ailgust 28, ™ 

K > MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOH 


Mr- Tolson-j 
Ur. *E. A.*4 


Cofiey_ 
Qlavia_ 
Ladd _ 


•Ailgust 28, 1943 
dhK*' 


■ 


GUSTAVQmRAN 

PossibL^ Comm unlat Party In¬ 
filtration into American Embassy 
Havana, Cuba 


Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. H«ndoa_ 

Mr. Mumford_ 

Mr. Starke_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele. Ro.ora_ 

Mr. Nea»e 

Miss Beahm_ 

Mis* Gandy_ 


?• DAM^96581-2007 iixurauxon into American rmoassy ieie. no.om_ 

*. CLASS^p^ BY AUC 60324/BAW/STP/cld Havana, Cuba Mr. Nea»e 

‘ DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3(1) . . Miss Beahm_ 

06-01-2032 zzOfitiftinky Miss Gandy_ 

, There follows a summary of information received concerning _ 

Gustavtf^Curan, a naturalized United States citizen of Spanish origin, 1 h >* jj, 

who is presently employed at the American Embassy in Havana, Cuba, as a yf^ 
member of the Auxiliary Foreign Service. Confidential informants of SIS 
representatives in Cuba have furnished unconfirmed reports that Duran is .Krf* 
a member of the Communist Party. It is believed that Durand position in . 
the Embassy, and his status as close friend and confidant of the Ambassador, ® 
give Duran an excellent opportunity to learn the contents of FBI reports 
■which are submitted to the Embassy, He is, thus, in a position to observe .. 

the Bureau 1 s extensive investigations with reference to the Communist Party, 
which is' growing increasingly powerful in Cuba, Rumor in Cuba says that 
the Communists boast that they have a man located in the American Embassy who 
is an absolutely trustworthy source of informtion Dor them, and the possibility. 


j is an absolutely trustworthy source of information for 

l£§ IttiSah&sst&S&tn . sKste 


' DETAHS 


mt. m 

FCIM 13 

mams 


fpERSONAL HISTORY INFORMATION CONCERNING GUSTAVO DORAn"! ' ..J 

4L „ MCORDEI) &f-<A3m 

Background Information & % ^ / * - - 

'fijjjL " c Q± *1 ***&■ V >' ^4 IND EYAifr 6 •.•<••• ... cr 

JjgQ (An-employee investigation- conducted by the Bureau for the Office' for” 

Emergency. Management-disclosed tha€) Gustavo Duran was born on Novemhfe«^4, 10^06, 

, \ in Barcelona, Spain. Duran was brought up and educated in Madrid, S^in^Jnd 
| jJ\the Canary Islands', He studied piano at the Conservatory of Madrid," and com- 

posed a ballet for orchestra to be performed by the dancer Madam Argentina, fj 
which was performed throughout Europe In 1927. From 1929 to 1934, Duran lived 
jggb i'n Paris where he furthered his musical studies and devoted himself to compositio 
of musical works. In 1934, Duran began employment with Fono Espana Studios., | 
Incorporated,as an adviser for the Latin American productions of that company. 


'•Av- 

y y *< -. 




36 to 1937, riuran 


supported- the Constitutional Government 


of Spain, and after enlisting as a- private in the Republican Army was 
eventually promoted to command of the Twentieth Army Corps, where he 
served in the Spanish Civil War, Duran escaped from Spain following a. 
victory of the Franco forces, and resided in Bigland from April 1939 to 


72 OCT 141943 


May 1940, during which time he 
.... (f //COPIES DESTROYEI 

1943 ® • 9 OCflOV 2 


suraediiis musical s 
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Crompton, 


On December 4/1939, at Totnes, England, Duran married Bonte Romilly 
am American citizen, . 


Gustavo Duran departed from Liverpool, England, and entered the 
United States at New York City on May 28, 1940. He became a naturalized citizen 
of the United States on November 3, 1942. ^ ^ 7 - ^ 6 , Cj J 

Employment Record 


- Prom August, 1939* to May, 1940, Duran was employed in London, England, 
by the Film Center, where he supervised Spanish and Portuguese versions of 
technical films distributed by the Film Center in the Western Hemisphere. 

From March until October, 1941, Duran was employed by the Miseum of 
Modem Art in New York City arranging musical scores for technical and ed¬ 
ucational films selected by the Office of Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs 
for distribution to other American Republics*• 

From November, 1941, to September, 1942, Duran was employed by the 
Music Division of the Pan American Union in Washington, D. C,, where he was 
engaged in research and organization of musical projects at a v ;f±naL salary 
of $4,600,00 per annum. In this capacity, Duran served as Liaison Officer 
between the Pan American Union, the Office of Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs and the State Department. In November, 1942, Duran went to Havana, 

Cuba/where he was given a position in the American Embassy after Ernest Hem¬ 
ingway had prevailed upon the American Ambassador to utilize the services of 
Duran in connection with Intelligence Activities in Cuba for a temporary 
period. At the present time, Duran is assigned to the American Embassy in 
Havana as a member of the Auxiliary Foreign Service, ^imong his other duties, ' 

f Duran reviews local newspaper articles for the Ambassador, and prepares speeches 
and letters in the Spanish language for the Ambassador, who has a high regard ,j 


for Duran's abilities 




Military Career 

U. ns*t*&**- ** ■k’*'**- 

Gustavo. Duran^enlisted in the Spanish Loyalist Army as a private 
on July 17, 1936, after which he distinguished himself in action, and sepoctedly- 
rose to the rank of Acting General in command of an army corps... 

f ' Ernest Hemingway, who knew Duran in Spain and who mentioned him by 

name in his book "For Whom the Bell Tolls," has described Duran'as a military 
[genius, that "comes along once in a hundred years." / \ 

A Duran was'assigned to a command in the forces under Colonel Mangada 
on the Madrid Front, and by 1938, he had reached the rank of commander in the 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 


TU 4-rv*- 

Loyalist forces. Duran wes^transferred to the Valencia Fronjj in 1938, and 
was promoted to the rank of LieutenantrColonel, the highesfyrank granted by 
Republican Spain to non-professional Il ffclals , and he served as''Chief of an 
with considerable success. 


army corps 




J" A Baoquo - inf o r m ant in Cub ajj^uT atiabed that in the last days of 
Civil WaT**in 1939, when Catalonia had been occupied by Franco Forces, a 
National Defense Junta was formed under General Miaja to negotiate the sur¬ 
render of Madrid with General'Franco. It is reported that the Communist Part^, 
violently opposed this plan, and orders were given to all comrades to march 
against Madrid and overthrow the Junta. This source states that Cipriano 
Mera, military leader of the CNT (Anarchist Labor Union of Syndicalists.)' 
allied himself with the Junta, and one of the bloodiest battles of the war 
followed, with the Communists on one side and the Republicans and the CNT 
opposing the Communists. It ^rep orted, that Duran, on this occasion, de 1 
serted his assigned post,^anS A leadhis force's against the Republicans and the 
CNT In Madrid, Duran's forces being defeated in this action J0&0 

-Aecording- to his- -own-statement, Duram never returned to Madrid 
after June, 1938, thus directly contradicting tne above-mentioned report that 
he joined the Communists in fighting the Republican forces in Madrid. Regarding 
the alleged difficulty between certain Republica noffjee rs and the Communists 
with respect to the surrender of Madrid, Duran has*fta?ed that he heard of a 
difference of opinion on this point, but declared that he knows of no actual 
violence which took place between the two factions. Duran has maintained ^ 
\that since he did not return to Madrid after June, 1938, he is not in a po- or^‘ 

sition to know what actually occurred there between the Communists and _I 

Republicans at the close of the war, i» 


the 




Duran 


A X© & -0-1* o . - rn 0 * CL 

- *•> rt _ n 4~ 

HMJ u uu w 


_ stated - that prior to the surrender of Madrid, he had 

contacted Stewart Warner, American Consul, and ColonelfFuqua, American Military 
Attache, as well as Mr. Ballantyne, the British Vice Consul, all of whom had 
been gj-veij, mil itary information by Duran. After the surrender of Madrid, 
Duran^unsuccessfully sought asylum in the’American Embassy. However, through 
the assistance of the British Vice-Consul Ballantyne, Duran was placed aboard 
a British destroyer at the port of Valencia, and was later transferred to 
the British hospital ship "Maine," which took Duran to Marseilles, France. 

From Marseilles, Duran made his way through Dieppe to London, where he was 
received by a British Relief organization for Spanish refugees. Duran has 
said that he did not enter the United States until 1940. .• 


INDICATIONS OF POLITICAL SYMPATHIES AND ACTIVITIES 
_OF GUSTAVO DURAN 










Ol. p* * ^ -**F ft— | 

-Lai s - B unuely-a- Dire ct o r of-4}he-Ma&eum-of -Modern Art . of-New York. City,_-- 

CTFlSOTfill 
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has stated he has knoro Duran as a close personal friend -sine*-1920, and-lived 
Spain that Doran's father committed suicide 

during the Civil War in Spain, and that Duran and a brother have been at odds 
inasmuch as the brother was on the side of Franco and a confirmed Fascist, 
whereas Doran adhered to the Spanish Constitutional Government and enlisted in 
the T^yalist_Arm y, on. July 17, 1936, on the same dato on whi ch Dunuel on. 


■ lio - tod. 
his feelings. 


^stated that Duran is very anti-Franco and anti-Fascist in 




S. 




A confidential informant stated that when the Spanish Civil War 
began Doran was a member of the Youth Socialist League, at which time that 
organization was affiliated with the Socialist Party of Spain under the Second 
International* The informant stated that in December, 1936, the Youth 
Socialist League affiliated with the Communist Party of Spain, at which • - 
time Duran became a Comunist and was an important figure in the Communist 
Party during the war* [jhia informant stated that Duran claims close personal 
jfriendship with Mrs. Roosevelt, wife of the President^ ^ 

Another confidential informant advised in July, 1942, that the 
Spanish Republican movement in Washington, D. C, had been reinforced by the 
aoral support of Gustavo Duran, who at that time was said to be engaged in 
jno activity. This source stated that the background.of Doran is well 
[ known to the Spanish Colony in Washington, and that ten per cent of the Spanish] 
lepublicans are reported to be Communists* ^ 

A confidential informant advised that Duran and his wife have 
entertained in their home in this country Mrs. Esmond Romilly, nee Jessica 
Mitford, It was reported that Jessica Mitford is a sister of Unity Mitford, 

/who was reputed to be an intimate of Hitler prior to the war, and who is 
f said to be presently interned in England with her husband. Sir Oswald Mosley 

j Gustavo Duran has received correspondence from Mrs, William E. Beitz, 

/subject of an investigation in Washington, D. C. looking toward denatural¬ 
ization pgessfiSBaga. Mrs. Beitz is- reported to be a naturalized United 
States citizen of German’ origin, who possesses pro-German sympathies, and was 
I intimate with officials of the German Embassy in Washington, D. C. On 
i December 5, 1942, Mrs. Beitz, using the return address "Room 7705, Office 
'of Coordinator of Inter-American.Affairs, Washington, D. C." directed a 
letter to Duran at the American Embassy in Havana, Cuba, Mrs. Beitz stating’ thsjt' 1 ' 
she had ascertained that "the FBI report on Gomez-Carrillo had been turned 
over, finally, to'the personnel office." Bureau files reflect that Maria 
ez Gomez-Carillo is an Argentine pianist who was hired by the United States 
vemment at the suggestion of Mrs. Roosevelt, and who named Gustavo Duran 
s a reference.,/ . „ _ . .ro ^ 



pSraEee d that information- received, from 

A,*, 
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Tn iwill[mtui;trrrn’ti Gustavo Duran was a member of the pro-Allied Spanish 

CNT group (oreviously identified as the Anarchist Labor Union of•Syndicalists), 
Vand that no information was available from that source which would indicate^ 
[that 'Duran was not suitab le,for employment, by the United States Government. 




( I trt » ^ 


Information Received in Cu 


confidential -Bea q ao 



£ 


o pmant in "Havana . 


Cuba *, 

and militant member of the 


-reports- that in 

Communist 


Madrid, Spain, Gustavo Duran was a fervent 
Party, in which he ( held B var ^ous high positions of authority*■ When the Spanish 
Civil War began, Duran^vo?un?eered in'the Commun ist M&i tia, and his various' 
promotions' in 'military rank in the Republican Army^ere? obtained with the aid 
and support of the Communist Party. Duran is reported to have received high 
praise for his military conduct V- andhe .was known as. a brave soldier and. an. . 
intelligent leader, althwg^fiealws seemed to work toward political ends 
rather than military ends. As evidence of the^Communist Party activities of 
Gustavo Duran, this source pointed to the difficulties which arose during the 
closing days of-the Spanish Civil War in 'Madrid. • It is reported that when 
General Miaja and others formed a National Defense Junta in order to negotiate 
the surrender of Madrid to Franco, the Communist Party violently opposed this 
plan. . It is reported that when the Party gave orders to the comrades to 
march against the Junta in Madrid, Duran obediently deserted his post of 
assignment and lead his forces to fight against the combination of Republicans 
and the,CNT (Anarchist labor Union of Syndicalists) in Madrid. This source 
states that persons who knew Duran in Spain are unanimous in the opinion 
that Duran is a product of the Communist school, who follows the code "the 
end justifies the means," and these persons believe'that .Duran, pan .adapt hintr' 
self to any situation which may be ultimately beneficial to the political 
beliefs which he holds. This source further state3 that despite Duran's 
pretense of conforming with the ideals of American Democ^acy^he is merely 
using these tac tics for his own ends*. It-was further rs^?tecr^t , )iat th e ■ 

Communists fr e quen t lyb oas t^that they have within the American ftmbassy^aman 
who is absolutely trustworthy as a source of information for them, and con¬ 
jecture has been advanced that Duran may be the man to whom the Communists 
refer. ^ 


- jay, A 


c Dr» -- Junn Ghsbas, a acvonty - f - i v o yoar eld Spaniard who was . ft^ Juv e n - H o- - 

Court-Ju d ge in J&drid prior to the Spanish Civil War, fled fro m-Madrid-on- - 



—Cuba*- ft?-* 


stated that itsas&^was 


e^str^ied-from*-Spain-to 
"“olose friend ofGastavo 


Duran in Spain, whor e they fmight tog e th e r during the war, 
stated that Gustavo Duran was not a member of the Communist Party in the 
beginning of the Spanish Civil War, alth ough he had many friends in the Party, vu."i 
■ ^nd d_tu i wao -w»-aniab3-.alter the war hOT^bo g uia tha t- Gustavo Duran joined the 
Communist Party, -' JL 
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inf oraant-i^HavaR&^^£oraa4i^«a~eeRceTiTtBi 


-& 4 ^ t-M'- <-VJCW-&l 


Dnr fl n vja5l nht-jiH rwri from|_| 

hwhcrj-s-new-*- ^3Atical--refagee-4n--Cuba>l [ha^TO-^^QrJbujaiiy 

"Tro-kn ow fh v ran in -_Temel r -Spaiw^—fauti^h adHjd .t tle~te~d <?~wlth—Du ran bo c a tt S e^Duran 
belonged to the Communist Party of Spain. I fr iimself-is-a~Maso)fr.—On~that- 

'account, he held animosity toward any mem ber of the Commun ist Party of Spain 


of which Duran was a member, according tol 


stated that he be- 


\ lieved Duran's political sympathies have changed since he ma rried the daughter 
| of an American magnate who is a friend of Eleanor Roosevelt. believes 

[ that this friendship has cooled, and therefore, Duran was given a post in the 
| American Embassy in Havana, so that ther e would b e no interference in the affairs 
j. of the President's family. According to | 1 the Communists of the Casa 

'-de Cultura are now openly attacking Gustavo Duran, and so far as|_knows, 

; there has been no report that Duran has relations with the Communist Party 
of Cuba. (The confidential informant in this matter has suggested that the 
/ attacks by the Casa de Cultura may be a "blind" to cover the real connection 
• j between Duran and the Communist Party in Cuba. It- is to be noted that recently 
J Ernest Hemingway has also been openly attacked by the Communist Party in Cuba 
^ through the medium of the Communist newspaper "Hoy" in Havana.) 

Another confidential informant- has stated that Gustavo Duran was well 
known in Madrid as a member of the young intelligentsia prior to the outbreak 
of the Spanish Civil War. This source attributes the rapid ascent of Duran in 
the military ranks to the favor which Duran enjoyed with the Communist Party 
in Spain. This source declared that Duran was very close to the Communists 
in Spain, if not an actual member of the Party, and because of Duran's 
acceptability to the Communists, he went ahead much more rapidly than other 
officers of greater experience and equal ability, (fhe informant stated that"! 
j. Since arriving in Havana, Duran has not associated with his former friends, J 
land he has kept aloof from the Communist Party in Cuba. W I li 






. f Gustavo Duran has made statements concerning the Communist Party 

an Spain and the part they played in the Spanish Civil War. These statements 
f were made to a representative of the Bureau attached to the American Embassy 
fin Havana, and in the course of his remarks concerning the Communists, Duran 
consistently referred to them as "they" and never gave any indication that 
he personally was a member of the Communist Party. As noted above, Duran 
stated that he was not in Madrid after 1933, and declared that he was in no 
position to know whether the Communists fought against the Republicans and 
, the CNT in Madrid, _. 

• I* 

pojsiols /NTeASsr 

INFQRMATICNjOONCERNINQ ASSOCIATES AND SPONSORS OF GUSTAVO DORAN 


Bonte Romillv Crompton 


As previously mentioned, Gustavo Duran married Bonte Romilly Crompton 
in England on December 4, 1939. Duran’s wife is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs, 
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David Henry Crompton of Rye,-New York, and Wilton, New Hampshire* Bavid - Honry - 
- C r oapton o i rt wred-the-iftrirt e d S t a tes in 1909> a nd "bo o a m O ' Vi c e-P r ea M e n t '~ of ~ th e— 





-and' England"; 
'-Government" 


-ea-id-Pe' be"B^S6tSYSIlSt?r*' 

AtLft^xXk.O~ 


It is 4 e sbe-- 4 wte d~ that t^e nam e "Bonte Crompton, Wilton, New Hampshire” 
was found among the paper s of aa£j£»3* Leon W, Davis of Detroit, Michigan, 
at the time of his - ag p d fe ffiaa Sb mby Bu r oau - Agont o in th e Detroit -Sp a ni s h— 
■Enlistment Caao- on February 6, 1940 intorvi i nw t , Davis stated that 
Bonte Crompton was a tourist ^tapm/cia had met during his travels in France. 


George Kenneth Holland 



^ G X -** ■' j <j 


^P 

4-t* . A 




2u~JZajL 


szZi, 




’ ^pi.r.- 


te/uruCttA ;t,. . 

Duran/ pa w ed 

Affairs* - as a -r e f e ronoo It* developed • that-tftts "refe'rerKre”*had'known--Gustavo 
Daran-f or- a p p ro x i m ate ly - - aa e -y saPy-agid-^stat od - that h o - kn ow- of - n o-derogatory 
ir^fo^ati^a-eo n c g r ni ng^uran. Ifc=d®=iKr*e-~neted > -%hat George Kenneth Holland, 9“*^ 
—ft Bipeoboy- of the Office of^^Qrdlnato^„ 9 f In | ter-A merioan Affairs, Office 
for Finergency Management, fe s-^ unvesH i g a te3 a Sy' J fe h3l- Bur &a u ~- in a Ho - toh - Aot - C a ao 
baa e d-xm-ltffoj. m o tion thot Holland - wan listed in the indices of the Communist 
Front Organizations "American Peace Mobilization” and the "Washington Committee 
for Democratic Action.” ^fo-administrative-action_was ..taken, by-the Office for 
--Emergency-Management-upon'-receipt of the Bureau J s report in the matter .) 


Luis Bunuel 


eP 


This individual, -a-D ir e ctor -gf the Museum of Modern Art of New York 
City, h as „baen pr e v l o ue ly -ffieRti en od- ao -^^leae-pereoRftl -f rternt -of '--Ottetavo 

|£v* w«<«>C-Duran, oAnoo Ini e Du n u e l -w aa also namod -as a reference*by Dinan—L n 

aooking a Unito. d : ', i S tntog " Puverimie tr iposI t lon , a nd - Bunuol gav e a favog a blo 


aui 


- rooo a a e ndat j iCft * 




that Luis Bunuel, a native of 


Spain, originally entered the United States' on September 25, 1938, unio r a 
Diplomatic Visa, admittedly Representing the Government of Spain for the 
purpose of engaging in propaganda work for the Spanish Republican Government. 

It is reported that Bunuel left Spain with the assistance of two Spanish 
officials who are described as definitely linked with the Communist Party, 
one of whom is said to be an International Agent of the Party. Bunuel was 
originally denied a United States Immigration Visa in view of his connections 
with the Spanish Republican Government and the suggestion that Bunuel was 
either a Communist or a fellow traveler. However, ■& -Visa Doa rd of Ap peals-&«•«• u ^- 
finally granted an Immigration Visa to Bunuel upon his assertion that he 
was not a member of the Communist Party, A s p re vlou sly-ingntioRedT^unuel 
„„anlist erLGji.".the;-Spaniah Loyaii&t -Arn^ -with-Gus-tavo Baran--©H--July 17, -1936.1J 
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Charles Seeger 


-—-applying-for a position with the United States Government, ^nd a favorable 


This individual wa s - al s o n a m e d ' by Gustavo Duran as a r e f e r en oo in 


recommendation was given for Duran by Charles Seeger, Tho Buroau fiior 3 X** 
• rovoal that the name -o# Charles Seeger appeared on the active indices of the 
Communist Front organization "AmericanPeace Mobilization," n o investi g ati o n fi’Uoxk 
Hiein g cond u fttol -jneamueh-as Seeger was removed from the Government pay roll j 
and became employed by the Pan American Union, ^ \ 

' -•* £♦*>'«' 0*-'»H3-0 

w** Ernest Hemingway 

The activities of Ernest Hemingway in connection with anti-Fascist 
and Co mmunis t Front organizations in the/United States are well known. In 
August, 1942, Hemingway volunteered his services to the American Ambassador 
in Havana, offering to assist in intelligence work in Cuba. The Ambassador 
asked the opinion of the Bureau Legal Attache in the matter, and was advised 
<; that Hemingway had signed a petition denouncing the FBI in regard to the 
•• Detroit Spanish Enlistment Case in 1940, and had more recently referred to 
t the FBI as "The American Gestapo." Nevertheless,'.the Ambassador engaged 

the services of Hemingway, who set up an intelligence organization consisting 
of paid informants, the entire activity being under the personal direction of 
the American Ambassador. In August, 1942, Hemingway suggested that Gustavo 
Duran be transferred from his Government position in the United States to 
assist Hemingway in his Intelligence activities in Cuba. The arrangement 
was to be a temporary one for a period of thirty days, duri ng which time Duran 
was to take charge of Hemingway's intelligence organization(while Hemingwayi.1. IS 4 

___ - - Is*— llor.c'l ft . 4- o -I v. 


ingwayj 
-sub- ttXtp 

militarv 


was absent on a mission for the Naval Attache in connection with anti- 
marine activiti es^) Hemingway assured the Ambassador that Duran is a military*'- 
and intelligenc<Tgenius, who is a "pure Republican and not a Communist," who 
would be able to obtain complete information concerning the Spanish Falange 
in Cuba. 



Although the American Ambassador was advised by the Bureau Legal 
Attache that Gustavo Duran was at that time actually an employee of the Office 
of Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, the Ambassador took the position 
that if Duran were transferred to the Embassy, he would be working directly 
under the Ambassador. Duran arrived in Cuba in November, 1942,.and began 
working with Hemingway, The "intelligence coverage" of Hemingway consisted 
of vague and unfounded reports of a sensational character. Duran's work in 
Cuba has not been of the same sensational character as Hemingway's, but the 
reports which have been submitted through Duran are, nevertheless, unspecific 
and unverified. Duran attempted to accomplish a coverage of public opinion 
in Cuba, which he submitted in reports entitled "The Voice of the Street." 
These reports have contained statements made by persons in cafes, bars, and 
poolrooms, and, thus, do not represent a fair cross section of general public 
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opinion in Cuba. In February, 1943, Ernest- Hemingway and Gustavo Duran submitted 
information to the American Ambassador charging that Special Agent H. E. Knob- 
laugh, assigned to the Embassy as Assistant Legal Attache, was a participant 
of the Franco Movement in Spain, and had acted as a paid Franco propagandist. 

These charges were based on the fact that Special Agent Knoblaugh had written 
a book "Correspondent in Spain" upon his return from Madrid as an Associated 
Press correspondent in 1938, Although Hemingway had been ostensibly friendly 
with Special Agent Knoblaugh in Spain, Hemingway had no discussion with Special 
Agent Knoblaugh concerning the book, but took the charges directly to the 
Ambassador* The Ambassador later admitted to the Bureau Legal Attache that 
he had read only a few pages of the book, and after requesting the Legal 
Attache to have Special Agent Knoblaugh assigned to aom other post, the 
Ambassador dismissed the subject as being of no further importance, Hemingway 
and Duran are known to have a low esteem for thd^work of the FBI, which they 
consider to be "methodical and unimaginative./ , . . A 

I 

PRESENT STATUS OF GUSTAVO DURAN IN THE AMERICAN EMBASSY, 

, ___ HAVANA. CUBA _ ' _ 

The services of Ernest Hemingway in intelligence matters were 
ostensibly discontinued by the American Ambassador on April 1, 194J|k The 
Embassy is still receiving a few reports relating to cases previously inves¬ 
tigated by Hemingway's organization and directed to Gustavo Duran. It is also 
known thatiHemlngway is continuing a project on behalf of the Naval Attache 
in Havana, wftich consists of an investigation of enemy submarine yd clandestine*. 
radio activity off the Coasts of CubaTI T 'ff4 * "f MHfr AuXZi 

While the investigation of subversive activity suspects as such has 
been ostensibly discontinued by Hemingway, the American Ambassador has re¬ 
quested that Gustavo Duran continue to submit reports on public opinion in 
Cuba as was previously undertaken in the "Voice of the Street" reports. The 
Ambassador feels that these reports give an "inside picture" of public opinion 
in Cuba, and are received with great interest by the State Department, Duran 
is now employed at the Embassy in Havana .on a permanent basis as a member of 
the Auxiliary Foreign Service, and Duran employs the services of a few informants 
at a cost of around $200,00 per month, Duran also analyzes political comments 
and articles appearing in the Cuban newspapers and assists the Ambassador in ..pre¬ 
paring speeches to be given in the Spanish language. 

The Bureau Legal Attache has recently reported that Gustavo Duran 
is evidencing no spirit of hostility toward FBI representatives in Cuba, and' 

Duran has been cordial and helpful. The Bureau Legal Attache is aware of 
no instance in which Duran has taken an undue interest in FBI operations irt qP ^ 
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Cuba, which might indicate an ulterior purpose on the part of Duran. How¬ 
ever, all of the FBI reports pass through a section of the Qnbassy where 
Duran is employed, giving him an opportunity to be aware of all FBI activities 
in Cuba as reported to the SnbaBBy. . 




SUMMARY 


In view of the status of Gustavo Duran as an employee of the American 
Embassy in Havana, and in view of the esteem in which Duran Is held by the 
Ambassador, and in view of Duran's close association with Ernest Hemingway, 
an active investigation in Cuba to determine whether Duran is a member of the 
Communist Party has not been undertaken by the Bureau Legal Attache. 

Independent sources in Cuba, which have previously proved to be 
reliable, have reported that Gustavo Duran was a member of the Communist Party 
- in Spain during the Spanish Civil War. A fourth source in Cuba has declared 
that Duran owed his military advancement in Spain to the favor of the Communist 
Party, although he was not actually a member of the Party.^ 

A reliable source in the United States has reported that Gustavo 
Duran was a member of the Youth Socialist League at the beginning of the 
Spanish Civil War, and became a member of the Communist Party of Spain when 
the Youth Socialist League affiliated with the Party in December, 1936. 

As has been previously mentioned, three sponsors of Gustavo Duran 
in the United States have been reported to be connected In some degree with 
Communist Party or Communist Front activities. 


[Basque informants in CubaJPefcort'that Gustavo Duran took his forces 
to Madrid during the closing days ox the Spanish Civil War and fought along¬ 
side the Communist forces in opposing the surrender of the city to Franco. 
According to Duran's own statement, he never returned to J&drid'after June, 
1938. It is noted that Duran's statement that he was unaware of any violence 
between the Communists and Republicans in Madrid appears to be inconsistent 
with rather widespread information circulated at the time concerning the 
disorder in Madrid based on refusal of the Communists to join in a surrender of 
Madrid to Franco. 

It has been suggested that the following sources of information^* 
might be contacted for evidence of membership in the Communist Party on the £ 
part of Gustavo Duran: If 


A Colonel Casado, reported to be well known in Spanish Republican 
circles and believed.to be presently in London, England, was 
charged with the defense of the Andalucian Front in Spain, and 
was assigned to expell Communists from positions of power in the 
Spanish Republican Army prior to the surrender to Franco in March, 
1939. _r- 
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Gustavo Duran is wall known among Leftist Republicans and Spanish 
Communists presently in Mexico City, D.F. as refugees, and the 
possibility exists that a confidential source of information could 
be developed in this group for information bearing on Duran's 
^alleged membership in the Communist Party, jfc 

A check of the records of the State Department and the War Depart¬ 
ment might reveal information concerning Duran as reported by the 
American Embassy in Madrid* >, 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is believed that information received from confidential informants 
in Cuba is sufficient indication of Gustavo Duran's Communist Party member¬ 
ship to warrant further inquiry of a most discreet nature of all logical 
sources of information in order that it may be definitely determined whether 
Duran is in fact a member of the Party. (J 

It is recommended that the Bureau Legal Attache in Havana, Cuba, 
be instructed to recontact his confidential sources of information in this 
matter with a view to securing additional information from Spanish Republicans 
and anti-Communist Spaniards concerning Duran's alleged Party membership, 
and particularly with regard to the report that Bur&n joined the Communists 
in fighting Spanish Republicans who favored the surrender of Madrid to 
Franco during the closing days of the Spanish Civil far,^) ^ 

It is further suggested that a blind memorandum be prepared 
setting out all information previously mentioned concerning the activities 
of Gustavo Duran, and that this blind memorandum be furnished to Mr. Berle 
and the State Department with the confidential request that the Bureau be 
furnished all information contained in their files con cerning the activities 
of Gustavo Duran in Spain and elsewhere in Europe, \ It is recommended that 
Mr* Berle be advised in confidence that the presenceol' Gustavo Duran in the 
.• Embassy at Havana will seriously impair Bureau operations in Cuba should 

be a member of the Communist Party as indicated in reports received to 
ite*J It is also pointed.out that in discussing this entire matter with Mr. 
3erae', it should be kept in mind that Gustavo Duran is reported to be a 
cl QS.9 friend of Ernest Hemingway and American Ambassador Spruille Braden in 
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UNITED STATES OF 7AMERT 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. n ~ I 1 -° G; «v. 

O T OH.--*** . 

Re: ERNEST HEMINGWAY *“ 

-C uba Latin fifflgrTc an Matters W , A / ,_ A* Ly 

CLASS. A EXT. BY jgjgflggf 
Dear Sir: REASON - FCIM 11, > )Kg/A| ft) f * *- 

DATB of BEVIE«_£®Zi?tt9- 

On September 13, 1943, SIS #213 accepted an invitati on 
to have lunch with Subject at his finca located in San Francisco 
lt> Kilometers from Habana". There was n 
Heminewav was quite talkative but kept 


Septer 


*#**?&*> 
A y .. 


k ’ — • 

HABANA. CUBA „ 

r“* _ 


| r'lGav_ 




e revealed that MARTHA GELLHORN^HEMINGWAY, his pre^ 
sent wife, left for t he United Stat es the f^rst week in 

o talk with her publishers about the book 


w hich she has been writing for the past few month s. Hemingway 
had previously informed the writer that he had proofread the 
work of his wife, and was convinced that she had something worth 
while. He further revealed that after conferring with her pub¬ 
lishers, it was her intention to join the Allied Forces invading 
Europe as a correspondent for Colliers. She is expected to be 
gone for five or six months • 

H emingway stated_that .he Is tired of being on land 
t,Mn<y t.n rio anri la an xious t o return to his confidential 
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ich, we are confidentially advised, is pfl 


[the Caribbean waters on behalf of the U 
1943. he stated that he e xpected to lea 
rsation with him on Sep 
d not be able to leave 

t 


S. Navy) 


t weeks in New York City and Long Island 


making the round of the night ^pots and duck 


Island, as he expressed It. 
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C oncerning the picture “For Whom the Bell Tolls ' , 
Hemingway st' a te d that he has no desire to see it because he do es 
not'TeTfeve it is a true portrayal of his work. He further 


declared that Sam 


Lrector, did not like the book, 


and, therefore, waa unable to approach his task with a sympathetic 
viewpoint. Furthermore, Gary Cooper is past his prime and he does 
riot consider his choice as leading man a happy one.^jQ ^ 

Under date of July 12, 1943, the file contains the'fol¬ 
lowing memorandum of information obtained by the Legal Attache in 
conversation with Robert P. Joyce, former Second Secretary of the 
American Embassy: 

“The picture based on Hemingway*s book, ’For Whom the 
Bell Tolls,' will be presented for the first time at the Paramount 
Theater in New York City on July 14, 1943. Hemingway was invited 
to the premiere but refused; his wife, Martha Gellhom Hemingway, 
was later invited and likewise declined. Their declination is a 
result of their dissatisfaction with the manner in which the film 
company ha3 adapted the book for screen presentation. Hemingway 
received a letter from Gary Cooper, who plays the principal role, 
stating that the teeth had been pulled from the story and the 
result was a meaningless war romance cast against the Spanish 
countryside. 

“Hemingway has refused to see the advance shots of the 
picture, though requested to come to Hollywood or New York at the 
film company’s expense, feeling that the film executives intend 
to salve him into a state of submission to the mutilation of his 
story. He c onsiders himself free to attack the picture when it 
a ppears because he did not 0 .k 7...the revision . He still threaten s 
t oexpose trie 'Fascist Influences*, namely the Vatican- and certai n 
S tate uepar tment olT lei als ~sjm m t he tic, Jto.Jgranc o. ^sfeo_.w ere'"'~~^ 
responsible for the * castration’ of his book.” 1 


The conversation turned to writing. He stated that at 
the present time, he was only catching up on some old correspondence, 
s aid that he is not writing any books at the present time , but 
haT\three plots inmind which he thinks will form the basis for 
goodNptorles. These concern his experiences in the past year. 
However, he does not intend to use these plots until the war is 

over. In conne ction with this, TTemingwa y__told. SIS #596_Qn_J > ugUSt. 2 4, 

19 45 that he would never write anything about his intelligence work 
o n~~behair of tne_ Ambassador . If he wrote anything as a result of 
his present experiences, he would limit it to a fictional story 
based on anti-submarine work. At the time of his conversation 
with SIS #396, . he stated that he had prepared nothing. 
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k /[ In a discussion of columnists, Hemingway stated that 
DREW'VPEARSON is known to him only slightly. However, he has 
always- believed that in his search for sensational stories, he 
frequently makes statements that are only half truths. As an 
example of this tendency, he referred to an article that Pearson 
had written in his column, "The Dai^ly Washington Merry-Go-Round," 

| in which Pearson stated that Individuals who had fought inJb.hs 
1 A braham Lincoln Brigade in the .-Spanish Civil War were discriminate d 
I a gainst by U-. S. \rmy authorities when they sought admission to 
I Officers’Training School.Although Hemingway thinks that members 
o f"the Abraham LlncolfTBrlgade have been the subjects or discr im¬ 
ination. he stated that Pearso n was unfortu nate in his choic e 
examples” According ¥<T Hemingway .Teach indivi'BuaiT^Eat Pearson 
cj:sm&3rwm rbrus6d'”dclmlssio n to Officers ’ Traini ng Scfi oo XImi. 
an ouf jnci out Communist .'"Trying attended~a"Cc a munlst Indoctrin a ti on 
S chool located in the Catsklll Mountains in New York State. In 
these instances. Hemingw ay affirmed that the A rnywaa pe rfectl y 
j ustlT'feq m the action which was taken., '^ 

Regarding his work, Hemingway stated that he never 
intended to find himself in any such line of activity. His L 
explanation for organizing an intelligence s_eryice which was in 
o peration until April 1, 1945, was that he did so when specific ally 
requested to do so by the Ambassador, who believed that he was" ‘ 
eminently qualified to aid the hmDassy in gathering.information 
about the Spanish Palange because of his long association with 
Spaniards (jOvk 

Very truly yours, 

(JQSF, ISF*. s.,i. 


£cqh 


Legal Attache 
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, ^Cy\ 1 C _ DECLASSIFIED BY 60324yBAU/DK/ntw - 

ON 11-04-2008 - 

RE ERNEST HEMINGWAY CUBA LATIN AMERICAN MATTERS. REFERENCE YOUR 
RADIOGRAM NUMBER 528. HEMINGWAY SEPTEMBER 19 ON ANOTHER SUBMARINE 
PATROL TRIP CARRIBEAN AREA AS DESCRIBED IN MY LETTER JU NE 26 PAGE 2. 
EXPECTS TO BE GONE ABOUT 2 MONTHS AND IS ACOOMPANIED BY I 
* ADVISCO SIS NUMBER 213 THAT AFTER INSTANT TRIP HE WILL 

HKUULLU TO NEW YORK FOR VACATION FROM ONE MONTH TO SIX WEEKS DUR¬ 
ATION. FURTHER STATED HE IS DOING NO WRITING WHATSOEVER AT PRESENT 
, TIME BUT HAS THREE GOOD PLOTS IN MIND FOR POST WAR BOOKS. DID NOT 
INDICATE NATURE OF SUBJECT MATTER. NO FURTHER REFERENCE HAS BEEN 
\MADE BY .HIM REGARDING PROPOSED/BOOK REFERRED TO MY LETTER AUGUST 
I 13. HIS WIFE, MARTHA GELLHORItfNEMINGWAY NOW IN NEW YORK ARRANGING 
I FOR PUBLI CAT 10'S OF HEft^OTICREFER REDTTT MY LETTER JUNE 26 . SHE 
IS PLANNING LATER TO ACCOMPANY AMERICAN INVASION TROOPS TO EUROPE 
AS CORRESPONDENT FOR COLLIERS FOR FIVEDR SIX MONTHS. SUGGEST 
NEWS ITEM REFERRED TO MAY BE BLIND PLANTED BY HEMINGWAY TO COVER 
ACTIVITIES AND ABSENCE FROM CUBA, OR MAY REFER TO PREVIOUS' TRIRS^y. 
OF SIMILAR NATURE. LEDDY..JJ0 y» — 

Ky “ fcci:?. 

RECEIVED VV 19-18-43^1 fEtX 5H7 PM EWT 
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On August 13, 1943* the Bureau Legal Attache advised.that Hemingway 
recently told -an undercover SIS Representative that he is currently writing 
a book based on his experiences in intelligence activities in Cuba. Hemingway 
indicated that his book would,make mention of all persons whom he had con¬ 
tacted during the past year in Cuba concerning intelligence matters and that 
he wouid mention Ambassador Braden among other persons. At that time the 
undercover Agent was unable to ascertain to what extent FBI Representatives 
would be mentioned in the forthcoming book by Hemingway. Of course, 
Hemingway's attitude toward the Bureau has been expressed by Hemingway's 
[action in signing a petition criticizing the Burfiau-jlnijj^mection with the ^ 
[Detroit Spanish Enlistment Case, and not long a$TH^mingway remarked that f 
[the FBI £s "the American Gestapo." 

''' During the week of September 12, 19U3j the Hew York cOffbmnjJ® j X 

Leonard Lyons stated in his column that Ernest Hemingway 

Cuba, without further elaboration. a. • j 

1 The Bureau Legal Attache in Havana advises that W^fertea 

_jfrom Cuba on September 19, 19^3, on another submarin^«lrol gplp'in 

ICTOKYl?the Caribbean area, accompanied by WinstoiyfQuest, and^expecta^Df be % 
g one f or approximately two months, after which Hemingway staled he (lV| 
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J would proceed to New York for a vacation of approximately six weeks. Prior 
(to his departure on this most recent patrol trip, Hemingway advised a SIS 
Representative that he is doing no writing at the present time whatsoever 
but is considering three plots for use in writing books during the post¬ 
war period. Hemingway has made no further reference to the proposed book 
that he was previouslyreported to be writing concerning his intelligence 
experiences in Cuba. yt, 

t Martha Gellhor^emingway, wife of Ernest, is presently in New 

|Xork arranging for publication of a book which she has reportedly written 
concerning conditions on the Island of Martinique, based in part upon 
Information which Marth^fSellhorn obtained from the State Department 
through the assistance of a United States official in Havana. 

There has been reported no change in the situation existing 
between Hemingway and the American Jsinbassy in Havana, and Hemingway ^ 
apparently enjoys the full confidence of Ambassador Spruille BradenCandVrs-iJ-/? 
is continuing his activities on behalf of the* United States Naval Attache^ 

■ Despite the ostensible discontinuance of Hemingway's intelligence activities . 
for the Ambassador on April 1, 19^3, the Bureau Legal Attache has ascertained *r+ 
that Hemingway had a quantity of gasoline charged to him from the private 
stock of the Ambassador for the month of April, 19U3* indicating an actual 
continuance of an arrangement which had been previously in effect for the 
snefit of Hemingway's intelligence organization pri'or to April 1, 19U3. 
is also known that Hemingway's assistant in intelligence activities, 

3ustavo Duran, himself allegedly a member of the Communist Party and 
'presently under investigation on that account, is carrying on a part of 
the inte lligence program which Hemingway began on behalf of Ambassador 

It appears from the latest reports submitted by the Bureau 
Legal Attache in Havana that Hemingway has made no further reference to 
writing a. book baaed on his intelligence experiences in Cuba, Hemingway 
having stated on the contrary that he is doing no writing whatsoever at the 
present time. However,* it is proposed with your approval to instruct the 
Bureau Legal Attache at Havana Cuba to insure that Bureau Agents--assigned' 
f Ito the Embassy and operating under cover be on the alert to report any 
I information received that would indicate Hemingway plans to include mention 
-*<»f the Bureau in any publication, which he may be in the process of prepar; 
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Hsy 33, 1944 


Irnest It a great ad a lrer of r aa 
and the. Burea u. In a conversation with an 
Agent of this Offico, ho stated that he had 
net several of the Bureau representatives 
while In Havana, Ouba, and he thought that 
they were of an mutually high type and, 
further, that their work was aost effective 
there. He stated that he had been very 
friendly with QeaeraX^Benits, who was a 
ranking political power in Cuba, and he 
thought it was most sousing the General 
should hold his present position inasmuch 
as sons years ago Bsuits had acted in several 
Hollywood pletnree in which he played "Iatin 
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RE* SMEST EEMUTGftffi 


Abraham Lincoln Brigade 

... . . -S«.-rr>» »*•<" ;« : 

m Kay, 1938, ^e3*^eianiagtvxQr tjac reported to bfe a contri- 
but or to too publication, '"Amons Friends," a quarterly magaaine put 
out by the Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, The publication was 
described as being devoted to the Loyalists 1 cause in Spain and more 
particularly to tho Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 
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The "Daily Yterkcr" of February 3, 1939# announced that Ernest, 
ncmfiingway vrould spook on February 22, 1939# at a memorial meeting to be 
hold in honor of tho fien who died fighting in the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 
Tho "Daily l7arknr H is an East Coast daily Conauniat newspaper. 

3h Juno, 1939# Boralingraay^o name was listed on tho lettorhead 
of tho Abraham Lincoln Brigade as mo of its sponsors, 

Tho Attorney (tenoral has cited tho Abraham Lincoln Brigade as 
being -within the purview of Executive Order 9335. 

American Corenltteo for the Protection of Foreign Bern 


Ki 


Da January, 19kO t Omcst KccgMngway addressed letters over his 
perccml signature endorsing the work of the American Committee for the 
Protection of Foreign Bom and soliciting the assistance of various 
persons* K© requested that any contribution in the fern of checks be 

-* p450U0 40 re m‘. m ! 4 f d 

h circular soliciting sports ora for -Ore AmeAcan CpttdL^tee fee- JT 'Jt 
tho Protection of Foreign Bom was distributed at the & ' 34 P , 

Conference of that organization hold in Lfashlngtm, D, C* cart LSareh 2 x '• 

s,; -and 3, 1$>UQ. Tho circular was signed jointly by Ernest Horgslngway and 

E: 2ST-£r* tfllllam Allen ITeileon as Co-Chairman for the Cceaaitto© of Sponsors, 
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TfiSs fs tfte resort cf a request for 
an FBI h.v citjtk tr..'y ; ^ r-* 

tatesaisiOered as & (&*»*»*. 
PROPERTY OP FBI 
This confidential report and its. 
contents are loaned to you by the 
FBI and are not to be distributed 
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c% lA^moranduin • united st*es government 


MR. FLETuHERJH* 1 


FROM 


V. P. KSAY 


®w; confid^tiaL all ^ 

/Wr HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. 

/ f 1 EXCEPT WHERE SHOWS £• «< 

^ .ttSHgHWISE j n . r .^- -“ 


SUBJECT: REQUEST FRO.I THE OFFICE OF THE SEC 
Jy OF DEFENSE FOR NAME CHECK ON 
Y ERNES i HEH IN GWAI 


IT, fOlSOB 
Ur. Cl*g* 

ur. gut nr 


Ur. Trwy_ 
Ur* p g* w 
ur. Gum** 



Rooa 

Wi NMO* ■ 

Attached hereto is a blind memorandum prepared in response t’o -- 

a request from the Office of the Secretary of Defense for a check of -1—- 

FBI files, to include a summary of any information which "would affect 
clearance for access to highly classified material." 

, In addition to the information set out in the blind memorandum 
it is noted that Bureau files show that Ernest Hemingway operated an / 

intelligence organization for the American Ambassador in Havanna, Cuba from 
August 1942 to April 1943. During this period HemjQingway was in frequent If 

contact with the Office of the Legal Attache at Havanna, Cuba. 

The Legal Attache reported in June 1943 that in personal relations 
Hemgtingway maintained a surface show of friendship and interest with 
representatives of the. FBI. Through statements he made to reliable contacts 
of the Legal Attache, however, it was known that Hemjjingway and his assistant, j 

Gustavo Duran, had a low esteem for the work of the FBI which they considered ^fev 4 
to be methodical, unimaginative, and performed by persons of .comparative youth 
without experience in foreign countries, and knowledge of international - » 

intrigue and politics. Both Hera^ingway and Duran, it was also known, had m ¥? / 

personal hostility to the FBI on an ideological basis, especially Hemvlingwayj &&& 
that he considered the FBI anti-Liberal, pro-Fascist, and dangerous of develops £ g- 
ing into an American Gestapo.Jp* i ^ 

It is noted that Ernest Hemjlingway was a principal signer of the ^ , 

denunciation of the FBI in the Detroit Communist-Spanish Enlistment Case in 3 
1940. In addition the Legal Attache advised that on meeting Hemstingway some 
weeks previously the latter had referred to the FBI as "The American Gestapo". 

At the request of the Legal Attache Hemrtingway was sounded out by a representa y^^ v...^ 
tive of the Embassy at Havanna concerning these remarks. The .-Massy 
representative later returned with the advise that Hemslingway stated he had 
paid no particular attention to the petition he had signed in 1940 denouncing 
the FBI and could now hardly remember what it said; HemiAingway told the Sttbassy 
representative that people were always shoving petitions under his od$e and 
like many famous people he was inclined to sign them on the request of a friend 
without full information as to their contents. HemAingway also reportedly ' S 
dismissed the reference to the FBI as "The American Gestapo" as a mere jest. 
(64-23312-6X) j j t n s */ a*- *9 -o jr y*i> • / 
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CONFlbtNTIAL 

In addition to the organizations mentioned In the attached blind 
memorandum, it is noted that Bureau files reflect Hemingway' a past affiliation 
with such organizations as the Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy, American 
Relief Ship Mission for Spain, and the Amrlean Writers' Congress. None of these 
organizations are on the Attorney General's list.and the Bureau has not established 
Hemingway's membership in these organizations by investigation. 

ACTION ! 

It is recommended that the information developed concerning Hemingway 
during hie service to the American Ambassador in Havana, Cuba, not be made available 
to the Office of the Secretary of Defense since this information is largely of an 
administrative nature and does not appear to be such as would affect clearance for 
access to highly classified material. It is also recommended that the information 
associating Hemingway with the organizations mentioned above not be made available 
to the requesting agency since these organizations are not an the Attorney General's 
list. 


If the attached blind memorandum meets with your approval, it is 
recoranended that it be returned to Room 7633 for transmittal to the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense* 




The Amariean Committee fop the Protection of Foreign Ban*-was 
declared by the At*orney denary to be w&tfoln the purview of Executive 
Order 9535* 



The Issue of the "Hally Worker* published an 

article bearing' the headline, "Heqjfeingreay Reaffirms Backing , of Rescue Ship 
!ilaeion* B The article quoted a cable received from Kenp/iingnay In Havana 
in which he expressed the sincere hope that a ship would bo obtained "as 
soon oa it*o humanly possible to do eo," 


The American Rescue Ship Uieslon has bean declared by the Attorney 
General to be within the purview of Executive Order 9035* \ 



On February 21, 19lil» Ernest HomsOnemy ms reported as being a 
Vice-President and a member of tbs Board of Directors of the heague of . 
American 'Writers, Incorporated. 


The League of American TOitorB has been cited by the Attorney / 
General oa being within the purview of Executive Order 9835* 

„ , . (61r-23312-3) 

Lttaeellanoaua ' 


K reliable informant has reported that during the period 19 I 42 •* 
19l*3, Ernest Hes^ingwy repeatedly asserted that he was. anti-Goiarainiat and 
that he was as much opposed to the CorvsuniBt'lnfluQace in the Spanish war 
os he too to the Fascist, (62r23312-6~p.7) Ct>* 


A reliable informant tea reported that in September, 19*43# 

Emeot Hec®Btngmy was discussing certain newspaper articles which attacked 
the Chited States Army for refusing to admit to the Officers* Training 
School individuals who had fought in the Abraham Lincoln Brigado in the 
Spanish Civil T7ar* According to tho Informant, Hecqtfngway took exception 
and stated that the united States Artsy ms perfectly justified in the 


action which was taken inasmuch as each Individual 12 /to had been refused 
admission to the Officers* Training School ms an out-and-out Coss 5 «alot.| 

(6^-23312-10) . ' 
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gal Attache, Havana, Cuba (64-356) , 

ERNEST'HEMIMCmT} -ALL INFOMATiCN CONTAlM^, 

EDWARD "TEDYSCOTT ~>^ 7 -. ' HEBEIlflS UNCLAS ( SI^ Wy 
FOREIGN MISCELIANEOUS: " . EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 

•OTHERWISE 


3Br\Harbo-- 

Mr. Mohr.-- 

Mr. Parsons-- 

Mr. Kosen-- 

Mr. Tamm.-— 

Mr. Sizoo--— 

Mr. Winterro-wd_ 
Tela. Room- .. 


. I Jv-** nuuuu 

Re Havana letter 8-26-54 which furnished the details of * lq§Ss i 'GAiu] 
agreement between novelist ERNEST HEMINGWAY and columnist EDNARD "TBD^j^l- 
SCOTT, as a result of which SCOTT challenged HEMINGWAY to a duel.^Q JkjJgJtJ: 

CZli 

On 8-30-54 SCOTT exhibited a letter dated 8-28-54 and writteh 
by Dr. PEDRO SANCffiZ HESSINO, SCOTT's representative in the matter of the(_ 
duel. In his letter Dr. SANCHEZ FESSINO ouoted verbatim a letter, date 
not shown, written to him by HEMINonAY^a. \J^ 

In the letter HEMINGWAY advised Dr. SANCHEZ FESSINO that he had 
no intention of fighting a duel with Mr. SCOTT, giving as his reasons the 
fact that he is in ill health and "has a lot of writing to do." HEMINGWAY 
further stated that he felt sure that a court of honor would not consider 
this cowardice'.pn his part^ 

>>• SCOTT advised that although he was not satisfied with HEM NOWAY! a 
answer ha ;did not knew what else he could do about the natter/li 
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Director, FBI 


Legal Attache, Havana, Cuba 


ERiesT HEuinmij 
EDWARD U TED W SCOTT 
FOREIGN MIS CELIA! 
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August 26 , 1954 

Bavana, Cuba 
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HEREIN is liSCLASSI 
EXCEPT WHERE SHGlYa 
ftIHERWISE 
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aware, novelist ERNEST HEMINGWAY returned to 
his home in Cuba about a month ago after having spent sons time In Europe 
following hie narrow escape from death In two airplane crashes In Africa, 

As Bureau files will reflect, EDWARD "TED" SCOTT, a native of 
New Zealand and a British subject, is a columnist for the Ifevana English 
anguage daily "Ifevana Post." 

SCOTT has always outwardly been very friendly with HEMINGWAY and 
frequently has cade laudatory references to him in hia daily column called 
"Interesting If True." Several weeks ago SCOTT . in his column reported a 
conversation that he had had with HEMINGWAY'S wife, MARY, in which the 
latter stated that lion steaks were very delectable* SCOTT said ha took 
Issue with Mrs* HEMINGWAY on this question and she retorted that he was a 
"Btupid British colonial," SCOTT went on to say in his column that from a 
woman he could take this but he would never stand still for it if it had 
come from her husband. 
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This past week the movie actress AVA GARDNER has been in Ifevana* _j 
She became somewhat abusive with the Cuban press upon her arrival at the § 

airport in Havana and later at the Hotel Nacional. SCOTT aade reference c 

to this in ono of his dally columns, and went on to say that it is frequently 
observed that a woman tries to adopt the attitude and actions of her 
husband and pointed out that GARDNER'S estranged husband, TRANK SINATRA, 
has carried on a running feud with the press far years. 
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To: Director# FBI 

Subject* ERHBST HEitENMAYj 
EDSBLRD “TED" SCOTT 
FCREIGH MISCEUA HBODS 
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information because of the possibility that some Embassy offic ial might be 
indiscreet erioueh to Mention the catter-oiLtalde of the Embassy I I V 


furnished information to this office in the past and will probably do~W' 
again In the future# it was not deemed desirable to jeopardise the 
position of this office with him by reporting tba information locally. 

The -Bureau will ba advised of any new developments in this- 

matter. 
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•fffjyL^^Att tio*ii'»:i *irraio ts a nemoraniurn to tfcs Director /ron the *N 
'tegal Atfaohe, Havana, Cuba, dated August 26, 1954 3 entitled 3 N. 

f, i.'rneN$*<y«'gf:nQtao?^ Edward ‘red* Soott, Foreign Mtaoellaneoua. " JTft?* 
%#«oran<tan refloats information sonaarnina Ernest Heminanau. Ana 
Gardner. and otfrera iflhile tn Cuba. I _L 


\ b6 
'• b 7 C 
■, b 7 D 
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«-*lb a«e 


_J Concerning Dr, Canter the Director queried, "Where ig 'Jlantir 
*pned/> D. H u( ~ '' 5 


^Th'cujh ft iison it waa estcblished that Dr. Jaoob Copter' 
employe?* by the '.-portwent of State; however, he ta a repre- 
sentjttiur of t*,r States Information /penny (USIA). He. left 

.7*Vaa« +**m+bj aft i*, non* "-ns ' t \ ‘:d + -)th f ' FVtA Headquarter^ in ' 

** ? ** + '■•'•* '*i ‘vltant, 

”V* 
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2 948 tf 1 •„ ('on r -.i.ictPl F.ti.-v* r/ Alter *<vr inuestipatf <;p 
and aubmti'ed tfce reau. •*« to *ho He part me nt of State in 
A-.!;, >*-45. * .<•■ ordtng to the Bureau *•» on February 1'% 1964, 

* •»" Bureau ad •» ’ t.he Department a/ -tafe that 7Ae Honorable Sprutlle 

B-alen, former a-. senior to Dolomfci , Cuba, and Argentina, appeared 
before the Senate xntetnal Security t'UbcQv&i.ttep at n ' *i?»c j**ej»»or, and 
testified that Dr. Jacob '• anter wh: signed - '• * : . ;,.t/02L*5 

»ft ibe <A*'.bfne DaAfr setter and in inew of *h« foot tbaz Hi sa-'P'Ser 


■rttn indtm tw» /«n»p Cemr.u."if 
i jinted at Dr. Conter. 2** 
Bureau to ffalA Ap~‘l •'* 

V;1 1 '• f *> 


.c, t-He finger of suapicit* >s *>3 
motion was paased on v v ■*-.JC? 

:i<«Er of the fa*t tn t £-r, Gan+t-r 
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ft /Mil Mai. 


**• Jurecu *0 intervie* 
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_ l et tAe O’* 

the result a of the interview wit 
Hr, <?a»tar, vtere furntohed to VC 
Department 9/ that* mnd GJutl Sj 
The case it now olottd, ' 


mmjL 
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igaftfle oy in Cuba* Thtt Mr 
I gfticft re/ 2 eoted odveroeJ 
•a J»iy * 0 , 2954 , ani <« tM 
fee Cogmioaion on July SI, 19 J 4 , 


Mont, Tor your information. 


l alleoed that Hr, Cantor doetroyed one 0/ tho moot a/foottoo 
propaganda madia (radio) of tho U, 3 , Information Agency im Cuba 
by unwarranted and ooneietent fnter/erenoe In ite operation*, 
olantod report* on ft* operation and gonoral depreciation of tin 
true value; that Hr, Cantor orittotnod tho daily political 
commentary written by tho Radio Officer a* being ^Hoo etrengly" 
anti-Oommuntetio in content, ,fiO *a^s. t( 
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Sep i*nb< 


IION CONTAINED 
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mtutttm ommi** \/ 

sn^ui^cfi. .:, _ Jh 

ir n> lauaKSj Cslw» ;»v.- has fjriPti&i it / 

T 4 k _ * 1 — . , a '* . s * ^ U. .S *2. W .. «?. 
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rtifoftl# *» the past, Hu* reow&n uSuUtd «*a*. 

•ft#it* ftM years ay# ift# otpatria 4«#H#e*s Joee.>hi.n^ 

Motor ip/ioa* nan# ft## ft##* linked vtUh ffcaxunieu 

eamees wa# booked t* tiny a»4 it do«eft Sn tft# #<j»tao;rtr* 

Cleft In Havana, Cuba* ffc#» £aAr#r*« espousal of Co muni et causes 
to earn* k*em to tft# »anay«M*t of the Montmartre Night Club her 
centre*t mtth the* club tout cancelled* At the name tine Maker 
(• reported to Have teen unable to acinin a room at the date! 
tod anal u ia uana* * 


the inferunnt state $ that Dr* Jacob Canter* then 
Cultural Attache at the American Smtoasy in Havana, became wet , 

upset user the aanoellation of Bator*e contract at the Montmartre £ 
eight Club and ever the fast that she could not obtain a room at g 
the Hotel Mmtenai and he, the informant, considered it met nuouaM 
that Dr* Canter, an employee of the bitted State * Vovernwent, skoullt 
r: m. epenly support the cause of Sober ahor. he described as a sell-luaun t 
u§ eepeueer of Communist causes, if net a member of the Conikmiet sartfi 

fc * 3; Jt has been established that Dr* Jacob Canter ie not urn,logoi by tfttu 
i gi Department of State ftttt it a abater of the United States Informations* 
f> r!r Agemeg* Canter left da tana, Cuba, recently and in now aseigneq, to j*S> 
5; 2t ta# United States Informtton Agency heauQuarters xn Washington, 

K D* C*, as a policy *r oneu It«wt^J)\^Qg u\ . f, : 


i D* C«| as a policy ^onsu u • s : 

^ m 1948 thte Bureau conducted a Voice of America ' c 

vjlau#«tty«tSOft on Dr* Canter and submitted the results to the J £ 
GQftopartatat •/ Stats in July, H43* On February 17, I9p4, this 
tiuMersee edvtsed the Dvpurtmemt of t«i* that *ho Memorable £ .rutHi ;ss 
ftrodis, fordi'w-Ambassador ta Colombia, Cuba and Argentina, appoai%d t S 
I before the aenatSXntofnal Subeomtst•* at a public see ipn and % 

| t#**t/<«4 that 3tr, Jt»f £ 0 ter, j-tSi* * ,*i.,ned *• Cuba, oeemd* 
t-imeelmd in the Joee^s .me thttoexnet Tier a#u * ■< of the fact ^ 

- T ,„. Irik t Mise Bator-ms knowm ik haee vonhunk*i (.•enactions, thm ,yt\ j*r 
m* -i~ef suspicion, mas pointed nt Mr* Qumto^* ■Thto ohm <Ufermat (at- sk.:/ / 
Mr mid Mi**** +> to# t«##« Imfodmhho a '. tna, eft*' 

S9* iM«i i» aMftiJCf' ‘ft* '«#» «#«< ifr, Loi»t*i* ftaff^#»? 

~ - treaseferrsd^ta that J&totoy fr+* *** Mepaf t m wU ofc?*--'** fi/ 

“tttN 19 :$S5iJwfr L co^M 1AL , —- -- 


tm 19 -m:j 

maos _riflvw'vi ?-i* * * i * 







in June, 1334 , the gftliiiL iilfl t*a In fa mm iian Aaenai 
&*»** bureau to interview 

i a the J fnited Statee Jmbtliby Ik Cubh. JTffFHSg tM§ 

| alleged tHot Dr. Canter deetroyed «*• •/ t *4 
Mil effective propaganda nodio (radio) of the United Meted 
information Agency In Cuba by unwarranted and c one ie tent 


inUrforoneo in ite operations, Planted re porn tt» opera tie me 

and general deproelation of tto true valve. eloo otetod 

th't Sr. Cantor criticised the doily political oamn eatery written 
by tho radio of floor a* being "too strangle " antt- Conmumtotio in 
content. Tho rooulte of **• intorotom wtth\ moro fumiehed 

to the Dnitod Staten Information Agency on Jkl? 90, 1944, end to 
tho Department of State ana Civil Service Connteeton 04 July 91, 

i3st -m^ h 

7 bo farther act(on it contemplated by tkto Bureau 
concerning thie natter and the above to being furntehed for 
your information, the above information hco been furnished 
to t.*« Honorable ^'h«r»an Adumo at t&o White Bouee. 


1 -MiVtlllam F. Rcgere 

Deputy Attorney general 
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Born* July 2l4. lfi.99 
Oak Park*. Illinois 


&Tuly 20, 

lAyrnyyy^^A^j, 
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’HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 

*' OTHERWISE. ^ .. w 

Up investigation portinant to your inquiry has 
boon conducted by tho F9I concerning the captioned Indi- 
, vidual. However* the files of this Bureau reflect tho . 

following information which may rotate to the subjeot o^K 

y/ /l ^ “• ah ” 0 ’ I1 ' a<1U8 ‘ t - £ 

\\ -? > Abraham Lincoln Brigade * 
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that Brno e i 


=>"New York Times" of Kay 8, 1938* reported 
_____ yaingw ay was a contributor to tho publication, 
"Among Priondaa'quartorly magazine put out by the 
Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. The publication 
was deaerlbod as being devoted to the Loyalists' cause in 
Spain and more particularly to the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 


Tho "Daily ^orkor^f February 
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Tola on 


3» 1939* announced* 8 ' g 

that Ernest Hemingway would apeak on February 22, 1939* at wo 
a lGomorial meeting to be held In honor of the men who 
died fighting in the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. The “Daily 
Worker" is on east coast dally Coasauniat newspaper. 

(61-7560-1169X2) 

A confidential informant who has furnished 
reliable information in the past made available a letter 
dated June 21, 1939* bearing the. letterhead of tho Friends 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade on which the name of 
Hemingway appeared as a sponsor. (61-7559-4982) 

The Attorney General has cited the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade as being within the purview of Executive Order 10450.- 

American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born 

itu Phhari£r»y*^ -P&Zft 
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1941 j 


Another’government agency\advised in October, 
that the American Committee for Protection of Fore! 


Born hold its Fourth Annual Conferonce In Washington, 
on March 2 and 3* 1940* at which circ “ 


disseminated. These circulars were a; 
another Individual and Ernest Kami 
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The American. Cessnittee for Protection of Foreign 
Bom was declared by tho Attorney General to be within th© 
purview of I-soeutive Order 10450. 

Araorlcan Itescno Ship Mission 

Th© Joaaarjr 16, 194* * iasua of the “Doily Worker 13 
published an article bearing the headline, “Hemingway 
Reaffirms Backing of Rescue Ship Mission.” The article 
quoted a cable received fraa Hemingway in Havana in which 
he expressed the sincere hop© that a ship weald be obtained 
“as soon as it*a huaenly poaelblo to do so.“ . . . 

^/-75-rfrSvbA **/- 'tSS'f-mf'Xlt) 

The American Hoseuo Ship Mission has been declared 
by the Attorney General to be within the purview of Executive 
Ordor 101;50. 

League of Amcriemt Eritora. 

Voluaie 401*78 of tho Kasaborship Corporation* State 
of Few York; from July 5, 1939, to August 19, 1939, contains 
the- Certificate of Incorporation of the League of American 
Uritors, Inc. Zrnsst Esningvay, Bos 406, Soy boat, Florida, 
was listed as a macaber cf the Board of Directors. 
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The Loagtto of American t-Jriftcra has boon cited by 
the Attorney General as being within tho purview of Executive 
Order 10450* £ /«# - 73*$ - y ) 
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A confidential informant who has previously 
furnished reliable information reported that In September* 
1943, Ernest Hemingway was discussing cortain newspaper 
articles which attacked the United States Army for refusing 
to admit to the Officere* Training School individuals who had 
fought in tho Abraham Lincoln Brigade In the Spanish Civil 
tJar. According to tbs infomant, Hemingway took exception 
and stated that th© Unitod States Army was porfootly justified 
in the action which was taken inasmuch as each Individual who 


had boon refused admission to tho Officers* 
was cn out-and-out Communist. 0°^' 
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The foregoing information is furnished to you 
as the result of s request for an FBI file cheek sod Is 
not to be construed as a clearance or a nonclearance of the 
individual involved. This information is furnished for 
your use and should not be disseminated outside of your 
agency. 
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DO NOT TYPE IK THIS SPACE 



SUBJECT: IIS-IINGWAY Gives Views on Cuban Situation 

r _ ' . _ 

For MB jgars pad£* perhaps the most famous American resident in Cuba has 
been ErneaCTEtjmGWA3^ who has a heme in San Francisco de Paula, near Habana, where 
he spends a large part of his time* Hemingway generally lives a retired life there* 
together with Ills wi£«j and frequent visitors. 

• \ 

Hemingway returned from a long visit in Spain on Hoveafcer 3# 1959. He was 
interviewed at the airport by Frenaa Latina, and contrary to his usual custom*, 
made several statements on the local situation and his reaction. Among other .things* 
he said* as quoted by Prensa Latina* , 

1) His opinion of the Revolutioamry Government was unchanged since 
January—>he supported it and all its acts completely* and thought 
it was the beet thing that had ever happened to Cuba. 

2) He had not Relieved any of the information published abroad against 

Cuba. He sympathized with the Cuban Government, and all our 
difficulties. *** 

3) Hemingway emphasized the our, and was asked about it. He said tliat he 
hoped Cubans would regard"hlm not aa a Lanoui (his word), but as another 
Cuban. With that* he kissed a Cuban flag which was nearby. He rafuaed 
to repeat the gesture for photographers, saying that he "had kissed the 
flag with sincerity"* implying that publicity would,cheapen the act. 


Hemingway said he knew nothing about any recent note 

Government to the Cuban Government on relations between the taro countries. . 
He said that ha had case from Hew fork* where they "knew &aaS 9 

Cuba or the world. There all they talk about is Van Dor en and the 
scandal of the TV quia shows". (EHD UHCIASSIFjMrTnDV TrTTnr 
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Transmit the follaw.irig in 


Via AIBTEL 


PLAIN 


Date: 1/13/61 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of. Mailing) 


Mr. Tjftrni_„ 

Mr. Trotter.__ 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr.. In^i'a.n_ 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


PERSONAL ATTENTION 


TROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS 

o 

RE: ERNEST HEMINGWAY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


ERNEST HEMINGWAY, the author, has been a patient at Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota, and is presently at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in that city. He has been at the Clinic for several 
| weeks K and is'described as a problem. He is seriously ill, 

I both physically and mentally, and at one time the doctors 
were considering giving him electro-shock therapy treatments. 

I __Mayo Clinic, advised to 

eliminate publicity and contacts by newsmen, the Clinic hail, 
suggested that. Mr. HEMINGWAY register under the alias GEORGE 

SEVIER.- | _ I stated that Mr. HEMINGWAY is now 

worried-.about, his registering under an assiim^d n am« t and is 
concerned about an FBI investigation. | I stated that 

inasmuch as this, worry was interfering with the treatments 
of Mr. HEMINGWAY, he desired authorization to tell HEMINGWAY 
that the FBI was not concern ed with his registering under 
an assumed name. | fr as advised that there was no 

obj ection. 

: ' ' V. 


3- Bureau 

1 - Minneapolis 

WHWzRSK 

Cd - 




Approved: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 1 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE ioJatha_ B Y -s /*“/ %>$*? /+*.. 

nm m 1 - : —*— 

Sent _ 


11 JAN 24 1961 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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Janaary 9, 1994 
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Mr. 

loi East 70& Street * 
New York »,H«wYork 


Thank you lor your letter of January 0th, 

» t|t| wcloMft, 1 can certainly aa ftm tod Mary 
Heroingway*e concern as well as your own. You may bo 
eortaia this will be mate a matter of offlelal record. 

I will give Clyde your message and I know 
it will cheer him to learn you were thinking of him. 

In accordance with your request the envelope 
vou seat la kilns returned. 

With every good wish. 


nmm w 
JAN 9-1964 


Sincerely, 

ft Edgar MBS 
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1 - New York - Enclosures (2) 

1 - Miami - Enclosures (2) 

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosures (2) 
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Tobts and I hate to bother you with something so trivial 
but of course it isn't trivial to Mary or her step-son. Mary 
just wanted someone in authority to know the facts in case some 
jerk columnist or some communist publication gets hold of it 
and uses it to help Castro. If you want one of your boys to 
talketo Mary she just moved to New York (27 Bast 65th St., 

Phone Is AO 9-2017). I've just recently moved too and am now 
living at 201 Bast 79th St. (YU 8-2070). 

I'm sorry about Clyde. Please give him my beat when you 
see him next. And thanks so much for reading this dreary note 
about somet&iigg that I'm sure won't amount to much. 

Very sincerely. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

FHI 

Washington, D.C. 



Quent (Reynolds) 



P.S. If you don't need the envelope, could you please 
send it back to Mary or me. She has a large file of 
Ernest's letters, etc., and thinks this might belong there, 
but it really isn't important right 


ffit right now. 
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January 14, 1974 


Mr. Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Sir: 


ALL INFORMON COm AIMED 
HEREIN IS UMCLASSffim 

DATE 



On December 11, 1973 you wrote to Professor James K. Lyon of our University 
of Florida Department of German. Y 0 ur files concerning Bertolt Brecht can be 
obtained for $160. Dr. Lyon will obtain letters from Brecht's heirs granting 
their approval. 


Dr. Lyon has asked the University of Florida Libraries to furnish the funds 
for the purchase of the Brecht xerox. If funds are furnished, may we ask if- this 
material can be placed in our library collection? Will the general public be 
allowed access to it? 


Dr. Lyon and other researchers are very excited about the new sources o_f 
information which may be available. We have had requests to inquire about avail 
able FBI material on the following: ;. >• 


1. Elizabeth Bentley 

2. Whittaker Chambers 

3. Erne s IrHemingway 

4. John Dos Passos 





Thank you for any information you can give us in this matter* 
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January 25, 1974 


Mr. Ray Jone3 
Research Librarian 
Department of Reference and 
Bibliography 
The University Libraries 
The Unive* -aity of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 326C1 


CLASS. & EXT. 
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Dear Mr. Jones: 

Your letter of January 14tfc has been received 


/ 




Assoc. Din_ 

Olr.t 

Aimln.._.. 

Comp. iy*i- — 

<?%t, Affnita __ 

Fl5=i t C*»*_ 

Gan. fnv. __— 

M**|._ 

>■ getter_ 


Kith :respect to your inquiry regarding Dr. James K. 
Lyon's request ::cr information from our files concerning Bertolt 
Brecht, this Bureau has no objection to the documents we furnish 
Dr. Lyon becoming a part of your library's collection for the 
use of the general public. 

i, 

A review of our indices indicates we have voluminous 
references on Elizabeth Bentley, Whittaker Chambers, Ernest 
Hemingway, and .John Dos Passes and it will be necessary to 
review all of these references to assure we identify all of the 
information pertaining to them. Pursuant to Title 28,. Code of 
Federal Regulations, Section 16.9, we are authorized to charge 
a prescribed rate for furnishing copies of information and the 
time spent searching and screening ov.r records. Our files 
concerning the four individuals you mentioned consist of approx¬ 
imately 102,530 pages. Eased on a preliminary estimate, we 
anticipate the cost to process your request to be $16,300. A 
25 percent deposit of $4,075, payable by check or .money order to 
the Treasury of the United States, will be required to initiate 
processing; however, payment o£ the deposit should net be inter¬ 
preted as a guarantee that you will be furnished all of the 
material you have requested. (jlfc 
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Mr. Ray Jones 



We extend to you the opportunity to confer with us 
in an attempt to reformulate your request in a manner which 
will reduce the fees and still meet your needs. 


If you wish to pursue your request# please indicate 
in writing your willingness to pay fees as high as are antici¬ 
pated and enclose a deposit as mentioned above. Thereafter, 
we will acknowledge receipt of your deposit and advise you when 
we can begin the necessary processing. 

Sincerely yours, ' 

Ken* 

. Clarence M, Kelley 
Director 


NOTE; Bufiles contain nothing identifiable with correspondent. 

The main files concerning the individuals concerned are; 

Elizabeth Bentley - 134-435, 65-56402, 65-6122, 61-6328, and 
9-16655; Whittaker Chambers - 65-56402, 74-1333, and 100-25824; 
Ernest Hemingway - 64-23312 (approximately 400 see references); 
and John Dos Passos - 97-2497 (approximately 300 see references) 
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Hemingway's Suit 

. A lot of people In the wx2ng game 
will understand wh y Ernest Hemingw ay ' 
has filed'suit to prevent. Esquire maga- 
zine from republishing some of his old 
stories about the Spanish Civil War. 
Back in those days, two decades ago, he 
was a strong supporter of the Loyalists 
against Generalissimo Franco, and the 
stories in question reflected his senti¬ 
ment of that period. But now, even 
though he still adheres to'that senti¬ 
ment, he apparently wishes he had 
written them in a different way. Any¬ 
how, he doesn’t want to see them in 
print again in their original form, which 
makes him not unlike numerous lesser 
writers who are embarrassed when con¬ 
fronted with certain of their past works 
that look slightly unpolished -or naive 
■ in retrospect. 

) Thus, speaking through his lawyer’s 
| brief, in a style not nearly so good as 
his own, Mr. Hemingway has had this 
j to say: “It Is respectfully submitted, 

I and the court well knows, that the pas- 
[ sage of time can affect the writings of 
I authors either favorably or unfavorably. 

\ ... Illustrative Is the change in attitude 
: of people to writings of men during the 
t time Russia was our ally, to the present 
j attitude of people to. such men and their 
; writings now that Russia .is perhaps our. 

: greatest enemy.” This is ,pretty turgid 
prose—prose which the Old Master ob- 
; vlously had nothing to do with, and 
| which he has disavowed as a distortion 
< of his own views—but It still makes its 
> poignant point. Quite plainly, like many 
j another literary fellow, Mr. Hemingway 
: feels he has a right to revise some of 
j his earlier pieces in a way designed to 
make sure that they will never return 
to haimt him. 

However, even though Esquire has 
bowed to his suit, Mr. < Hemingway must 
' reconcile himself to the fact that it ls~ 
not really possible for him, especially 
! because of his stature, to stop the work 
of those who will keep on ■ trying to 
compile and publish everything he has 
, ever said or written. His position in that 
respect is well summed up in the follow¬ 
ing lines from an old American versifier: 

! "Careful with fire" is good advice toe 

know; 

"Careful with words" is ten times 
doubly so. 

Thoughts unexpressed mpy some¬ 
times fall back dead; 

But. Ood Himself can't kill them 
t ^-—»4 ifjtei they're said. 
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A a Peeler Sees It; 

He Was Never 
A Hemingway Fan 

By WESTBROOK PEGLER 

TTLHAS BEEN iny stubborn "opinion that Ernest 
l^-Hemlngway was actually one of the worst writers 
in me angusnlanguage during his time. It can be 
conceded that he Invented a “style." But to me It 
was an ugly style, so barren of ordinary literary 
embellishment or amenity that It was confused and 
often incomprehensible. 

He forswore the familiar "he said’!! 
and "he Inquired.” Things of that 
kind. ]. 

I freely volunteered to anothej ' 
professional writer, that early In 
Hemingway’s fad I found myself 
thumbing back over half a dozen or 
more jerks of speech In quotation ' 
marks to determine which person 
was speaking at this moment. 

To my comfort, my colleague ex- 
...... claimed that for the first time in 

u “ all those years she was emboldened 
to admit that she, too, had had this problem. Heming¬ 
way’s dialog, as in "The Killers,” made her nervous , 
but she had been abashed and a little Intimidated, 
too. In her office; a magazine shop, ever to admit her 
confusion. She would be patronized and ridiculed 
and probably passed over in the promotions and 
assignments as being old-fashioned or even ignorant. 

I floundered In “The Sun Also Rises” and for 
years I had a reminder in the back of my Intentions, 
to try It again. This time, I would put forth a special 
effort to follow the meaning. , | 

I But eventually I said, "Oh, to Hell with Hemlng • j 
ay aad his affectations.” ' l 

I am a reasonably intelligent reader and if th i j 
reat artist with his precious “style”' cbuld not exeit l 
Smself to make his meaning clear to me, was 11 
obliged to yield him. precious hours out of my life ! 
and some precious measure of the measured vision ) 
of my eyes as homage to his reputation? Who created 
that reputation? Book reviewers and sellers. 

After all, I had bought his book and had done 
him the courtesy of reading It. I did not owe him 
sacrifice to prove that I was equal to his tricky 
affectation. 

He annoyed me also with profanity and vulgarity 
and when I pointed out that Ring Lardner had never 
told a dirty story and had shunned mucky stuff on 
paper, Hemingway’s rejoinder .did not dispose of 
Lardner. Hemingway answered that nevertheless 
people did speak as his characters spoke. True. But 
so did Lardner’s and Lardner’s ear for the language 
tdinary Americans was as sensitive and true as ) 

I 'gtgVidgafUit In Hemingway was 

J l ti .. . —mm . - 
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Moje than any other writer 
HeiHififewky was the creature of a claque of syco-. | 
phants, most of them book reviewers. 

The eruption of shaving bubbles which engulfed j 
us when he died was the gaseous emotional reaction 
of paltry people who thus acclaimed their own other- 1 
wise tentative or negative celebrity. - '. j 

They stand for nothing. And nothing was the 
great standard which Hemingway had raised and 1 
fought for in his noncommittal uproars all those 
years. I 

Hemingway's obsession with pugilism as a. per- ; 
sonal activity was juvenile and brutal. 

Professionals never strike a layman and Heming¬ 
way was equal to. a fairly good professional heavy¬ 
weight by Oene Tunney’s serious opinion. Oepe said 
Hemingway hit him as hard as any other man except 
Dempsey. Yet this man was a personal, physical bully 1 
and his adventures In and around battle, though ( 
expiting and dangerous, were on)y the routine experi¬ 
ence of thousands of other men and kids all arbind 

F ilm. I 

He was absolutely destitute of humor and this $ 
nly affectionate souvenir to us Is “Farewell to Ants.” | 

CmriUt. 1 ML Ow Mm tjmilaJm. 1mm. i 
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| Mr.. Foster WSSE-'like to be-i 
gin filiniog in early Oof^iT ir> # 
bum, Idaho — another of; 
the place# where Hemingway 
■ lived— and then spend the last. 

I two week# of the month in 
Cuba. 

The telecast should be com¬ 
pleted by Jan. 1, 1975, and be 
televised In the fall of 1975, Mr. 
Foster indicated. 

He described the Hemingway 
home and library as being in 
rexcfellent- condition.- "The home 
is rootless and ail the mem¬ 
orabilia are displayed just the - 
way they were left," he said. 

In 196^, Mary Hemingway, 
the author’s wife gave the 
home to the people of Cuba. 
She is' serving as a consultant 
to the television project ■ 

The production company is 
eaking with such screen per- 
ihalities as Ingrid Bergman,; 
Marlene Dietrich and Gregory 
ick to appear in the special. 
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